
Storyboarding



A storyboard is a pictorial representation of the intended shots and cuts in a 
film sequence.  The aim of a storyboard is to create a narrative flow, to show 
what the sequence will look like.  

Captions indicate the type of cut/editing, the camera angle, short or significant 
dialogue and any important notes.  A storyboard should be mainly images, not 
text.

What is Storyboarding?





Karen, from Canada, is a professional storyboard artist and a professor at the 
Vancouver Film School. 
Over the years, she has worked as a storyboard artist at Cine-Groupe, NHX 
Media, Studio B Productions, Rainmaker Entertainment Inc. and several other 
production companies.  She maintains that “The most important part of a 
storyboard is communication, not drawing”.  

Here is a link to her blog, which is all about storyboards!
http://karenjlloyd.com/blog/

Karen J Lloyd

http://karenjlloyd.com/blog/


Television script editor for Red Productions, Matthew brings a different 
perspective on storyboards, as someone else part of the production team:

“In a production meeting, a picture really is worth a thousand words.  You can 
script a sequence in words as cleverly as you like, and there will always be 
some misunderstanding.  But if you use storyboards, it’s so much easier to 
communicate your visual and dramatic ideas.”

Matthew Jones



Pre-production
● creating a plan that everyone can work from
● getting down ideas
● planning how to get “the look”

Production
● everyone has a storyboard, everyone on the same page

○ knowing what is required, what is happening, how it all fits together
● storyboards help actors give a more convincing performance, as they 

know what the narrative is meant to look like

Post-production
● visual reminder of what has been filmed
● helpful to editors
● shows what the original intentions are, team can see what has been 

changed.

When Are Storyboards Used?




