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Land Bridge Theory





Southwest

● Climate - Arid, Drought Prone
● Irrigation, Maize Cultivation
● Housing - terrace, multistory

Anasazi
Pueblo (Taos, NM)



Great Plains

● Scarce resources = 
nomadic/hunter-gatherer

● Herd animals
● Tepees 



● Some complex societies: 
Utes, Shoshones 

● Wickiups

Great Basin



Mississippi River Valley

● Sophisticated 
government 

● Iron tools, woven 
fabrics

● Trade
● Cahokia - largest city 

north of Mexico



Eastern Woodlands

● Most abundant food 
resources

● Semi-sedentary 

Longhouse

● Diverse, complex 
societies

● Most matrilineal & 
matrilocal

● Extensive trade



Eastern Woodlands

Wigwam



Northwest

● Fish, elk, deer, shellfish 
● Skilled traders 
● Longhouses of cedar and 

bark



● Six distinct regions

● Different 
environments:
○ Desert
○ Mountains
○ Coastal

California



● Historical Context:
○ Protestant 

Reformation
○ Renaissance

● Causes:
○ God, Gold, & 

Glory
■ Mercantilism

European Expansion



European Empire Building

● What made it possible?
■ Improvements in 

technology
■ Cartography
■ Risk/reward

Map of California shown as an island, 
circa 1650, by Joan Vinckeboons; Library 
of Congress, G3291.S12 coll .H3 Vault: 
Harr vol. 2, map. 10

Caravel
Vespucci





Spanish & Portuguese

Pope’s 
Rebellion 

(1680)



Spanish Mission System



Valladolid Debate (1550-51)

● How should the Natives be 
treated?
○ Bartolome de Las Casas 
○ Juan de Sepulveda


