
ELA 8 Unit 5-6 Persuasion Across Time and Space 
Activity 7 - Persuasive Essay Outline Handout 
 
 

I. Introduction 
What is your argument or main idea? This will be your thesis: 

  
  
  
  

II. Body 
What are three main points that support your argument? This is your evidence. 
1. 

  
2. 

  
3. 

  
  

What are the opposing views or arguments? Who might disagree with you, and why? Consider their point of 
view: 
1. 

  
2. 

  
3. 

  
  

How will you respond to the ideas or views of those who disagree with you? What counter evidence can you 
offer to persuade them to agree with you? 
1. 

  
2. 

  
  

III. Conclusion 
How will you end your essay? What will your closing be? 
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

This page from English Language Arts 8 by MN Partnership for Collaborative Curriculum is licensed under a Creative Commons 

Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.  Source material from ELL Stanford University. 

http://mncollaborativecurriculum.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://ell.stanford.edu/teaching_resources/ela

