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Purpose

Frustrating Archival/Historiographical Landscape 
“too white, too male, too slaveholding, too Confederate”

Project History 

Proposed 2010 
Editorial work started 2012 
Early Access Edition 2016: 10,000 Documents in Omeka
Fall 2017 Goal: 1500 Documents with ~20,000 annotations.





“The office of the governor is a lens through which 
CWGK views a society in conflict—military, social, 
political, and domestic. That office sat at the 
intersection of public, private, local, and national 
contexts—handling fugitive slave cases, pardons for 
misdemeanors, the recruiting and sustainment of 
military forces, and relationships with Congress and 
the White House—attracting documents on nearly 
every facet of mid-nineteenth century life.”





NER demo at https://dandelion.eu/semantic-text/entity-extraction-demo



The 107 Names of Beriah Magoffin

Spelling
“Beriah McGoffen”
“Beriah MaGoffin”

Abbreviations
“B. M.”
“B Magoffin”

Periphrase
“his Excellency”
“Governor of the State of Kentucky”
“your predecessor”



Anna Stutsman Levy [Unknown] Johnson

[Unknown] Wilson Sarah Tapscott Evans

Ellen McDermot [Unknown] [Unknown]

Sarah C. Bartley Sophia Knorr

“his wife”















What’s Wrong with Cooccurrence?







Results -- as of August 3, 2017

Documents: 1228
Annotations: 15931
Identified Annotations: 
14470
Entities: 8086



The Project:  http://civilwargovernors.org/ 
The Software:  https://github.com/CivilWarGovernorsOfKentucky/Mashbill

Ben Brumfield  benwbrum@gmail.com  @benwbrum
Sara Brumfield saracarl@gmail.com @saracarl
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“Formerly neglected as a static home front, 
researchers now appreciate Kentucky as the site of 
massive human movements and a refugee crisis that 
overwhelmed local institutions and called for national 
humanitarian intervention, particularly for those from 
marginalized minority populations including African 
Americans.”


