
Morpheme Trees

Activity:

1. Review the meanings of each prefix and suffix.
2. Guide students in reading the root, and discuss its 

meaning. 
3. Guide student(s) in reading each word in the 

branches, and determine what it means based on 
the meanings of its roots and affixes.

4. Optional:  Form sentences using the new words 
(orally or in writing).



Prefix Definitions



Suffix Definitions



form

to shape

inform

reform

deform

deformation

information

informed

reforming
informer



port

to carry

deported

report

import

portable

deportable

deportation

portal
reporter



ject

to throw

inject

reject

projectile

subjected

objective

conjecture

dejected
projection



rupt

To break 
or bust

disrupt

interrupt

erupt

disruption

interrupted

eruption

interruptible
disruptive



tract

To draw 
or put

distract

retract

subtraction

detracted

retractor

detraction

distraction
retractable



scrib or 
script 

to write

prescriber

scripted

inscribe

prescription

inscription

subscript

describe
description



spect

to see, look, 
watch, or 
observe

respect

inspect

suspect

inspector

respectable

inspecting

respective
inspection



struct

to build

instruct

construct

instructor

deconstruct

construction

constructor

destructive
instructing



flect or 
flex 

to bend or 
curve

reflex

inflect

flexing

deflection

reflective

inflecting

reflective
deflected



dict

to say or 
tell

predict

diction

indictable

predictable

predictive

indicting

interdicts
interdiction



fer

to bear or 
yield

infer

referred

defer

referral

preferable

transferring

reference
transferrable



mit or miss

to send

transmit

remissible

dismiss

transmission

dismissible

submitted

submission
remit



duce or 
duct

to lead

reduce

product

conducts

deducting

induction

conductor

productive
education



vers or vert

to turn

revert

version

inverse

converting

subversion

subversive

reversed
inverted



fact, fect, fict 

to make or do

infect

defective

factor

perfect

infection

fictional

defector
perfection



tend, tent, tens 

to stretch or 
strain

intend

contend

pretense

contender

intention

distended

intensive
tension



ceit, ceive, 
cept

to take or 
catch

deceit

receive

perceived

deceiver

interception

deceptive

exception
receptive



tain, ten, tin

to hold

contain

retain

retainer

detention

retention

contention

sustainable
pertained



pos or pound

to put in 
place or 

set

impound

compose

impose

proposition

proposing

exposer

expounded
compounding


