1.4 - Adjectives Endings

In this lesson we will learn about adjectives in Czech. Adjectives describe some quality
of nouns. Examples of adjectives in English are: big, small, good, nice, pretty, ugly etc.

You will need to learn several new adjectives in this lesson. If you have not already
reviewed the adjectives from today’s vocab list, take time to do that here.

In Czech, adjectives are placed before the noun they directly modify, e.g. -

masculine

To je velky stul. To je stary pocitac. To je mlady muz.
This is a big table. This is an old computer. This is a young man.

feminine
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To je mlada Zena. To je velka tabule. To je stara kniha.
This is a young woman. This is a big blackboard. This is a an old book.



https://drive.google.com/open?id=1m6vjaT3CdOs2T5O6KZVHCGQwOhrg3wt2KXT9BnGEgYc&authuser=0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_long_table_ready_for_party_-_Langbord_dekket_for_fest_-_A.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Old_packard_bell_pc.jpg
https://pixabay.com/photos/entrepreneur-start-up-man-planning-593358/
https://pixabay.com/en/flower-child-hippie-flower-people-336658/
https://pixabay.com/en/blackboard-chalkboard-school-2618793/
https://pixabay.com/en/book-read-literature-old-learn-1740512/

To je hezké mésto. To je staré auto. To je velké namésti.
This is a pretty town. This is an old car. This is a big square.

When you combine adjectives with nouns, you have to think about the gender of the
noun that they are going with. In the examples above, the nouns were all masculine. We
know that because they all end in a consonant. The masculine form of an adjective is
the form given in vocabulary lists and dictionaries.

However, when combining adjectives with feminine or neuter nouns, we’ll need to

change the form of the adjective to match the gender of the noun that follows. The
following table is a summary of these adjective endings along with :

Hard Adjective Endings

masculine feminine neuter
-y -a -6
velky stl stara kniha staré auto
big table old book old car
stary pocitac velka tabule velké namésti
old computer big textbook big square

Adjectives in Czech follow either a hard or soft pattern. The adjectives in the chart
above are examples of hard adjectives. The reason they are called hard adjectives is
that the endings are not the type that can soften a preceding consonant.
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Soft Adjective Endings

Some adjectives follow a different pattern. These are called soft adjectives, which are
given in the chart below:

masculine feminine neuter
-i -i -i
moderni pocita¢ moderni kniha moderni auto
old computer modern book old car

It is easy to figure out whether an adjective is hard or soft by looking at its form in
dictionaries or vocabulary lists. If it ends in -y in the masculine singular, it is a hard stem
adjective. If it ends in -/, it is a soft adjective. When you learn an adjective, you have to
learn whether an adjective is hard or soft. It will then follow that specific pattern listed
above.

Two other soft adjectives that you have so far encountered are domaci ‘(of or related to)
home’ and psaci ‘(used for) writing’. Domaci ukol is a ‘home task’ (ukol ‘task’) and psaci
stdl is a ‘writing table’. Other examples of soft adjectives are inteligentni ‘intelligent’ or
hlavni ‘main’, such as hlavni nadrazi ‘main train station’.
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