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Canada - an overview



3 approaches to digital cultural mapping

1) The “Map Biography” method
• looks to represent the life experiences of people on a 

map, cumulatively

• a very powerful method of representing intensity and 
extensivity of land use (many sites across the land)

• effective projects can interview most or all 
community members (many community members 
involved)



3 approaches to digital cultural mapping

2) The “Significant Sites” method
• asks people to recall stories about important, sacred or 

cultural places
• allows us to tell the deep story, the full history, of a place, 

taking a lot of time to talk about/visit each place
• Fewer sites than with map biography, but highlights the 

very important places
• is a powerful method for inter-generational knowledge 

transfer, connecting younger and older people
• effective projects can be done by interviewing one or 

several key knowledge-holders



3 approaches to digital cultural mapping

3) The “Indigenous-Language Place Names” method
• provides an inventory of place names, their translation, and 

the associated stories behind the name

• It is essential to ‘get the names right’ including their 
location, transcription, meaning and associated stories. 
Very time intensive to do a good job, and demands good 
linguistics skills.

• effective projects require fluent speakers, culturally 
knowledgeable 



Map Biographies



Snuneymuxw Land Use and Occupancy 

UVic Anthropology Student Class Project by Courtney Moher



Saltspring Island Coast Salish Significant Places

UVic Anthropology Student Class Project by Britney Oswell



Lekwungen Territory Ethnographic Mapping project

UVic Anthropology Student Class Project by Paige Erickson-McGee



Significant Places 
mapping in Google Earth



Voices on the Land Okanagan Nation

http://voicesontheland.org/#-13945152_5
949208_-12500798_6960622_1_2000

http://voicesontheland.org/#-13945152_5949208_-12500798_6960622_1_2000
http://voicesontheland.org/#-13945152_5949208_-12500798_6960622_1_2000


Carrier Sekani Online Atlas

http://www.carriersekani.ca/programs-projects/carrier-sekani-online-atlas/

http://www.carriersekani.ca/programs-projects/carrier-sekani-online-atlas/


Pan Inuit Trails
“The Northwest Passage and the Construction of Inuit pan-Arctic Identities”

http://www.paninuittrails.org/index.html?module=modul
e.paninuittrails#

http://www.paninuittrails.org/index.html?module=module.paninuittrails
http://www.paninuittrails.org/index.html?module=module.paninuittrails


Stz’uminus Storied Places Project (Coast Salish)

http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/ethnographicmapping/projects/stzuminus/index.php



Innu of Québec Significant Places

UVic Anthropology Student Class Project by Alysia Gillham



Tłı̨chǫ Lands Map

http://www.tlichohistory.com/en/maps



Ocean & Way of Life Haida Gwaii

http://www.haidanation.ca/Pages/docu
ments/pdfs/marine/OceanPoster_60_Wi
de.pdf

http://www.haidanation.ca/Pages/documents/pdfs/marine/OceanPoster_60_Wide.pdf
http://www.haidanation.ca/Pages/documents/pdfs/marine/OceanPoster_60_Wide.pdf
http://www.haidanation.ca/Pages/documents/pdfs/marine/OceanPoster_60_Wide.pdf


Nuu-chah-nulth Living Atlas

http://livingatlas.org/#-14059615_6295103_-13969343_6358317_10_2010

http://livingatlas.org/#-14059615_6295103_-13969343_6358317_10_2010


Place Names



Kitikmeot Place Name Atlas - Spoken Map

http://kitikmeot.gcrc.carleton.ca/index.html?module=modul
e.names

http://kitikmeot.gcrc.carleton.ca/index.html?module=module.names
http://kitikmeot.gcrc.carleton.ca/index.html?module=module.names


Pond Inlet Inuktitut Place Names Project



Sencot’en Place Names by Dave Elliott, WSÁNEĆ territory

UVic Anthropology Student Class Project by James Rogers



Algonquin Nation Secretariet Place Names Webmap

http://www.algonquinnation.ca/toponym/en/map/



Taku River Tlingit Place Names

http://trt.geolive.ca/map

http://trt.geolive.ca/map


Other Indigenous 
mapping examples



First Peoples Language Map of British Columbia

http://maps.fphlcc.ca/fphlccmap/?zoom=10
&lat=54.0100000&lon=-125.7100000

http://maps.fphlcc.ca/fphlccmap/?zoom=10&lat=54.0100000&lon=-125.7100000
http://maps.fphlcc.ca/fphlccmap/?zoom=10&lat=54.0100000&lon=-125.7100000


Questions?


