Camp Wilderness History Project
https://nlcbsa.org/history/

Camp Wabaunaquat

Location: 47.11540984328871, -95.7623671675505
¢ White Earth Lake

Questions we have - do you know anything?

e When was it started? ?(1940’s) oron
o Who were the Camp Directors?
o Did they have Rangers?

o What else do you know?
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Operated by Lake Agaziz Council until the merger with the Northern Lights Council. Sold off in 1979-80. The last event at the camp
was the 1980 Fall Conclave where items usable for Scouts were moved to Camp Wilderness.

What the Dining Hall and the Trading Post looks like today taken from Google Earth
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CHIEF WABAUNAQUAT
(WAH BUN"A QUAT=WHITE CLOUD)

15 is the stoery of nn Indian chicf, Wabnunsgunt, who relgned over the Chippown
Tribe from 1R6T to 1868,

Many yenrs ngo, in 1R08, young Chief Wobtaunaquat decided to move hiz tribe
Westward from their Mississippi River village mear what is now Brainerd, Minnesota,
bo geck better hunting grounds, The migration wns expertly planned—all the primitive
mades of transportation belng employed for the journey which was to begin June 1,

. 1868, The new territory wns & dense wilderneas, which presented the Chief with many
probloms. For days the tribe endured hardships and misforiuncs s they strupgled
thraugh the wilderness,
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On the thirteenth day of the journey, while the braves were hunting for food,
Chiel Wobnunagquat set out alone to explore the region, To his delight he found nn
idenl wite for his tribe. Here wos o lake aboonding in fish, n land everrun with deer,
bear nnid buffala. The songa of many birds filled the mir, and the ground was covered
with flowers and some groina, He examined the rich soil nnd explored the high rolling
terrain. This, he decided, was the ideal hunting ground for the Chippowas,

Chief Wabaunsgquat hurried back te his waiting tribe and ordered n esneil fire.
He told them of this “land of plenty,” and named the lnke WHITE EARTH which
in Indinn language means “Gift from the Great Spirit” The Tollowing day, his tribe
arrived wt White Earth and pitehed their wigwanet That same night Chief Wabnunagqunt
hold another council fire in thanksgiving te the Creat Bpirit. This doy — June 14—
was the beginning of the commemoration of “White Enrth Day" which cach year
singe, the Chippewas have celebrated with great pow wows, Insting severnl dnys.

In the passing years the Chippewas abandoned thelr wigwama and built permancnt
log eabins. They tilled the sofl and raised sabundnnt craps, They hunted the forest for
game and fished the waters of beautiful White Farth Lake.

Chicf Wabaunuquat was n posceful Chief. Aftor his braves had fought muny bnbtles
with the Sioux Indinng, Chief Wabsunaquat negotinted u treaty of peace between the
tribez, The tribes became friendly.

Chiof Wabaunnquat's grave near White Earth in marked by two monuments: one
n mimple Indian stone, and the other a monument by the United States Eovernment
in recognition of his peaceful veign, *

Our Seout Camp ia named in honor of this great Chippews chief, WARA UNAQUAT.

Today Chief Wabaunaguadones ("Little While Cloud™), grandson of Wabsunaquat,
rules the Chippewas near the'shores of White Earth Lake. Chiof Wabaunnquadanes
said, *The Chippewns welcome the Boy Scouts to White Enrth Lake, I will visit their
campn afben ond tell the legends of my groat people.”
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The Gateway...

Watch -
https://voutu.be/2chF2qzPIml

Video done by Dave Quam, an
original Wabauanquat camper.

Full List of Videos -
fibocoransgp - YouTube
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Camp Wabaunaquat TimeLine

Let us know the dates and any additional information surrounding
these dates? What other events happened at Camp Wabaunaquat?

Purchased -

First Summer Camp -

Dining Hall Built

Trading Post Built -

Staff Cabins Built

Merger of the Councils - 1974
Last Summer Camp-
Property Sold -

Contact the History Project at northernlightsalumni@gmail.com
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SUMMARY OF CAMP PROPERTIES
AND ATTENDANCE

1968-1976

COUNCIL L. A. M. V. R. BR. V. G. P. TCITALS]
CAMF NAME Wabaunaquat Heart Butte | Wilderness Metigoshe N
LOCATION Ogema, Mn. Elgin, ND. Park Rapids, Mn.| Bottineau, Np.
SIZE 440 Acres 365 Acres 25400 Acres 320 Acres 3525
OWNERSHIP Owned Leased Owned Owned
OPERATED Summer Year-"Round | Year-'Round Tear="Round
LONG-TERM |
ATTENDANCE

1968 T4s 547 1765 | 538 3594

1972 710 532 1243 559 3044
L 1978 1164 724 2160 942 4990
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CAMP WABAUNAQUAT FOR SCOUTS
Surmmer only [ 440 / Scout camp

Location: 18 miles north of Detroit Lakes on U.S. Hwy, 59
and 10 miles east of Ogema on White Earth Lake.
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usiais 6l Iedeemation & Education

This heavily-wooded camp includes about one mile of shore
line of White Earth Lake. Since part of the camp is on
an Indian reservation, it 1s rich in Indian lore and tradition.
Boy Scout troops participate in conservation projects and
hikes, a nature program, and environmental improvement
programs which may be visited by the public during summer.
Omne facility 1s available for winter camping; groups may
reserve it or the other cabins (capacity: 150) upon approval
of the executive board.

AGuidate . . .

Minnesota
- nvironmental Education Contact: Lake Agassiz Council
- Areas Boy Scouts of America
Box 606

Grand Forks, N.D.
(701) 775-3189

https://www.leg.mn.gov/docs/2015/other/155116.pdf
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The Association of the Northern Lights Camps has established this trail with the hopes for a deeper
understanding of the heritage and legacy of Camp Wilderness and the Northern Lights Council.

We would appreciate any feedback that you may have from the accuracy of the
information to any additional information.

Update/Correct the History Project or Trail

Upload a Picture or Document

Contact the History Center or northernlightsalumni@gmail.com

Patch are available for purchase $15 in the Camp Trading Post, at the
Center for Scouting in Fargo, or by contacting the Association at
northernlightsalumni@gmail.com

Proceeds going to the History Center to help with operating cost &
expanding our collection

The Coffee Table Keepsake hook w/pictures $10 available at the
Camp Trading Post or Fargo’s Center for Scouting

There's a limited number of
“Hail to Thee - A History of Camp Wilderness”
$20 (plus $5 mailing) available at the Center for Scouting in Fargo
or by contacting the Association
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