1.1 - Czech Vowels

The pronunciation of a word should always be predictable from the spelling in Czech. In this first
lesson we're going to learn about vowels.

Vowel Sounds

Vowel Pronunciation Czech Examples

a ah sound in
father
mapa ‘map’ viak ‘train’
(listen) (listen)
eh sound in
e

every, elephant

televize ‘television’

(listen)



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Utterance.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Winkel_triple_projection_SW.jpg
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-mapa.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/patricksbilder/35570778005
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-vlak.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidlocke/3600836516/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-pes.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/byzantiumbooks/16648791207/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-televize.mp3

i i sound in inch,
y little
byt ‘apartment’ kniha ‘book’
(listen) (listen)
o similar to the
open, ocean’
okno ‘window’ pivo ‘beer’
(listen) (listen)
0o sound in
u 2
stew, moo o
tuzka ‘pencil’ ucitel ‘teacher’
(listen) (listen)

Vowel Length

Vowels in Czech can be short or long. The vowels that you learned above are all short vowels.
Czech has long vowels, which are marked by a ¢arka®, as with i.e. &, é, i, y, 6, (; or sometimes a
krouZek®, as in the case of (. Long vowels are pronounced about twice as long as short vowels.

Short Vowel Long Vowel

' There is no difference between the pronunciation of these two sounds; however we will learn more about how they
can affect the pronunciation of other consonants written next to them, see 1.2 - “soft” pronunciations.

2 The English sound involves more rounding of the lips toward the end of the pronunciation. The Czech sound is a
somewhat purer vowel sound. Try mimicking the sounds in the listen.

3 garka means ‘little line’

* krouzek means ‘little circle’


https://www.flickr.com/photos/jirivit/7863767244/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-byt.mp3
https://libreshot.com/open-book-in-bed/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-kniha.mp3
https://flic.kr/p/9jrosy
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-okno.mp3
https://flic.kr/p/5KPg6S
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-pivo.mp3
https://flic.kr/p/b99uDH
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-tuzka.mp3
https://www.pexels.com/photo/students-sitting-in-the-classroom-5212326/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-ucitel.mp3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JDfeW7I-wj7El2LB84pAJDidbtavXbZAJK3vloioNZU/edit?usp=sharing

Q.

otazka ‘question’

(listen) (listen)
Jan Pavla
Vaclav Julie
é
Hana  zdenék
pes ‘dog’ Jjméno ‘name’
(listen) (listen)
y
byt ‘apartment’ byt ‘to be’
(listen) (listen)
i
Jidlo ‘food’
(listen) (listen)
o)

§dke

okno ‘window’



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Winkel_triple_projection_SW.jpg
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-mapa.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ryanmilani/5275403364/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-otazka.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidlocke/3600836516/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-pes.mp3
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-jmeno.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jirivit/7863767244/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-byt.mp3
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:HamletSkullHCSealous.jpg
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-byt-1.mp3
https://www.pexels.com/photo/app-apps-cellphone-cellular-461452/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-mobil.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/myahyaorg/4516023662/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-jidlo.mp3
https://flic.kr/p/9jrosy
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nathanf/2379218580/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-gol.mp3

(listen)

==
& T

ukol 'assignment’ (listen)

tuZka ‘pencil’
(listen)
stul 'table'
(listen)

Special Pairs (i.e. diphthongs)

There are several pairs of vowels that get pronounced together in a way that resembles a new
sound. In actuality, they are just the combination of the two individual sounds, but especially for
English speakers it can be hard to predict what sound they will make.

Diphthong Pronunciation Czech Examples

au as in the exclamation ow!
auto ‘car’
(listen)
ou as in the English exclamation oh!

houba ‘mushroom’

(listen)

® There is no difference in pronunciation between these two letters. However, 1 is generally written at the beginning of
a word and ¢ is written elsewhere (i.e. middle or end of word).


https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-okno.mp3
https://flic.kr/p/b99uDH
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-tuzka.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hades2k/9069174814/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-ukol.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/miajudkins/4353388318
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-stul.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/109740338@N03/17607980710/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-auto.mp3
https://flic.kr/p/a39ope
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-Krystyna-houba.mp3

aj rhymes with kite, right

ej rhymes with play, may
kolej ‘dorm’
(listen)
oj rhymes with toy, boy
uj listen to listen )
Sl ‘-ﬁ
fuj ‘yuck, gross!’
Stress

Stress in Czech is always on the first syllable . What this means is that the main “beat” of the word
occurs on the very first syllable that you pronounce. Note that this is different from English, where
stress can fall on any syllable (for example, in the word pretty stress is on the first syllable, in the
word alike it is on the second syllable, in the word volunteer it's on the third syllable). In Czech,
stress placement is consistent and you will always find it on the first syllable. Keep this rule in mind
as you practice pronunciation and listen back through the words above to practice this stress rule.

Images used in this document come from these sources.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/trekkyandy/3315925213/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-caj.mp3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rutlo/3645609243/
https://realityczech.org/wp-content/uploads/Unit-1-kolej.mp3
https://pixabay.com/photos/men-jiu-jitsu-jujutsu-sports-8151667/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidlotito/4888282902/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zSVvQ1Po3k4-Sw8GvM3yMtkm03U0BWQ_nCFanxEs1Es/edit#heading=h.peo86am9am24
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