9.2 - Talking About Age

Kolik je ti let? / Kolik ti je let? / Kolik je vam let? / colloquially Kolik ti je?

We answered this question a long time ago when we talked about ourselves in unit 1.
Remember? Let’s review...

To ask someone their age, we ask them:

Kolik je ti let? - informal
Kolik je vam let? - formal

The forms ti and vam are dative forms of ty and vy, so we're actually asking ‘how many
years are to you?’

You answer by using the dative case forms of nouns or pronouns:

Dative of Pronouns

The table below gives the dative forms of personal pronouns next to the nominative
forms that we already know:

nominative dative
form form
ja mi, mné
ty ti, tobé
on mu, jemu
ona Ji
my nam
vy vam
oni (ony, ona) Jim




Remember that these are going to be in 2nd position, with the exception of the question
itself, where they are fossilized in place.

Dative of Nouns

The dative forms of nouns look very much like the locative forms we just learned
(though there will be some slight differences). Here is a table with the forms:

MA F
Hard Stem -ovi -e/-&
Jan — Janovi
Petr — Petrovi Aneta — Aneté

Karolina — Karoliné
Honza — Honzovi

*masculine names | sound changes: kK — ¢, r — F(also
ending in -a take -ovi | h — z, ch — §, but those are less
despite these names | common in names so won'’t be
following a feminine | important here).

pattern for other
case forms such as | Some examples:

acc., gen., instr., Veronika — Veronice
VOC. Séara — Sare
Soft Stem -ovi -
Lukas — LukaSovi Lucie — Lucii
Tomas — TomasSovi Marie — Marii

When a name is used, it tends to be put first.

Examples:
1 rok 2-4 roky 5+ let
singular verb plural verb singular verb
present Je mu jeden rok. Jakubovi jsou dva Je mi dvacet let.
tense L roky. o
Je ji jeden rok. Je ti tficet let.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTzK2Y_rf8kiAn8rsV7g-GZIE1f8KY6n4Sw7PW_wNxGK3uT5rmX7lWGiFF6onvw8AzNFjXOt85f6W8q/pub

Jsou mi tfi roky.

Jsou ji Ctyfi roky.

Hané je pét let.

Long forms

nominative dative short dative long form
form form (always in (typically the
2nd position) beginning or end
of the sentence)
ja mi mné
ty ti tobé
on mu Jjemu
ona Ji Ji
my nam nam
vy vam vam
oni (ony, ona) Jim Jim

There are technically long forms for all of these pronouns, but in some cases they are

exactly the same as the short forms. Long forms are used to place added emphasis.
You should focus on knowing these passively for now:

Jemu jesté neni dvacet jedna let.

Viypadam mladsi, ale mné je opravdu osmnact let.

Tobé je vazné tricet pét let?
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