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CAO LANH, QUE TOI

GS Nguyén Vinh Thugng

Loi tac gia :  Bai “ Cao Lanh, Qué hwong t6i” da dang trong Tp San
Nghién Cuu Van Hoa: Dong Nai- Citu Long” o California, Hoa Ky, so6 2:
thang 7 nam 20035:

“Do”‘ng Nai chim ddau dat lanh,

Ciru Long trix phii dan tinh am no.

Phuong Nam khai phong coi bo,

Con dwong nhdn ban tu do doi doi”.
NTL

Téi déing lai bai viét nay dé tuwong nho dén hai vi da givip tai liéu dé t6i viét
bai nay, mét phan ciia non séng gam véc & phwong Nam: - Ba Nguyén thi
Quynh da qua doi vaongay 27 thang Giéng nam 2010 tai Paris, Phdp,huong
tho dwoc 95 tuéi. Va cu Tran Quang Pai dd qua doi vao ngay 13 thang 12
nam 2010, huong tho dwoc 89 tuéi tai Toronto, Canada.
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T0i co sita chita va bo tuc mot vai cho trong bai dang ldn thir hai nay .

Toronto, 24 thang 12 nam 2013
NVT

"Hitu duyén thién ly nang twong ngo"

Céach day hon 10 ndm, 6ng ba Tran Quéng Dai d3 dinh cu

tai Toronto, Canada, do mot nguoi con bao 1anh. Ong cu da cho to6i mot )
sach va tai lidu noi vé dat Cao-Lanh dong thoi cling ké lai cho toi nghe nhiing
noi va nhitng diéu ong da biét trong quang doi 6ng da séng tai Cao-Lanh va
Sa-Péc. Cu nay di 83 tudi.

Nha van Huynh Trung Chéanh, tir mot thanh phd ¢ California Hoa Ky, da goi
cho t6i mot sd tai liéu vé Cao-Lanh.

Me t6i, Ba Nguyén Thi Quynh, nay da 90 tudi, dang dinh cu ¢ Paris, Phap
cling d3 ké cho t6i nghe nhiéu diéu mat thay tai nghe vé Cao Lanh, nhat 1a Ba
da chép lai mot bai tho duy nhat ma ba da sang tac vao nim 1947, ghi lai tAm
su cua Ba trong cudc tan cu cua dan Cao-Lanh trudc canh khoi lra chién
tranh vao hoi do.

Thém vao d6, mot s6 than hitru cia t6i & xa va gﬁn: co vi goi tai liéu, co vi
dién thoai ké lai viéc nay viéc khac, c6 vi di gdi e-mail (dién thu) gop ¥ va
cho thém tai liéu vé Cao-Lanh.

T6i chan thanh cam on tit ca cac vi di néu trén.

Khi sap xép tai liéu lai dé can cir vao d6 ma viét vé Cao-Lanh, t6i nhan thay
rang tai liéu van hiy con thiéu sot, c6 nhiéu diéu toi chua biét hét, va ngay ca
diéu t61 duoc biét thi cling chua chic dd dung. Thiéu sot, 1éch lac thi co thé
dua dén chd nhimg diéu t6i viét co thé sai lam. Toi udc mong cac doc gia sau
khi doc nhitng gi toi viét vé dat Cao-Lanh néu c6 chd thiéu sét, c¢6 chd sai thi
qui vi gitip gitim bd sung va sira chia lai.
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Cao-Lanh chi 1a mot ving dat nho ¢ phuong Nam cua dat nude Viét Nam.
Ngay xua, ca ving dit méi ¢ phuong Nam goi 1a Nam-Ky Luc Tinh vi gdm
coO 6 tinh nhu sau: 1. Bién Hoa, 2. Gia Dinh, 3. Dinh Tuong, 4. Vinh Long, 5.
An Giang, 6. Ha Tién. Dat nudc ta dd bat ddu mé mang b ¢di di vé ving dat
phia nam, mot mién dat tri pht va thinh vuong, da duoc khoang 300 nim
néu tinh tir lac chia Nguyén Phudc Nguyén ga cong chia Ngoc Van cho
qudc vuong Chan Lap Chey Chetta II nam 1620 roi mugn dat Prey
Nokor-Kaskobey dé thiét 1ap tram thué (1623), rdi duoc qudc vuong Nic Ton
ctia nuéc nay dang dat Tam Phong Long nam 1757 dé ta on. Roi Nghi Biéu
Hau Nguyén Cu Trinh lo viéc bao v¢ va mo mang dat Gia Pinh trong vong
11 nam (1754-1765), roi Tong Pirc Hau Mac Thién T v6i chirc vu Kham
Sai D6 Pdc tran thu Ha Tién d3 mé mang dat Ha Tién (gom Ha Tién - Rach
Gid — Ca Mau) ... cho den ngay nay, nam 2004.

Trong bai nay, to1 s& viét vé ngudn gbc dia danh Cao-Lanh, di tich Thap
Muo1 va nén van hoa Oc Eo.

Trong tuong lai, néu c6 co hoi thuan loi, toi s& viét tiép vé

- Céc nha cach mang khang chién chdng Phép tai Cao-Lanh va cac nhan vat
coO uy tin tai Cao-Lanh,

- Tinh than dan Cao-Lanh hay 13 phong cach ctia ngudi dan Cao-Lanh. Vin
tho Cao-Lanh, mot manh van chuong cta van hoc mién Nam;

- Phat gido xur dang trong ¢ tai Cao-Lanh, Hoa Thuong Pham Van Ho, tirc
Hoa Thuong Hau, va quan niém doc déo cua vua Tu Dt (1847-1883) trong
viéc sac phong cac cu si co dao cao duc trong lam Hoa Thuong, mét chire sac
cao cap trong hang gido pham ctia Phat Gido.

I. Nguon goc dia danh Cao-Lanh

Cao-Lanh cach Sai Gon 162 km dudng bo. Tir Sai Gon di qudc 10 4 (bay gid
1a quéc 16 1A) téi An Hiru rdi ré vé phia phai dé di vao duong lién tinh 40,
tire 1a duong di vé phia Tay Béc thi Cao-Lanh cach nga ba An Hiru 36 km.
Chung ta ciing c6 thé di qua Sa Péc roi tir Sa Péc di vé Cao-Lanh ciing dugc,
nhung thoi gian 1au hon vi phai qua bac My Thuan (bdy gid da c6 bat cay cau
ngang qua song Tién khoi phai cho doi qua bac nhu trude) réi qua Sa Péc, tir
Sa Béc di Cao-Lanh, trude khi qua Cao Lanh thi phai qua bic Cao Lanh. Cao
Lanh nam bén dong séng Cao Lanh dai 16 km 1a mot nhanh nho cta Tién
Giang.

Dudéi thoi vua Gia Long (1802-1819), Cao Lanh (chua c6 tén 1a Cao Lanh) la
mot phan dat thudc phu Tan Thanh tinh Pinh Tudng. Phit Tan Thanh gom
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hai huyén: huyén Kién Hung va huyén Kién Phong. Ong Chuong Dinh
Nguyén Httu Canh da thi hanh linh cua triéu dinh Hué dé kéu goi cac dong
bao tir mién Bac va mién Trung vao khai khan dat hoang ¢ viung dat moi nay.
Mot 86 luu dan Cao Lanh tir Thuan Hoéa nhung nhiéu nhat 13 tir Quang Nam,
mot it tr Pht Xuén va tir mién Bic. C4c luu dan dén tir mién Bic da dt
khoat roi khoi lily tre lang bao quanh cac lang mac 4m ctng cta ho dé di vao
ving dat m4i ma khai khan dat hoang, nhirng nguoi dén tir mién Trung ciing
101 bo noi chon nhao cit ran dé di 1ap nghiép ¢ ving dat mai nay. Luc dau,
cac luu dan Viét Nam tién phong dén khai khan ¢ Cao Lanh phai cuc nhoc va
d6i pho voi nhiéu tha rimg nhu ran doc, voi, cop ..., va pha cac dam ring
nhirt 1 cac rimg tram & ving Pong Thap Mudi, that sy thi khong phai dé an
dau. Cho mai té1 méy doi sau, con chau méi duoc hudng canh “lam choi

an thiét”, mot khi cac rimg ram da dugc khai khan dé trd thanh dong rudng
bao la, “co bay thang canh”.

Céc vi tién phong khai khan da noi:

“Mudi kéu nhuw sdo thoi,

Dia loi twa banh canh.

Co muc thanh tinh,

Ran dong biét gdy.”

(Ca dao)

Vung Dong Thap Muoi 1a mdt ving nude man dong chua, nude ¢ nhiéu
phen. Pat dai ¢ day rat thich hop vdi cay tram. Do dé ¢o6 rat nhi€u tién nhan
dén day gay dung thém céac canh dong tram, ngoai cac rung tram san co.

% % %

* T6i xin m& ngodc & day dé noi mot chut vé cac chuyén co lién dén bén
ngoai t6i .Ong Nguyén Xuan Trudc (1874 — 1957) 1a dng ngoai cua tdi, theo
101 ké lai cua ma t61 thi 6ng ngoai la mét béc tham nho va cting 1a mot thuong
gia co tleng 0 Cao Lanh. Ngoai lanh vyc thuong nghiép 6ng con tao 1ap hang
ngan mau rudng va cay trong hang trdm mau tram. Tram la loai cay song ¢
vung nude dong. Vuon tram cua 6ng nam ké vuon Tram cta ngudi em thir
sau cua ong la ong Nguyen Thanh T4, dan Cao Lanh trong thap nién 1940
thu’O’ng got la Sau T6. Vuon tram Sau T4 1a vuon tram noi tiéng O noi do. Ong
ngoai toi cay trong tram nham cung ung cho nhu cau vat liéu xay cat Ngoa1
ra ong con trong hang tram bui tre va cdy sao — mot loai cay cung cap van go
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trong viéc dong ghe thuyén, d6 1a mot phuong tién giao thong toi can thiét
cho ving séng nudc Pong Thap Muoi.

Ong ngoai t6i da 1ap “Van Tho Trang” & lang Hoa An vao thap nién 1930,
cach cho quén ly Cao Lanh khoang 800 mét. Tai day ong trong nhiéu loai cay
kiéng c6 duoc tinh trong thudc nam dé giup chira bénh cho cac bénh nhan
trong vung; ong tréng hoa Van Tho rat nhiéu, hoa Van Tho 13 biéu tuong cho
“Van Tho Trang”. Van Tho Trang g6m c6 mot biét thy 16n dé tho ong ba va
dé &, phia trudc co hang rao duc bang xi-mang c6t sat, ¢6 hai ctra 1on dé di
vao gia trang , chay thang hai bén hong biét thy, thich hop voi nguyén tac
phong thuy vé thiét ké ngoai that. Ngoai sau biét thu co nhiéu mau dat , ¢6
mot nha dya lta dé trir laa sau mua gat hai , ¢6 trong nhiéu loai ciy xo0ai nhu
xoai thanh ca , xoai hon, xoai tugng, xoai nghe c6 trong nhiéu loai mén cé
cay trai rat bu ,ddc biét co loai man xanh rat ngot, c6 nhiéu cay quit, cay cam,
nhiéu vi stra nhu va stra tim,va stra trang, c6 loai va sira c6 thé 16t vo nhu 16t
v6 cti khoai lang. O phia sau hon nita, c6 nhiéu mau dat vao mua nudc noi thi
trong laa , con mua nudce kho thi trong thude hut dé Ong hit va ban ... Sau
1975, Van Tho Trang di tré nén hoang tan, vi cac con chau khong con sdng &
day ntra.

Ma t61 ke lai rang anh cua Ma to1 la 6ng Nguyen Xuan Khot (1912 - 1943)
da dén song ¢ dong Thap Muoi mAy thang rong ra dé trong coi viéc cdy trong
tram trong cac canh dong cua ong ngoai to1. Trong thoi gian nay, cau N.X.
Khoi di dung qua lac (pendule) dé tim hiéu tinh chét cia ving dat nay dya
vao khoa hoc qua lic, Ong tién doan ving Pong Thap Mudi c6 quin mo &
dudi long dat nhu moé dau ltra, dau khi. Trude nam 1975, Ba t6i da dua vao
cac sach vo tai lidu ma 6ng di doc thi thdy néi noi ndo ¢ nhiéu tém thi noi
d6 c6 thé c6 mo dau lira. Ba toi noi 101 tién doan cta cau Khoi hdi khoang
nam 1930 c6 thé dang. Cau Khoi da dugce 6ng Ngoai téi cho di du hoc ¢ Ha
Noi vao dau thap nién 1930. Hoi d6, cac thanh thiéu nién & mién Nam thuong
dugc cha me cho di du hoc hoac & Phap hoac & Ha N1 vi Saigon chua co
truong Cao déng hoac Pai hoc. Cau Khoi 1a mdt cong tir thong minh va hiéu
hoc. O Ha Noi , vao thap nién 1930, 6ng 1a ngudi Viét Nam dau tién da dién
thuyét, gi6i thiéu cong dung cua qua lac trong viéc chuan mach bénh nhan,
du doan nguoi phu nir dang mang thai s€ sanh ra con trai hay con gai, viéc
tim mach nudc ¢ dudi long dat, quingmo v... v...

Hoi thang 9 nam 2012, mot vi ba con véi toi1 1a cu Tran Chau Tran d3 gdi1
tang cho t6i quyén sach xua da duoc in lai bang phong anh do cdu Khoi da
viét nhu sau
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Téc gid : NGUYEN XUAN KHOI
Tén sach : KHOA HOC QUA LAC
La Science du Pendule — ( Radiesthésie)
Loi twa: Bac SINGUYEN VAN NHA
Nha xuat ban: VU-TRANG, & Cholon: Juillet 1938

Pay la mot quyén sach co
gia tri vao cudi thap nién 1930: gidi thiéu khoa hoc qua lac, va chi cach st
dung qua lac dé du doan cac dicu da viét & trén.

Trong 10i tya, Bac si Nhi da gioi thiéu tac gia va tic pham vé khoa hoc qua
léc nhu sau:

. ong Nguyén Xudn Khéi la mot thiéu nién hdo hoc.
( ) nguoi ta chang nhitng dung cai qua ldc dé tim méi mede, ma nguwoi ta lai
dung dé dodn binh, dé béi mon thubce nao tri lanh binh, dé héi coi vt an thirc
uong cé bi tam djc khéng?

Té6i thdy nhiéu lan cdi qud ldc khéng cdi téi nhitng khi t6i xem mach dinh
chung binh. Thanh thu, lam khi toi dung qua ldc dé hoi nho trudc coi nguoi
binh dau chung gi. Vay sau toi moi dung khoa hoc ma nghién cuu lai.

Ong N.X.K c6 céng khdo ciru mét khoa-hoc it nguoi An-nam dé y. Rat khen
ong ham hoc, to mo swu tam. ( .....) Chdc rang céng ching sé hoan-nghinh
cuon sdch cia éng”.

Saigon, Juillet 1938

Docteur NGUYEN-VAN-NHA

% %%

* Tuong truyén vao nim Dinh Stru (1817) dudi doi vua Gia Long
(1802-1819), Ong va Ba B Cong Tudng goc & Quang Nam di huong Gmg
161 kéu goi ctia Chudéng Dinh Nguyén Hiru Canh di dan téi 1ap nghiép tai lang
MY Tra. C)ng Do Cong Tuodng, c6 tuc danh 1a Lanh, 1a ngudi chanh truc, nho
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hoc am tudng nén duge cu lam chirc Cau Puong, chire nay ¢6 nhiém vu phan
XU cac vu t tung trong lang. Ong 1ap mot vuon quyt rong 16n, cac cay quyt
c6 rat nhiéu trai nang triu, trong vuon quyt nay c6 mot san rong sat bén nha
duoc 6ng va nhiéu ngudi dan dung 1am noi budn ban ddi chac nhu mot cai
cho.
Vao nam Canh Thin (1820), tai lang My Tra da xay ra mot nan dich tro1, dich
nay lan tran qua nhanh chong, dan chung bi dich chét nhu ra, khong thudc
nao chira tri duoc dé ngan chan dich nay. Cai chg bén nha 6ng Tuong dan
dan Vang bong nguoi lui toi vi nan dich nay. Ong Ba D6 Cong Tudng dong
10ng tric 4n trude canh dan ching & day chét choc boi nan dich nay ma
khong co thudc nao chita chay, nén hai Ong Ba md&i nghi ra cach dat ban
huong 4n gitra troi, tai san cho bén nha 6ng, roi Ong Ba khan vai xin Troi
Phat cho Ong Ba chét thé mang cho dan chung & viing nay. Roi vao mung 6
thang 6 nam Canh Thin (1820), Ong Ba bat dau in chay lién tuc va cau khan
Phat Troi mdi ngay dé dan tinh thoat khoi nan dich nay. Qua ngay mong chin
thi Ba Tuong 1am binh dich trdi, tat hoi thé vao lac 10 gio dém. Ngay hom
sau, tirc ngdy mong mudi, thi Ong bat than nga ra chét theo Ba. Dén lang
xam lai lo an ting cho hai Ong Ba cuing mot lugt. Mot diéu than bi va ky diéu
xay ra 1a sau khi dan chung di chon cat Ong Ba xong thi dich troi chdm dut
va dan chung khong con bi dich troi hoanh hanh nira, dan chung dugc binh
phuc va tro lai cudc song binh thudng. Loi cau nguyén rat thanh tim caa Ong
Ba b6 Cong Tuodng da dugc on trén ching gidm.
Dan chung lai tiép tuc nhém cho & vudn quyt bén nha Ong Ba Tuong. Dé
tuong nhé cong dic Ong Ba Pd Cong Tudng, dan chung dit tén cai cho &
vuon quyt bén canh nha Ong Ba 1a cho “Cdu Lanh”. Dan chung da hop lai,
ban luan, quyét dinh 14y chit “Cdu” tir chirc “Cdu Puong” cuia dng, va chir
“Ldnh” la tuc danh ctia 6ng ma ket hop lai thanh “Cau Lanh”. Lau dan chir
au” da dugce doc trai ra 1a “Cao”, co nhiéu bo 130 da giai thich vi ¢6 nhiéu
ngudi Viét goc Hoa budn ban ¢ cho nay phat am 1a “Cao” thay vi “Cau”, 4m
Cao nghe ciing sudng tai nén réi moi ngudi déu phat 4m 1a “Cao Lanh” cho
dén ngay nay.
Sau d6 dan ching di cung nhau dong gop: ké gop cong, nguoi gdp tién mua
vat liéu, dé 1ap miéu tho Ong Ba DS Cong Tuong ¢ ngay noti hai ngdi mo cua
Ong Ba ¢ lang M¥ Tra 1am noi tho phuong hai Ong Ba.
Hang nim, vao ngay mung 9 va mung 10 thang 6 am lich la ngay via Ong Ba,
ban Té Ty va dan chiing tap nap kéo dén miéu cing vai va cau nguyén khoi
huong nghi ngit. Dan ching ¢ ddy di va dang hét 1ong kinh trong Ong Ba
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Cao Lanh, nén trai qua nhiéu bién cb va chién tranh 1au dai ¢ Viét Nam, miéu
thd Ong Ba Cao Lanh van con nguyén ven trude nhiéu canh thay cha d6i
ngdi & day. Miéu tho & dya mé kinh Thay Kham, cach chau thanh quan ly do
ba trim thuéc. Theo dan chiing, miéu thd Ong Ba Cao Lanh rat hién linh, ho
thuong dén day dé khan vai cho tai qua nan khoi va 1am an phat dat thinh
vuong, gia dinh binh an v.v...
Rat nhiéu nguoi dén day dé xin xam, lay qué xem diém tot xdu mdi khi muén
quyét dinh 1am mat viéc gi, chang khac nao quang canh xin xdm & ling Quan
Thuong T4 Quan Lé Van Duyé¢t tai ba Chiéu, thudc tinh Gia Pinh ngay trudc.
Tran Quang Hao trong quyén “Cao Lanh dén 1954” xuit ban tai Cao Lanh
thang 7 nam 1963, tr. 24 da ghi “Uy Ban Hanh Chanh dia phuong (1945) va
tudng Nguyen Hoa Hiép, d¢ tam su doan (1946) trude khi rat vo DPong Théap
Mudi 1ap chién khu déu dén xin xam noi day”.
Vin té Ong Ba Cau Lénh ¢ lang My Tra
“Lo tao ai xay, manh hinh ai ddp, tiéng tiéu thiéu chin chdp; sui sut kia vi néi
ddng cay, thiét van té mdy hang tinh tw ké ra tich 16p.
Thué Minh Mang kinh quyén, nguoi cé chirc chén thi thuyén, sam sira ciing
xué xang, nam Canh Thin (1820), phong khi dat khén doi, thdy thién ha nhon
nhang nhw sam chop.
Ngai thay vdy dau long x0t daq, thiét dan cau an 6n nhon dan; Troi nghe cho
trudc vo, sau chong, muon tleng dé cho thanh hoa hwong a ap, thoi dong theo
di xuéng chon huynh tuyén, déu di odi moi vé mién thach ldp, con song gio
phu thé la nghia trong, dem than cau thé tir it mudn ngan; cudc song tang
thwong bién cdi khé bao ndi.
Thay phdn ciru tri sanh nhiéu mdy thdp, tham la tham Ba mong chin ngay
trong thdng sdu, budc chdn lén Ngoc Pé qui tau,; thwong la thwong Ong
mong mudi sau co mot ngay, nhon got xuéng Diém Vieong ma bdo cap.
Nguwoi duong d ay ma cong trang duwong ay, nay hwong thon cam tuong tam
long vang, thdy giang san ma tui hé véi giang san, nén phé hdi sam dung
ban 1é bac, ngon rau tdc dat nhan én, bat niede cdy hwong xin huong giup
cho hwong Iy tho thay, vé lao thiéu nhut tan, trong phé héi dang khwong
cuong si dan tap.
Hoi 6i | Thuong thay !
(Khuyét danh)

Bai tho vinh Ong chii chg Cao Lanh
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Muoén miéng nhw nhau da noi ranh,
Cau-Duong la chuc, Lanh la danh.
Ldp lang kho nhoc, cong vira dut,
Cdt cho cham nom, viéc méi thanh.
Dan dung giac troi, cam tho tu,

Cu dén no miede, quyét hy sinh.
Thoat nan, ba tanh lo tho phuong,
Miéu dé ngan thu rang tiét lanh.
(Lang Ba)

O trudc gitta miéu thd Ong Ba Cao Lanh c6 4 chit 16n :
CHU THI PO CONG

Hai cau lién & trudc hai bén miéu :

My kiéng Ciu Pwong hivu chi lap thanh sanh biru cuéc,

Tra giang Lanh thi triém dn thwong mdi nhut vinh ba.

Mot tam lién treo & trong miéu do 6ng Pai Hwong Ca Huynh Kim Sanh ciing
duodng : )
“Chu Thi Miéu”

Mot tim lién treo tai bai duong do 6ng Huynh Thanh Pham ctng dudng :
“Hien Thé Luu Danh”
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Nam 1914, dudi triéu vua Duy Tan (1907-1916) quan Cao Lanh dugc thanh
1ap thudc tinh Sa Déc. Chau thanh quan Cao Lanh duoc dat tai lang My Tra.
Luc d6 tinh Sa Béc goém c6 3 ‘quan : Quéan Chau Thanh, quan Cao Lanh va
quan Lai Vung. Sa Déc do tiéng Mién la Phsar-Dek, nghia 1a cho st.

Hbi nam 1935, 6ng Huynh Kim Sanh 12 Pai Huong Ca lang My Tra da thinh
cau 6ng Pdc Phu Lé Vin Giap, cha quan (bay gio 1a quan truong) Cao Lanh
dé trinh 1én triéu dinh Hué xin phong than cho éng Chii Chg Cao Lanh. Qua
nam 1936, vua Bao Dai (1926-1945) da ra sic phong ong D6 Cong Tuong 1a
“Dywe Bao Trung Hung Thanh Hoang Chi Than”.

hinh cho Cao Lanh : internet
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Quan Cao Lanh ¢ giita Nam Viét, nam bén phia trai song Tién, phia dong
giap tinh My Tho (sau dbi 14 tinh Pinh Tudng va Kién Tuong), tay giap tinh
Long Xuyén (An Giang) phia nam giap Song Tién, phia bic giap tinh Tan An
(Long An).
Quéan Cao Lanh c6 3 tong 1a :
1. Téng An Tinh gém co cac lang Hoa An, Tan Than Pong, Tan Thuan Tay,
Tan Tich, Tan Thai.
2. Téng Phong Thanh thudc chau thanh quan Cao Lanh dat tai lang My Tra
gom co cac lang An Binh, M§ Ngai, My Tra, Nhi My, Phong M§, Tan An.
3. Tong Phong Nam gom co céac lang Binh Hang Tay, Binh Hang Trung,
Binh Thanh, My Hi¢p, My Hoi, My Long, My Thanh, M§ Tho, My Xuong.
Nim 1956, duéi thoi dé nhat Viét Nam Cong Hoa, chinh phu Sai Gon da
thanh 13p tinh Kién Phong, tinh ly dat tai Cao Lanh, tir d6 Cao Lanh tach roi
khoi tinh Sa Péc. Kién Phong ¢ cac quan Hong Ngu, Thanh Binh, Cao Lanh

.. Sau ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975, hai tinh Kién Phong va Sa Péc dugc sat
nhap thanh tinh Pong Thap. Tinh Pong Thap g(‘)m c6 hai thi xa la Cao Lanh
va Sa Péc. Thi xa Cao Lanh 14 tinh ly cta tinh Pong Thap; nhu vay, Sa Déc
khong con 1a tinh ly nita; tinh Dong Thap c6 cac quan : Tan Hong, Hong
Ngu, Tram Nong, Thanh Binh, Thap Mudi, Cao Lanh, Lip Vo, Chau Thanh,
Lai Vung.
Tinh Pong Thép 1a mdt trong ba tinh cta ving Pong Thap Mudi, 1a mot
trong 9 tinh ctia dong bang song Ctru Long, 1a mdt trong 58 tinh ciia Viét
Nam.

Vi tri Cao Lanh & mién Nam & Tinh Pong Thap (1999)
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Cao Lanh Phong Canh :

Cao Van tu thw kién da tai,

Lénh dia tang van ciu s giai.
Phong suong so dao tinh vo han
Cinh sdc xudn quang phung hi hdi.
(khuyét danh)

Vinh Cao-Lanh

Céi Viét troi Nam tiéng sam vang,
Nuorc song Cao—Lanh tro mau vang,
Dt vung ngoi viét dong to nho,

Con néi long nghién cdi doc ngang;
Viét-thach hién-thuwong ngdi chii-té,
Bueu-tinh chop nhoang cira van-chuwong;
My-Tra tréng thdy Vin-khéi vieong,
Nguea tia cwong buong da chdt dang.
(Ng. M. T., Sadéc nhon-vdt chi, 1926)

Vai dic diém ciia Cao Lanh:
* “Thuée ré Cao Lanh thom néng,
Con gdi Cao Lanh ma hong thdy mé”.
( Ca dao )
* % Ga noi va thudc 1a Cao Lanh:
“Ga nao hay bang ga Cao Lanh,
Thuéc ndao banh bang thuéc Hoa An”.
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(Ca dao)
- Ga noi Cao Lanh: ngdy xua, ga Cao Lanh rt ndi tiéng vi ga c6 cua
dai, gan ran chic,d4 nude nap. Ga Cao Lanh d3 timg d4 46 v6i ga Ba Piém,
thudc Quéan Hoc Mén, tinh Gia Dinh (truée 1975).Ga Ba Diém co cua cut
nhung don da rat nguy hiém, noi tiéng & mién bong. Co nhleu dd da an thua,
ga Cao Lanh & Dong Thap Muoi da thang ga Ba Piém ¢ mién Pong.
Ga noi Cao Lanh ndi tiéng dén néi nhiéu nguoi dan Cao Lanh dugc cac noi
khac vi nhu 1a “ga Cao Lanh”, tirc 1a dan Cao Lanh thi ngon lanh , banh lam,
cai gi cling mudn lam trude thién ha, khong mudn thua ai.
- Thuéc la: Cao Lanh 13 ving tréng rat nhiéu thude 14, thue thom véi huong
vi dac bi¢t. Vao nhitng nam 1940,41,42, thudc 14 Cao Lanh da duoc ban cho
cac hang thudc 14 16n & Saigon, Cholon nhu Bastos, Mic, Mitac, Cofat v..v...

* %k Xk

Trong thoi gian chién tranh & Viét Nam, Cao Lanh 12 mot vi tri chién lwoc
cho ca hai phia: Phap va Viét Minh; béi vi Cao Lanh & gan bién gigi Cao
Mién, va Pong Thap Mudi 1a noi rimg ram hiém tro nén Viét Minh iy d6
lam chién khu. Theo hiép dinh Genéve 20 thang 7 nam 1954, Viét Nam bi
phan chia 1am hai mién Nam va Bac lay vi tuyén 17 lam gidi tuyen Cao
Lanh 12 mét trong cac diém Viét Minh tap trung quan dé di tap két ra Bic
trong vong 300 ngay.

Quan do1 Hoa Ky da dét can ctr quan sy & Cao Lanh, ngay nay trén internet
chung ta ¢ thé doc nhiéu bai cac cyu quan nhan Hoa Ky di timg phuc vu tai
Cao Lanh. Cac cyu chién binh nay c6 ngudi viét bai ky niém, hoi bat hodc
tiy but vé ving Cao Lanh.

1. II. Di Tich Thap Mwdi va nén Vin Héa Oc Eo

Cao Lanh nam trén khu vuc song Ctru Long. Theo céc 1y thuyét ctia cac nha
dia 1y hoc thi vao khoang vai ngan nam truéc, muc nude Bién Pong di 1én
dén muc toi da, nhiéu noi & dong bang séng Ctru Long - O hai bén nhanh
Séng Tién va Song Hau — da timg bi ngap nudc. Roi dan dan muc nude bién
rut Xuéng va phu sa song Cuu Long (hai nhanh Tién va Hau giang) da boi
dan dan thanh dong bang bao la nhu ngay nay. Va tir nay cho dén vai tram
nam toi thi myc nude Bién Pong co thé ting thém vai thude nita, do d6 hién
nay thuong c6 nhiéu nan luc & chau tho song Ciru Long. Roi khoang vai ngan
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nam nira thi muc nudc Bién Dong s€ rut xuoéng rat nhiéu, Vinh Thai Lan ¢
thé tré thanh khé can, dong bang song Cuu Long s€ mo rong ra.
Péng bang Song Tién va Song Hau gdm c6 cac tinh sau day: An Giang, Long
An, Dong Thap, Tién Giang, Bén Tre, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, Can Tho, Soc
Trang, Kién Giang, Bac Liéu, Ca Mau.
Ngay xua, ngudi ta thuong da thay nhirng di tich ctia cac tau bién, co6 thé da
bi chim, nhu c6t budm, 10i téi, md neo ... gﬁn Cao Lanh con théy cac go cat
trang nhu Go Bac Vung, Go Da, Go Bac Chién, Go Pong Thap, Go Pong
Cat; ma xua kia c6 18 1a cac cu lao cat ven bién. Canh dong bao la quanh Cao
Lanh, Dong Thap Muoi 1a mot vung dat triing duoc phu sa song Ciru Long
bdi dap, nudc man van con o dong nhiéu noi, dat dai ngay xua hay con bo
hoang va rat thich hop cho cay Tram, & day c6 nhiéu ring Tram day dic; c¢6
nhiéu bau sen, lang bong sung, lung nang, dong lac. Ngay Xua ring ram o
day co6 nhiéu thu dir nhu ran, cop, voi ... ngay xua co noi voi di hang dan nén
goi 14 “Lang Tuong” & gan lang Tan Phu. Nguoi Viét Nam tién phong dén
khai khan dat hoang & Cao Lanh ngay xwa di nhan xét vé Pong Thap Muoi:
“Muéi kéu nhu sdo théi,
Dia loi twa banh canh.
Co muc thanh tinh,
Radn dong biét gay.” ( ca dao )

Cu Tran Quang Hao (1899-1981) subt doi séng tai dat Cao Lanh, 1a mot nhan
sT ¢6 nhiéu uy tin & noi day da chep:

“Hoéi nam 1931, ong DPéc Phii Tran Vin Mang, chii qudn Cao Lanh, sau khi
di kinh Iy o viing dam lay nay da lam phiic trinh noi vé mot ngoi thap ma ong
thdy ¢ canh dong nay len cdp trén cua ong. Cho nén qua nam 1932, ong
Parmentier, nha khao cé trir danh clia truong Bac Cé Vién Péng & Ha Nji
dén viéng di tich nay, phdi doan nay di bang xuéng, bang lia trdu vi chua co
duwong giao thong. Chinh nha bac hoc nay xem chit Phan khdc trén may bia
dd nirt né vi phong swong, tué nguyét va tan tac ngén ngang, da cho biét rang
day la cdi “Thdp Thir Muwoi” trong sé muwoi cdi thdp ciia vua chiia Thity
Chdn Lap héi xuwa. Vi thé thién ha da goi canh dong ménh méng c6 cdi thap
thir muoi dy la “Pong Thap Mwoi”.

“Thdap Muwoi” 1am toan bang nhiing tang da xanh ¢ trén mot go cat tai lang
M§ Tho thudc quan Cao Lanh vao luc bay gio. Chung quanh go cat 1a mot
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canh dong bao la cay cbi um tum, lau sdy chan chit. Mudn vao Thap Mudi thi
chi c6 thé di bang con song Can L6 (tiéng Mién goi 1a Nude Lon), con song
nay chay quanh co gitra hai bo lau séy.

O phia trudc Thdp Muwoi cd mot tuong da su tr va mot tru cu thach_(tru da
l6n) goi la Linga (duong vat) ¢ trang thai day sinh lyc tuong trung cho sy
sinh thanh, sinh ton ttrc 13 sy truyén glong Trong ton giao & An Do, than
Siva-Bhadresvara duoc tugng trung bang Linga.

Mot s6 di tich ¢o cung dugc tim thiy & day nhu tuong Phat, cac tugng tho
khéc bang da, bang dong deu dugc dem vé Vién Bao Tang Sai Gon, Vién Bao
Tang Sai Gon dugc xay cat tir nam 1927 va hoan thanh nam 1929, lic ay co
tén Vién Bao Tang Blanchard de la Brosse, d6 14 tén ctia Thong Poc Nam Ky
vao lac d6. Nam 1954 ¢6 tén méi 1a Bao Tang Vién Quéc Gia ¢ trén 5000 o
vat thudc cac nén van hoa cla cac nude bong Nam A.

Hoi nam 1964, gido su Nghiém Tham (d4 qua doi & Sai Gon sau nam 1975)
da huéng dan cac sinh vién mon nhan chiing hoc dén tham vién khao co Sai
Gon ndi trén, & trong khuon vién S¢ Thi/ Thao Cam Vién Sai Gon. Toi ciing
da thay Linga va con ca Yoni (Am vat) 1a mot tru da 16n ma phan trén c6 hinh
nhu mot cai chiu khong sau 1am. Linga va Yoni hop lai dé chi cho sw sinh
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thanh ciia vii tru. G.S. con giai thich trén dau cot tru da “Linga” dugc bong
lang 1a vi cac phu ntr, theo ton giao tho cac hinh tuong nay, tin rang khi muén
cau ty thi co thé 14y ban tay xoa 1én dau Linga va khan vai cho dugc c6 con.
O Nhat Bén, ¢6 vai noi tho Linga va Yoni duogc tac bang gd. Ctr mdi nim
trude khi lam mua, ngudi ta thudng 1am 1€ hoi dé cho Linga va Yoni dung
cham voi nhau véi mot niém tin 13 cac vi than nay sé& gitp cho dugc mua.

Nha khao c6 Phap Parmentier di cin ctr vio minh van & mot tim bia noi thap
cO ndy ma xac dinh rang ngoi thap co nay duoc vua Javavarman VII
(1181-1281) cho xay dung nén.
Thap Muoi1 cach chg Cao Lanh khoang 9 km.
Ngoai ra chiing ta thay con 2 truyén thuyét nita da giai thich vé ngudn goc
clia “ngdi thap cé lich sir” nay nhu sau:
1. Thap Mudi 1a cay thap c6 10 tang ciia Thién Ho Duong da xay cho nghia
quan lam tram canh gac. Thuyét nay khong dung ving, vi cach kién trac cua
ngon thap cung véi nhiing di tich dé lai ching té6 Thap Muoi thudc nén van
hoa Oc Eo d3 c6 tir thé ky I dén thé ky VI. C6 thé Thién Ho Duong da sir
dung cay thap co sin dé lam vong gac.
2. Thap Mudi 1a ngdi mo thap cia vi vua thd mudi ciia vaong quc
Phu Nam. Thuyét nay khong ¢ gi chimg minh mét cach rd rang, nhu da noi
trén, nha khao c6 Parmentier da xac dinh 13 vua Javavarman VII (1181-1281)
cho x4y ngdi thap cb nay.
“Thdp Muwoi nuede man dong chua,
Phu sa muén dam cua vua chua vang”
(Ca dao)
Péng Thap Mudi nam trong khu vyc d6ng bang song Ciru Long. Pong bang
song Cuu Long thudce vé vuong quéc Phu Nam vao thoi xa xua. Phu Nam
(Fu Nan) 1a tiéng phién am trong sir liéu c6 ctia Trung Hoa nhu Tan Thu,
Luong Thu tir hai chit Phan “Biu Nam” dé chi mot vuong quéc co trude
vuong quoc Khmer. Theo truyén thuyét, vwong qudc Phit Nam duoc thanh
1ap do sy phéi hop cua hai dong ho Somac (Mit tring) va Kaundynia (ngudi
thudc dang cap giao si Ba La Mon) vao dau thé ky 1. Dé d6 cuia dat Phu Nam
1a Vyadhapura (tiéng Phan c6 nghia 12 d6 thi ctia cac nha sin ban) ndm gan
d6i ntii “Ba Phnom” (Phnom c6 nghia 13 nai) va ¢ gan x4 “Ba Nam” ¢ trong
tinh Prey Veng thuoc Cao Mién (Campuchia) ngay nay. Hbi ay, Phi Nam
nam trén dong bang séng Ctru Long bao gdm nhiéu lwu vuc cta cac con song
nhu Song Tién, Song Hau, song Vam Co, song Pong Nai va song Sai Gon.
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Qua thé ky II cho dén the ky VI, vuong qudc Phu Nam da phat trién thé luc
sau mot thot gian cung cb xdy dung nén mot triéu dai 16n. Triéu dai Pham Su
Man (Sri Mara, tiéng Phan) tri vi khoang 225-230 Tay lich 14 thoi ky hung
thinh ctia xt Phu Nam, trudc stc hung manh dang 1én, nha vua cho déng
nhiéu chién thuyén dé vuot bién danh chiém thém cac nudc & ngoai hai déo
dé mé mang b ¢di. Vuong quéc Phi Nam di thong tri ca ving dat bao la trai
dai tir dong bang song Ctru Long dén song Ménam (Thai Lan) va xudng dén
tan cac hai dao Indonesia, Ma Lai.

Tir gitta thé ky 11T dén gitra thé ky VI, Phu Nam d3 lién hé ngoai giao voi
Trung Hoa va An D0.

Phu Nam d4 12 mot cuong qubc dau tién xuét hién trong lich str Pong Nam
A, cling nhu dé quoc La M3 trong lich sir Au Chau. Uy thé cta ca hai x&t nay
con ton tai kha 1au sau khi bi sup dé.

Nam 1944, nha khao c6 nguoi Phap 1a Louis Mallaret, thudc truong Vién
Pong Bac Co, da dao duoc nhiéu c6 vat & Oc Eo. Oc Eo ld noi thudc xa My
Ldm, tinh Long Xuyén bay gio; ¢ gan nii Ba Thé (Ba Phnom) & Chdu

Poéc. Oc Eo 1a hai cang ctia Vyadhapura, theo sach ¢6 Trung Hoa thi dé do
Vyadhapura cach bo bién 120 hai 1y. Tai Oc Eo thay c6 nén mot thanh c6 dai
1500 thude, co nhiéu d6 trang strc véi nhiéu loai khac nhau: dat nung, thuy
tinh, da quy, kim cuong, chi thiéc, bac vang...con c6 bua deo, con ddu va
dong tién nhiéu loai, ¢6 ca dong tién La Ma nita. Pic biét c6 nhiéu dong tién
cat doi, cat tu, cat tam 1am tién 1¢ ... Toi nhé lai hoi khoang 1953, 1954 &
Viét Nam nguoi ta xé 1 dong bac gidy “Bao Dai” ra 1am 2 phan bang nhau
theo chiéu doc dé 1am tién 1&, mdi bén 5 cic (50 xu). Tai Oc Eo, nha khéao cb
con tim thay cac khué bai bang vang ctia hoang dé La M4, Antonius Pius,
nam 152 T.L. va cc an chiéu ghi chir Phan thoi nay.

Oc Eo 1 trung tAim thwong mdi ctia nhiéu ngudi ngoai quoc & trén xir
Phu Nam ké tir thé ky I. Xt Phi Nam 6 trén con dudng thily giao thong
gitta An D¢ va Trung Hoa. Céc sir liéu cua Trung Hoa di chép rang xtr Phu
Nam c¢6 nhiéu sdng rach 16n, da gitp ngudi Trung Hoa c6 thé chay thuyén
budm di xuyén qua Phu Nam dé dén hai dao Ma Lai.

Theo truyén thuyét, c6 mdt con bao lut dir doi (tsunami) da tan pha hai cang
Oc Eo va kinh d6 Vyadhapura ctia vuong qudc Phu Nam thanh binh dia. Cac
nha khao ¢d va nha st hoc chua xac dinh dwgc nam nao.

Céc nha khao c6 da giai thich va xay dung lai doi song kinh té, phong tuc, tap
quan cling nhu doi sdng tinh than, tin ngudng ctia cu dan ¢ dy. Can cur trén
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cac ¢o vat, di tich tim duoc tai Oc Eo, Céac nha khao co goi nén van hoa cé
dic tinh nhu & Oc Eo 14 van hoa Oc Eo. Vin hoa Oc Eo da trai khip trén
vuong qudc Phit Nam tir thé ky I dén thé ky VL. Riéng & Viét Nam, nén vin
minh nay duoc trai rong tir cao nguyén Lam Pong cho dén ving rimg rim U
Minh ¢ Rach Gia Ca Mau.

Gan day, mdt s6 ¢b vat duoc khai quat c6 nhiing dac tinh duoc Xép vao nén
minh Oc Eo, cac di chi nay dugc khai quat &: Nén Chua (1982-1983), nhiéu
di chi méi khai quat thém & Oc Eo vao nam 1983, 1984,1993, Go Thap
(1984,1993), Pa Noi (1985), Cay Gao (1986-1987), Go Roc Chanh (1986);
Pong Bo (1986 -1987), Luu Cir (1986-1987), Binh T4, thudc quan Dtc Hoa
tinh Hau Nghia (1987-1989), Go Thanh (1988).

Céc nha khao ¢6 hoc phuong tay chia ra 6 thoi ky dé nghién ctru vé khao co
hoc & ving ddng bang song Ctru Long nhu sau:

1. Thoi ky tién st va so st tir nguyén thiy cho dén dau Tay Lich;

2. Thoi ky Oc Eo: dau Tay Lich dén thé ky VI-VII (twong Gmg voi vuong
quéc Phu Nam);

3. Thoi ky tién Angkor: thé ky VI-VII cudi the ky VIII;

4. Thot ky chuyen tiép: dau thé ky IX cudi thé ky IX (thoi ky tién Angkor va
thoi ky chuyén tiép twong tmg véi thoi ky hau Oc Eo, thoi hau Oc Eo tuong
Ung voi thoi ky Thuy Chén Lap);

5. Thoi ky Angkor: cudi thé ky IV giita thé ky XV;

6. Thoi ky hau Angkor: gitta thé ky XV tré vé sau.

Ve phwong di¢n tin ngu’o’ng cac di tich thuéc nén van héa Oc Eo, chirng t6
rang An D¢ gido va Phdt gido da dwege phé bién va lieu hanh trong déan gian
& xit Phiy Nam. Hai tén gido nay dwoc du nhdp vao dong bang séng Ciru
Long vdo thé ky thit I cia Tay Lich.

* Vé An P gido, nguoi ta tim thdy Linga bang da, biéu tuong cua
Siva-Bhadresvara, Yoni bang d4 hoa cuong, twong than Visnu to bang ngudi
that. Lai con c6 bua deo 1am bang da quy, thiy tinh, hop kim bang thiéc c6
hinh bo btru, dinh ba (biéu tuong cua Siva) hinh con 6¢ (b1eu tuong cua
Visnu); nguoti deo bua tin tuong rang strc manh cta cac vi than c6 thé che cho
hay bao v¢ cho ho. Ta nhan thy tir xa xua, con ngudi da c¢6 niém tin vao ma
thuat, tire la tin tudng rang cac bua deo c6 thé c6 ma luc tac dong mot cach
c6 hiéu qua va tryc tiép vao ngoai canh. Cac nha khao c6 con thdy tugng hinh
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nguoi dan ba khoa than ngdi trong mot tu thé rat thoai mai, thuong thuong 1a
mot nguoi dan ba ¢ bau.

Nguoi Phu Nam xua tin tuéng rang ngudi dan ba dang mang thai tugng trung
cho mdt nang luc gitp cho su sinh s61 ndy nd, dem lai su phén thinh cho viéc
1am #n budn ban va mang lai sy phi nhiéu cho dat dai dé co thé git hai duoc
vu mua tt.

Trong quyén “Sir Liéu Phit Nam”, Lé Huong d3 dich mot ban vin viét bang
Phan ngir tim thay trong di tich Go Thap (¢ Pong Thap Muoi). Ban van nay
d3 duoc chép lai nhitng nghi thire tho than Visnu nhén dip thai tir
Gunavarman dugc sic phong dé tri vi & ving Pong Thap Mudi hoi thé ky thir
VI

“Nha vua dd cudi mot ngwoi dan ba dep cé mot dang di ...va mét thdt lung
xinh xdn, sinh dira con trai tén Gunavarman, tém hon cao thwong va tri
théng minh ... Do nha vua gdp vin may cé dang di hiing dung ciia vi than
Vikramin va chinh la “Mdt Trang” cia dong déi tién viwong Kaundinya, vi
thai twr nay du con nho tuéi da dwoe chi dinh lanh dao mét dia phuong sung
dao chinh phuc trén bin lay, nho ngdi la ngueoi c6 dao dirc va pham hanh.
Do thai tw Gunavarman ... cua ba me ngai, da dat trén mat dat mét dau chan
ciia than Bhagavat, ddu chdn ma cdch trinh bay véi sdc théi khong thé so
sanh dwoc do ngdi xdy dung, (ngdi) khéng con mudn hinh anh ndo khéc trén
doi nita.

Ngay thir tdm, ddu chén nay ciing déng chie than do cdc tu st Ba La Mon,
théng hiéu kinh Veda, kinh Upavada va kinh Vedanga, giong nhi nhitng
ngueoi bat tir, dd nhdn nhitng hudn diéu trong kinh dién Cruti, tuyén bo danh
xung trén mat dat la Crakratirthasvamin.

Mong rang nguwoi sing dao doi véi vi than ngw tai dia diém da kinh déang lén
than Sri Cakratirtha, diéu thién ... cia thdi tir Gunavarman dao dire, hiéu
thudn va nhadn tir hodc nguwoi ndao chi di vao (dén), sé dén noi an nghf téi cao
ciia than Visnu véi tam hon hoan hi, gidi thodt dwoc nghiép chiedng xdu xa
cua minh.

Nguoi nao dwoe Gunavarman la vi théi ti rdt chudéng sie cong bang ky thac
cho than Bhagavat phdi tudn theo lénh ngdi, tity theo sir sdp xép ciia tat cd tu
si Bhagavatas, nhiing ke khén khé khéng dwoc bdo vé va nhiing ke lam viéc
tai noi ddy, chiéu theo ludt dinh, ké ndo lam trdi nguwoc quy tdic sé sa xuong
dia nguc cua diém vuwong Yama cung voi nhitng ké mang nang trong toi.
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Mong mng nguoi co tam hon cao thwong sé lam khoi sdc nhitng diéu tot dep
ciia than Bhagavat ... dwge dén noi nght t6i cao cia than Visnu va dat duwoc
mot thanh danh to tat, vui huwong niém hanh phuc vo bién.”

Ciing trong quyén “Str Liéu Phu Nam” nay, Lé Huong con dich ban minh vin
“Neak Ta Dambang Dek (Takeo) chép vé viéc 1ap tu vién thd than Visnu do
hoang hau Kulaprabhavati, chanh cung ctia vua Kaundinya-Jayavarman vao
thé ky V:

“Cho ngum nang long suy tuong an gzac ngan thu noi lang tam nay la viing
bién sita, nam trén givong day nhitng ran Sesa uoéng cong minh; chiic nguoi
yén nghi noi dday gom ba thé gii trong long minh, nguoi nam day cé mot doa
hoa sen moc tir cuén run™(“nguoi nam day c6 mot doa sen moc tur cubn” 1a
than Visnu ), bdo vé hodng hdu, chdnh cung ciia quéc vieong Sri Jayavarman.
...no1 cuw ngy cua tin d6 Ba La Mén giao tai thanh Kurumba ... da dung mot
twong than trang sivc bang vang ...voi tam tw triu ndng vi nhitng két qua
khong tot cua viéc lam ... dii ¢6 diéu vui vé nhung thiéu niém hanh phuc.

Néi danh trén hoan vii nhw hoang hdu,nhuw chénh cung Saci cua quoc virong
Sakra, Svaha, cua than lira, Rudrami, ciia Hara va Sri ciia Sripati, rat muon
dwoc két duyén véi quoc vieong Sri ... dd nhiéu phen nhdn xét sw bat nhdt ciia
nha vua trén thé gidi ...

Rat than mdt véi quoc vieong Sri Jayavarman ... dd nhdn nhuw la nguoi ban
ciia ba va hwong nhiéu hanh phiic ... dd y thirc rang viéc thu hwéng nhiéu lac
thu chong tan nhuwr bot nuoc ... (ba xdy cdt) mot tu vién cé hé nuéc cé mét tw
that...”

Tai chua Buru Son, ¢ thi xa Bién Hoa, tinh Déng Nai hién nay, c6 tho mot
tuong than Visnu bon tay bé‘mg da, ¢ trong mot tu thé ngff)i, lung dua vao mot
phién @4 hinh vong cung dinh nhon c6 khic 9 dong chir Chiém Thanh co, cac
nha khao ¢6 du doan tuong nay duoc tac khoang thé ky tha XIII.
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Tuong than Visnu cao 1 thudc 9, ngdi trén bé da day 0 thuoc 39. Than Visnu
ngdi xép bang, hai tay trudc dat 1én dui, moi tay cam mot cay gay ngan Hai
tay sau dua lén cao, tay phai cam mot banh xe nho, tay trai cam con dc. Than
Visnu mang nhiéu d6 trang strc: mao gom mot vuong mién va mdt chop tron
nhon trén dinh dau, hoa tai lon ri xudng vai. Vong deo co 16m, rong dén nira
vai va che phan trén nguc, gom hai hat chudi dai treo thong xudng. Mot day
quang chay tur vai trai xuéng bung, vong qua hong phai, ludng dudi mép trén
& ¢0 tay; hai tay sau c6 deo vong tram trd & ¢ tay.

* % V@ Phit gido, song song v4i su phat trién ciia An b6 Gido, Phat Gido
cling phat trién vuot buc nho sy truyén b4 dao Phat tir An Do duéi thoi vua
Asoka (A-Duc Vuong). Nhiéu tuong Phat bang gb, da va dong da tim thdy &
nhiéu noi, cac di tich nay thudc thoi dai van hoa Oc Eo nhu ¢ Kién Giang
(Rach Gi4), Pong Thap Muoi, Hau Giang, Ving Tau . . Nhiéu biada o
Chiém Thanh (Chan Lap, Lam Ap) khac bang chir Phan giang vé Phat Phap
cung da duoc tim thdy. Cac nha khao c6 tay phuong dé tim thiy & M4 Lai 2
tAm ng6i lop nha trong mot khu da hoang phé co khic chtr Phan, c6 I€ trudce
day la mot can phong cua mot vi thién su, mot trong hai tim ngéi ay c6 ghi
101 giang cua kinh Phat vé thuyét nhan qua, dugc dich nhu sau:
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“Nhdn qua la can nguyén cia sw ludn hoi, khi nguoi ta sang sudt thi ludt
nhdn qua khéng tdi sinh nita, va néu dirt dege nhan qud thi khéng con tdi
sinh nita (ludn hoi).”

( Hall, D.G.E.: Péng Nam A sir lwoc, Nguyén Phiic Tan dich, NXB Khai Tri,
Sai Gon 1968.)

G.S. Mai Tho Truyén, trong bai giang “Lich sit Phdt Gido Péng Nam

A” khéa mua xuan 1965, tai Vién Cao Déng Phat Hoc Sai Gon da giang réng
vao dau thé ky VI, hai nha su Phu Nam 13 Sanghapala (Ting Gia Ba La) va
Mandra (Man Da La) da qua Trung Hoa va dich kinh Phat cho triéu dinh nha
Luong. Mandra dén kinh d6 Trung Hoa vao nim 503; ké tir ndm 506 ngai
cung vO1 Sanghapala cong tac trong viéc dich thuat kinh dién nha Phat. Nam
546, triéu dinh nha Luong d3 yéu cau vua Phu Nam g0l cao tang dén Trung
Hoa, vua Phit Nam d phai dai su Paramartha qua thuyét giang Phat Phap &
Trung Hoa.

Trudce do, vao ndm 484, dac st cua xtr Phu Nam la dai su Sakya Nagasena
(Sa-Ky-Na-Gia-Tién) tai triéu dinh nha Nam T¢, di dang 1én hoang dé Vinh
Minh mot to biéu c6 mot doan dai noi vé Phat, B6 Tat, va nhimg khai niém
vé Ba-la-Mat (Paramita), kiép, nghiép, luan hoi, tam bao ...
Tw twong Phdt Gido cling da dugc bién soan dé truyén b4, nhiéu minh vin
duoc thdy da ghi lai tu tuong Phat Gido bang chir Phan. Lé Huong, trong
quyén “ S Liéu Phii Nam” da dich bia V Canh (¢ Khanh Hoa) do vi vua ke
nghlep cua Sri Mara 1ap ra vao khoang cudi thé ky thir I1L, ¢6 doan ghi:

..long trdc an doi véi muén loai .
Ngwo‘z thuoc giong vua Sri Mara, ngu’m dwoc danh dy cung huyet thong véi
(vua)Sri Mara da tuyén bé giita (budi hop) nhitng ke ay, loi néi day hdo y doi
v6i mudng lodi. Nguoi la bdc wu ti nhdt cia hai “Karin” khi ngw trén ngai
vang. Nguoi xem xet tinh trang bdt an ciia thé gian ma rang:

“Khi con tram va em tram cung nguoi nao khdc dwoc théa mén ¥ muon
chiém tai san lam ciia riéng ...nhitng gi (tao thanh) kho tang cua tram, bac,
vang, nhitng vdt hay doi doi va bat dong, tdt ca mén ay, tram cuing hién cho
ho voi niem vui suong va sy loi ich (cho muon loai) ..

Tu tudng thuong x6t mudn loai thé hién triét 1y dai tir dai bi ctia Phat Gido va
quan niém vé 18 vo thuong ctia cudc doi 1 nén tang cin ban cia triét 1y dao
Phat. Sy hy sinh cuia cai vat chat dé gitp d&, b thi cho ngudi nghéo kho 1a
thé hién long tir bi ciia nha Phat. Qua doan minh van trén ching té vi hoang
dé cua xtr Phu Nam luc Ay da tham thudn tu tudng Phat Gido.
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Ciing trong quyén “Sir Liéu Phit Nam” Lé Huong d3 dich bia Ta Prohm ¢
Bati nhu sau:

“Vinh diéu thay cho ke chién thcfng duweoge ké thi la tat ca sw dam mé véi
nhitng déu vét ciia chiing (mam méng, nghia34la2 sy dam mé trong trang
thai ngu say). Vinh diéu thay cho nhitng ke dat duoc trang thdi hoan toan
trong moi viéc ma 1y tri khéng nhén chan nhitng chudng ngai, hiéu dwoc kinh
Jina voi long tir bi va huéng vao hanh phiic ciia ngwoi khdc, ma diém vinh
quang vi dai va khéng ti vét truyén bd trong khdp lanh vuc cia khéng gian.
Sau khi citu vot dwoc thé gici dam chim trong long dai dwong ciia ba diéu
kién tao dung (wa nhuc duc, nhuc thé, vé hinh) va dat toi Niét Ban la vung
ddt cao nhat khéng thé thcfy dwoc, khong thé so sanh dwgc... dang Tén Sw d ay
ma nhitng thanh tich nham vao sy tao hanh phiic cho muén loai, hién nay van
con ban bé hanh phiic cho ké khac.

Tat ca viéc thién ciia nha vua rat muyc trung thanh voi Phdt phdp (dharma) ..
muc dich thie hién nhitng y dinh tot ciia ngai doi voi thé gian va khéng phdi
(dé thuc hién) nhitng viéc lam ciia tén Ksatrija trai nguoc voi y ngai.

Pirc Thich Ca, ditc Dharma, dirc Sangha, méi vi véi tat cd dire tot, wu tii .
nguoi thuc hién moi hanh vi cua mot Upasaka, khong bi sa nga...”

Si mé 1a mot mam mong cua tam doc: Tham, San, Si. Tam bao: Phat, Phap,
Tang, Niét Ban, diéu thién va cach hanh tri dé khoi sa nga déu dugc giang
day. Cac diéu nay da chimg to cac nha su Phu Nam d3 c¢6 mot kién thire vé tu
tudng Phat Gido that 1a uyén tham dé di thuyét phap va hoang duong chanh
phap ctuia nha Phat.

Qua cac st ligu néu trén ching ta co thé két luan rang Phdt Gido da duoc
truyén ba qua Trung Hoa, xuyén qua ngd Phu Nam, vao cudi thé ky VI. Nhu
vay Phat Giao da duoc thuyét giang ¢ Trung Hoa, triét Iy Phat Gido da hap
dan cac dai su Huyén Trang (629), Nghia Tinh (671) va da la trg duyén cho
cac ngai trong viée quyét dinh di qua An D6 dé nghién ctru Phat Phap va
thinh cac kinh dién nha Phat.

Nguoi ta di tim thay mot pho twong Phat bang da 16n va nhiéu tuong nhé &
nai 16n gan Ganh Rai c6 dic tinh cua thdi hau Oc Eo. Tuong Phat ndy dang
duoc thd phuong 6 trong mot ngdi chiia ¢ xa Thang Tam thudc thi x4 Viing
Tau.
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Tuong Phat béng sa thach cao 1 mét, bé da cao 0.18 mét. Birc Phat ¢ trong tu
thé ngdi thién, chan xép bang theo 16i hoa sen, hai tay ndi truéc bung, ban tay
phai dat trén ban tay trai, ca hai ban tay déu tya trén chan phai. Guong mat
dtrc Phat theo doc dang An Do, miéng mim cudi mot cach nhén tir, toc xodn,
khoac 40 ca sa bo nguoi dé 16 vai phai.

Trong bai nay chung t6i d khong trinh bay chi tiét vé doi song kinh té,

phong tuc, tap quan ... cua cac cu dan cua vuong quoc Phu Nam vao thoi dai
Oc Eo. Chiing t6i chi trinh bay mét s6 nét chinh vé An D¢ Gido va Phat Gido
ma thoi.

Cac nuéc Pong Nam A néi chung va Viét Nam néi riéng 1a thién dang ciia
cdc nha khdo c¢6, vi noi day c6 nhiéu cb vat, nhiéu di tich d4, dang va sé& duogc
khai quat nén cac nha khao c6 co co hoi dé kham pha va thyc hién kha nang
cua minh trong viéc giai thich va phac hoa doi song tinh than va vat chat cia
cac cu dan sdng vao mot thoi ky xa xua trong lich sit Dong Nam A.

Viét lan thir nhat tai Toronto, ngay 26 thang 12 nim 2004.

Ban c6 swa chua va bé tiic thém, thang 12 ndm 2013.
Nguyén Vinh Thuong
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