
Research Skills:
Critical Evaluation of Internet Content

Avoiding Plagiarism
APA Referencing

“CRAAP” to consider… 
                                                      

In less than 25 min!



Start somewhere reliable...
Always start your research with a vetted source e.g. world book, a published book, journal article, 
magazine article e.g. article from EBSCOhost, World Book, GALE

What about Wikipedia? 

“The site is a wonderful starting point for research. But it's only a starting point 
because there's always a chance that there's something wrong, and you should 
check your sources if you are writing a paper” (Wales, J.,22 March, 2007)

● Who is Jimmy Wales?  ~ Jimmy Wales is the creator of Wikipedia, and of wiki technology in general.
● He’s the person you have to thank every time you log on to the “World’s Largest Encyclopaedia”
●  If he doesn’t think you should use it as an exclusive source, do you still think it’s a good idea?

http://rbslc.staff.sd62.bc.ca/
http://rbslc.staff.sd62.bc.ca/


Why?
Why is it important to critically evaluate the information you receive from the 
internet?

Not all online information is equal…. e.g.

Bernese Mountain Dog

http://descy.50megs.com/akcj3/bmd.html
http://www.burmesemountaindog.org/

Let’s evaluate this site:
https://www.thoughtco.com/german-revolution-of-1918-1221345

What should we be looking for?

http://descy.50megs.com/akcj3/bmd.html
http://www.burmesemountaindog.org/
https://www.thoughtco.com/german-revolution-of-1918-1221345
https://pierenemilya.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/evaluating-websites/


Is this C.R.A.A.P.?
Currency: the timeliness of the information

Relevance: the importance of the information for your needs

Authority: the source of the information

Accuracy: the reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content

Purpose: the reason the information exists

Checklist

http://legacy.juniata.edu/services/library/instruction/handouts/craap_worksheet.pdf


Now that you have found great resources, how do you 
avoid plagiarism?
Paraphrase

Direct Quote

Create a Reference Page in APA Format

Copyright Lessons for Students and Teachers

I run my own travel consulting page on a large social media platform, I recently used a google image of a hotel. This morning I 
received an invoice for $3500 because I used this image, I did not know about copyright infringements as it was just an image 
on google.

So, how do you avoid this?

http://rbslc.staff.sd62.bc.ca/literacy-centre/apa-referencing/
http://rbslc.staff.sd62.bc.ca/literacy-centre/apa-referencing/
http://rbslc.staff.sd62.bc.ca/literacy-centre/apa-referencing/


How to Cite an Image
How NOT to cite an image

What you need to know about google images:

● Unless you specify in your image search for images that 
are “free to use or share” you must give credit to where 
that image was taken from you MUST give credit to the 
artist.  E.g. (Phillips, 2016) - also include this in 
your reference page.

● To avoid this try:
○ https://search.creativecommons.org/
○ Advanced Google Image Search: 

https://www.google.ca/advanced_image_search?hl=en-CA&fg=1

http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2014/04/how-not-to-cite-image.html
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://www.google.ca/advanced_image_search?hl=en-CA&fg=1


Format for Citing an Image
Creator's last name, first initial. (Role of creator). (Year 
of creation). Title of image or description of image. [Type 
of work]. Retrieved from URL/database



Example of a Reference Page/Bibliography
References
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Koalson, K. (Photographer). (2017). Green Day Nimrod. [Image]. Retrieved from 

http://www.greendayauthority.com/downloads/wallpaper/152/

 

Martin, R. (2001). Educational psychology in Newfoundland and Labrador: A thirty-year 

history. Canadian Journal of School Psychology, 16(2), 5-17. Retrieved from: http://cjs.sagepub.com/

http://rbslc.staff.sd62.bc.ca/literacy-centre/apa-referencing/
http://www.wired.com/
http://cjs.sagepub.com/


There is an Add-On that will do all of this for you!!!
● Add-ons
● Get Add-ons
● Search Easy-Bib
● Click on the FREE to add 

it to your Add-ons

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9y0a_YtBrE


APA References
Author’s Last Name, Initial. (Date). Title of the 
Article/Book. Retrieved from, URL.

● What if you can’t find a date?  
○ n.d.

● What if you can’t find an author?
○ Use the organization that put out the info as the author
○ E.g.  Ministry of Education. (2017). The New Curriculum. Retrieved 

from, https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

 Check out the Learning Commons Website for more info.

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

