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Political control of  redistricting: 
Why does it matter?

• 2011 Redistricting
– Severe partisan gerrymandering of  

Congress
• McGann et al (2016)

• Did the states gerrymander 
themselves?
– Keena et al (2021)

• Study of  95 state legislative maps 
redrawn in 2011

• 45 state legislative maps with 
extreme partisan gerrymandering



What Causes Gerrymandering? Politics.



How Republicans Gerrymander:
Racial Segregation and Political Geography

Source: Wikipedia, by Kingofthedead, CC BY-SA 3.0 
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons



2012 US House Election results

Source: Wikpedia By Putitonamap98 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=103586488



2018 US House Election results

Source: Wikipedia, By Over9000edits - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=87576100



Republican bias and racial segregation, 
95 state legislative maps



Health Outcomes Worse in Extremely 
Gerrymandered States



Dangerous Health Policy Outcomes in 
Extremely Gerrymandered States



COVID Health Response Worse in 
Extremely Gerrymandered States



Increased Cost of  Voting in Extremely 
Gerrymandered States



Worse COVID Election Response in 
Extremely Gerrymandered States


