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1. Introduction 

A hand-held circular saw is a portable, motorised saw that uses a rotating toothed blade to 
make straight cuts in wood, metal, plastic, and other materials. It’s commonly used for rip 
cuts, crosscuts, and bevel cuts. Proper safety, setup, and handling are essential for safe 
operation due to the saw’s power and speed. 

 

2. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

Always wear the following PPE when using a hand-held circular saw: 

●​ Safety goggles or a face shield: Protects eyes from sawdust and debris. 
●​ Hearing protection: Ear defenders or earplugs to prevent hearing damage from 

prolonged exposure to noise. 
●​ Dust mask or respirator: Prevents inhalation of fine dust, especially when cutting 

MDF or other dust-heavy materials. 
●​ Tight-fitting clothing and tied-back hair: Prevents entanglement in the spinning 

blade. 
●​ Non-slip, sturdy shoes: Maintains stable footing while operating the saw. 

 

3. Pre-Operation Checklist 

Tool Inspection: 



●​ Blade Condition: Check for sharpness, damage, and proper installation. A dull or 
damaged blade can increase the risk of kickback. 

●​ Blade Guard: Ensure the lower blade guard is functioning and moves freely to cover 
the blade automatically. 

●​ Power Cord: Inspect for wear or damage; do not use the saw if the cord is frayed or 
compromised. 

Settings and Adjustments: 

●​ Blade Depth: Adjust the blade depth so that only the teeth extend about 3 mm (1/8 
inch) below the material. This helps avoid excess strain and minimises kickback. 

●​ Bevel Angle: Set the desired bevel angle if making angled cuts. Ensure all settings 
are securely tightened before use. 

Work Area and Material Preparation: 

●​ Clear the area of debris and ensure the work surface is stable and level. 
●​ Secure the workpiece with clamps to prevent movement during cutting. 
●​ Check the material for any nails, screws, or foreign objects that could damage the 

blade or cause kickback. 

 

4. Operating Instructions 

Starting the Saw: 

1.​ Hold the saw firmly with both hands, ensuring a stable grip. 
2.​ Position the saw with the blade clear of the material before turning it on. 
3.​ Start the saw and let it reach full speed before beginning the cut. 

Making the Cut: 

●​ Body Positioning: Stand to the side of the cutting path to avoid potential kickback. 
●​ Feed Rate: Guide the saw steadily along the cut line without forcing it. Excess 

pressure can damage the blade and increase kickback risk. 
●​ Cutting Direction: Use the saw in the proper direction; cutting backward or forcing it 

against the blade’s rotation can be dangerous. 
●​ End of Cut: Allow the saw to complete the cut fully before lifting or changing 

direction, to avoid binding. 

Stopping the Saw: 

●​ Release the power trigger and let the blade come to a complete stop before setting 
down the saw. 

●​ Always wait for the blade to stop completely before removing it from the workpiece. 

 



5. Post-Operation Procedures 

Cleaning: 

●​ Unplug the saw and clean off any sawdust or debris, especially from around the 
motor and blade guard. 

Blade Care: 

●​ Inspect the blade for any signs of dullness or damage and clean off resin build-up if 
necessary. 

Storage: 

●​ Coil and store the power cord safely and store the saw in a dry place with the blade 
covered for protection. 

 

6. Common Hazards and Mitigation 

Kickback: 

●​ Risk: The saw can be thrown back toward the operator if the blade binds. 
●​ Mitigation: Maintain a steady feed rate, adjust blade depth properly, and ensure the 

blade guard works freely. 

Blade Contact: 

●​ Risk: Severe lacerations or amputation if hands or fingers come into contact with the 
blade. 

●​ Mitigation: Keep hands clear of the cutting area and maintain a strong grip on the 
saw. Never disable safety features or operate the saw without the blade guard. 

Flying Debris: 

●​ Risk: Eye injuries from sawdust, wood chips, or metal fragments. 
●​ Mitigation: Wear eye protection and keep the area clear of bystanders. 

Dust Inhalation: 

●​ Risk: Respiratory irritation from inhaling fine particles. 
●​ Mitigation: Use a dust mask or respirator, especially when cutting materials that 

produce a lot of dust, such as MDF or treated wood. 

 

7. Maintenance Schedule 

Daily: 



●​ Clean off sawdust and inspect the blade and guard for any issues. 
●​ Ensure all adjustments are secure before each use. 

Weekly: 

●​ Inspect the power cord, motor, and blade for wear or damage. 

Monthly: 

●​ Lubricate any moving parts per the manufacturer’s guidelines, and check the 
baseplate alignment. 

Annually: 

●​ Perform a full inspection and service the motor, blade guard, and electrical 
connections. Replace any worn or damaged parts. 

 

8. Emergency Protocols 

1.​ In the Event of Kickback: 
○​ Immediately release the power trigger and hold the saw securely. 
○​ Inspect the workpiece and saw for any issues before continuing. 

2.​ In Case of Blade Contact Injury: 
○​ Turn off the saw and seek medical attention immediately. 
○​ Follow emergency first-aid procedures, and alert workshop personnel if 

necessary. 
3.​ Fire or Overheating: 

○​ Unplug the saw, clear any flammable materials, and let the saw cool down 
before further use. 

 

9. Risk Assessment 

Hazard Who Might 
Be Harmed 

Risk 
Level 

Control Measures Residual 
Risk 

Additional 
Actions 

Kickback Operator High Adjust blade depth, 
use steady feed rate 

Low Provide training 
on kickback 

Blade 
Contact 

Operator High Keep hands clear, 
use guard, hold saw 
firmly 

Low Signage 
reminding of 
blade hazards 

Flying 
Debris 

Operator, 
bystanders 

Medium Wear eye protection Low Use dust 
extraction if 
available 



Dust 
Inhalation 

Operator Medium Use a dust mask, 
especially for dusty 
materials 

Low Install workshop 
ventilation 

Electric 
Shock 

Operator Low Inspect power cord, 
use in dry 
environment 

Low Routine 
electrical checks 

Lone Working Considerations: 

Lone use of a hand-held circular saw is permissible if: 

●​ A mobile phone or alert system is accessible. 
●​ The operator limits use to low-risk cuts and avoids working with unfamiliar materials. 

 

By following this manual, users can operate a hand-held circular saw safely and effectively in 
woodworking projects. Proper adherence to PPE requirements, cautious handling, and 
regular tool maintenance are essential to reducing risk and ensuring long-term reliability of 
the tool. 
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