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Reading News Articles with a Critical Eye



Purpose of News Articles



Audience of News Articles



Use of Rhetorical Appeals 



Design of News Article



Design of News Articles



Design of News Articles



Let’s Focus on Our Sources

What Can We Learn about Our Sources



Questions to ask/ think about your source
1.     Who is the author? Where was the piece published?

 
2.     Is this a credible source? Explain.

 
3.     Who is the intended audience?

 
4.     What is the purpose?

  
5.     What is the genre? Why do you think the author chose the genre? Do you think the genre matches the 
audience and purpose?

6.  Where does the source include an example of ethos/ pathos/ logos?

7.  What is the main idea/ what is it mostly about?

**If you are not on Zoom, please respond to these questions on the Week 10 Discussion Page of 
Open Lab. 



Let’s Look at Our Writing!

Does Our Writing Meet All of the Required Elements?



Criteria/ Requirements (10%)
Do you have 4 rhetorical analyses?

 

 

Do you have 4 sources? Are the sources at 3 different genres?

Do you have an introduction and conclusion to the 4 rhetorical analyses (not each individual analysis)?

 

Do you properly use in-text citations [MLA style]? Do you have a properly formatted works cited list 
(bibliography) that lists ALL your sources [MLA style]?

 

 

Is each rhetorical analysis at least 300 words? Is your total project at least 1200 words?

 

 



Format and Presentation (10%)
Did you edit for grammar, spelling, and conventions?

*    Capitalization
*    Spelling
*    Sentences
*    Punctuation

 

Does it meet formatting requirements?

*    Typed
*    12 Point Font
*    Double Spaced
*    1 Inch Margin
*    Do you include the word count on the top?
 



Rhetorical Analysis 1 (20%)
Did you include an overview of the source (Discuss: genre, intended audience, purpose, constraints of the 
genre)

 

Did you include a summary of the source (what it’s mostly about/ message/ main idea)?

 

Did you include an analysis of the Author’s Craft (use of ethos, pathos, logos, voice/ tone)

 

Did you evaluate the credibility of the source (bias, how do you know it’s credible?)

 

Did you synthesize, paraphrase, and quote relevant information?



DUE
1. FINAL Project 2 Due NOVEMBER 2nd.

*Introduction

*4 Rhetorical Analyses

*Conclusion

2. Unit 2 Reflection Due NOVEMBER 4th.
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Check In
Read and Posted Response on “Popular Culture Is Killing Writing”

Turned in Draft of 4 Rhetorical Analyses (intro and conclusion)

Caught up on missed work

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14A0WVp62bhc4wdN_Q4zqZzoQcqb9Kh_sV
ZqVVJKRJMg/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14A0WVp62bhc4wdN_Q4zqZzoQcqb9Kh_sVZqVVJKRJMg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14A0WVp62bhc4wdN_Q4zqZzoQcqb9Kh_sVZqVVJKRJMg/edit?usp=sharing


Revising and Editing Your Projects
Use the Project 2 Grading Checklist to revise and edit your Rhetorical Analyses.

Make sure you have EVERY required component (overview, summary, analysis of 
author’s craft and evaluation of source credibility, introduction and conclusion!).

Also make sure it has YOUR NAME and a WORD COUNT!  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rFBL5LQM8sJpSS7iHf0bZ_tXxfjIyTau/view?usp=sharing


Reading Protocol
Level 1:Preview Examine the overall form and features of the text.
 
Level 2: Read for WHAT the text says Summarize main ideas, identify theme, 
determine key concepts/ ideas. Clarify unknown words/ concepts.
 
Level 3: Read for HOW the text is written Analyze the author’s craft (word choice, 
structure, techniques, organization, tone, voice, language, etc.)
 
Level 4: Read for WHY the text is written Determine the purpose and intended 
audience. Think about the connection between genre and purpose and audience. 



Level 1: “Popular Culture”
What is the genre?

What did you notice about how the text was organized? Use of dialogue/ quotes, 
etc?



Level 2: “Popular Culture”
What is the text mostly about? 

What is the main idea?



Level 3: “Popular Culture”
How is the text written?

Does the author use ethos? Pathos? Logos? Where?

What is the author’s voice? Tone?



Level 4: “Popular Culture”
What is the author’s purpose for writing this piece? 

Who do you think might be the intended audience?

Does the genre match the intended audience/ purpose? Why or why not? Explain!  



Genres
Let’s take a moment to look at some important messages told through different 
genres. 

We are going to break into small groups. Each group will read one of the pieces in this 
handout. Think careful about the following questions:

1. What is the topic? What is the piece mostly about? How is the message shared?
2. What is the genre? Why do you think the author choose this genre? 
3. Who is the intended audience? What is the purpose of the piece?
4. Do you think that the genre matches the intended audience and purpose? What 

are the limitations or constraints of the genre?

If you are not on Zoom, choose one of the pieces and respond on the Week 10 
Discussion Post on OpenLab. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1btAuNPLDAvwLL8IqWMX8tXGieTfKpX4Y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1btAuNPLDAvwLL8IqWMX8tXGieTfKpX4Y/view?usp=sharing


Let’s Review: Metacognition and Transfer
Metacognition is what we call reflection: an awareness of our learning 
process—both how and what we learn.

Transfer: Is the concept of how we can transfer this knowledge/ awareness/ 
learning into other aspects of our lives. For example, how can we use this learning 
in other classes (math classes, architecture classes, fashion classes) or in the world 
outside of City Tech (our careers, etc). 



How to Write a Unit Reflection
A Unit Reflection asks you to reflect or look back at the unit and think deeply about the readings, 
the major project, and the short writing assignments you completed. Let’s look at an overview:

Readings: 

Your sources, “Is Google Making Us Stupid” by Nicholas Carr, “Wikipedia Pops Up in 
Bibliographies” by Larry Gordon, and “Popular Culture Is Killing Writing” by Bronwyn T. Williams 

Writing: 

Free write, topic descriptions, research presentations, rhetorical analysis

Research as Inquiry:

Research process, Virtual Library Visit



Unit Focus
In this Unit which focused on research and inquiry, we have discussed the 
importance of letting questions guide our research and using sources in different 
genres to help us better understand our topics 



What did each of the mentor authors 
teach us?
Your 4 sources

“Is Google Making Us Stupid” by Nicholas Carr

“Wikipedia Pops Up in Bibliographies” by Larry Gordon

“Popular Culture Is Killing Writing” by Bronwyn T. Williams 



What did we learn from each writing 
activity?
Reading Responses

Brainstorming Sessions/ Jotting Down Notes

Free Write

Topic Descriptions

Research Presentations

Rhetorical Analysis



Questions to Consider
Discuss what you learned about yourself as a writer and a reader in the process of 
writing your rhetorical analysis. 

For example, what part did you find the most challenging? Or the most successful? 
Did you try anything new like analyzing the author’s craft or evaluating a source’s 
credibility?

Stop and write a response to this question. Whether you are on Zoom or not, 
write 2-5 sentences as part of your reflection. 



Questions to Consider
Which of the readings, if any, influenced you or inspired you? 

Explain the influence, USE SPECIFIC examples.

Your sources, “Is Google Making Us Stupid” by Nicholas Carr, “Wikipedia Pops Up in 
Bibliographies” by Larry Gordon, and “Popular Culture Is Killing Writing” by Bronwyn T. 
Williams 

Stop and write a response to this question. Whether you are on Zoom or not, 
write 2-5 sentences as part of your reflection. 



Questions to Consider
The focus of the unit was on Genre and Research and Inquiry (asking questions), 
what did you find interesting? What did you learn? What would you still like to learn 
more about?

What are your thoughts on the experience in general? Was it a useful learning 
experience? What specific skills or perspectives did you acquire as a result?

How could you transfer something you learned in this Unit to other aspects of your 
life both in City Tech and outside of City Tech?

Stop and write a response to this question. Whether you are on Zoom or not, 
write 2-5 sentences as part of your reflection. 



Questions to Consider
Is there anything else you want me to know about you as a writer or reader or your 
work in this class?

Stop and write a response to this question. Whether you are on Zoom or not, 
write 1-3 sentences as part of your reflection. 



Unit Reflection Overview
Your Unit 2 Reflection is Due on Wednesday, Nov. 4th. 

It should be at least 250 words and double spaced. Please include the Word Count 
on the top of the page.

Here is a link to the assignment as a Word Document.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1igfEPyZCOQDIfsgkIHEWK9bDafqQlV6K/view?usp=sharing


DUE
1. FINAL Project 2 Due NOVEMBER 2nd.

*Introduction

*4 Rhetorical Analyses

*Conclusion

2. Unit 2 Reflection Due NOVEMBER 4th.


