
SAP Plant Maintenance

Free Material Assignment





Surprise, SAP has some 
documentation for this one, I will 
try to explain it by some 
simulations.. see next slides ...



Current configuration is set 
with “BOM Usage “ = “4”



Simulation 1

REMOVE 
configuration



There is only one BOM 
Usage allowed ! you can 
blank it but you cannot 
delete the line. 

I remove it and 
SIMULATE



Create a new
Task List

No ASSEMBLY 
assign means 
no BOM





I am going to 
FREELY enter a 
component



Manually enter 
100-100 and 
press ENTER



Looks like it is not possible 
FREELY enter any material



Goback to HEader 
to enter 
ASSEMBLY





Double-click to 
select from the 
ASSEMBLY BOM 
P-1000



Component 
selection from 
ASSEMBLY BOM 
still allowed



Try manually enter 
100-100 again 
and press ENTER



Still not allowed to enter 
material manually



Simulation 2

SET BOM Usage “4”



Set BOM Usage = “4”



Let say don’t enter 
any ASSEMBLY 
here





Try manual enter
100-100
and press ENTER
(FREELY enter)



System allows to 
FREELY enter 
material ! 
(without ASSEMBLY in 
Task List HEADER)



I manually (FREELY) 
assign more material, 
system totally allows 
FREE assignment with 
an ASSEMBLY BOM ! 



So, by set this IMG, you can 
now FREELY assign any 
material in the TASK LIST
without reference to an 
ASSEMBLY BOM



But what is the significance 
of setting as BOM Usage 
= “4” to make this this 
happen !!! 



Goto 
HEADER



There is no 
ASSEMBLY still !

SAVE



The system creates a 
BOM for these free 
materials in the 
background !



The system creates a 
BOM for these free 
materials in the 
background !

The BOM cannot be 
maintained with 
application 
transactions !!!!



Which means you will not be 
able to display an change 
using CS03 or CS02 for this 
kind of BOM !!!!



Lets check if we 
can find the BOM 
in Table STPO



This kind of BOM is 
using 
BOM Category “S” 
(Standard BOM)



BOM Category “S” 
(Standard BOM)



Internal BOM ID
generated for 
such kind of BOM





Conclusion



by setting BOM Usage = “ “ (BLANK)

You disallow FREE assignment of 
materials in the Task List,
which means
you only only assign materials via an 
ASSEMBLY BOM entered from the 
Task List Header. 


