
YOUR
ONE-STOP SHOP

Senior Passion Project

Helpful Research Resources

SECTIONS:
(Click on the section, it’ll take you right to it & the resources beneath. Nifty, huh?)
❖ SOURCES

❖ BEFORE WE DIVE IN: Senior Passion Project Basics

❖ HOW YOU’LL BE ASSESSED: Scoring Rubrics

❖ FOUNDATION FOR SUCCESS: Research Components - Instructions, Steps, & Process

❖ GENERAL WRITING STRUCTURE & MLA FORMATTING: Works Cited & Citations, Table of

Contents Template, Title Page Template, Printed Packet Template

❖ PROJECT REQUIREMENTS: Trifold, Physical Product, Etc.

❖ VALUABLE RESOURCES & BONUS MATERIAL: Owl Purdue, Writing Guides, How-To Vids, Slides

SOURCES

RESOURCE NAME & WHAT IT’S GOT TO OFFER RESOURCE LINKS

LHS Library: Research Databases & Access Info

➢ ONLY NEEDED WHEN NOT ON LHS NETWORK
➢ Vetted Articles. Millions of ‘em. Really.
➢ Citation Entries
➢ Usernames & Passwords to access from home

Vetted sources chock full of information. Easy-peasy. LINK

SENIOR PASSION PROJECT BASICS

RESOURCE NAME & WHAT IT’S GOT TO OFFER RESOURCE LINKS

Parent/Guardian Letter AND Parent/Guardian & Student

Agreement

➢ A simplified overview
➢ The purpose of the Senior Passion Project
➢ The agreement to do the work

Parent/Guardian communication and involvement are key in
building a solid foundation of support for students. They’re kind of
a big deal and appreciate knowing what’s expected of their
kiddos.

LINK

Components & Due Dates

➢ Parts, processes, and component info & links
➢ Dates introduced and/or assigned
➢ Due dates for all the things

This is THE document of all documents, the road map to success,
your peak into the future. What’s next? Check here and you’ll
know where we’re headed.

LINK
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_MylUzYhGRJCvL2W6qkVUh_KA-2vSo7B/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y1YyQby_pOmzhtG2vsR3yc2STi28vbEr4ghWS6E9WZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AESue2PHAQANswIBE92Diqqizx5tXYPsaHQIr-qMTKE/edit?usp=sharing


Student Checklist

➢ Exactly what it sounds like - check ‘em off as they’re done & deemed
proficient

➢ Kept in class for convenience and ease of access

Having a list helps keep track of what’s done and what’s not.
There’s a certain satisfaction in crossing items off a list. LINK

Overview of Expectations & Requirements

➢ Big Picture

This is a basic blueprint of the written components, specifics are
in the files linked ⇒ LINK

Topic Proposal

➢ Brainstorm your approach
➢ Think through your thesis
➢ Provides a reason for your topic choice

This is your pre-research brainstorm, your plan of attack, your
basic framework for the incredible components you’re going to write
throughout this process.

LINK

Creating Your Burning Questions/Essential Subtopics

➢ Narrowing down your focus
➢ Considering what you want to know/learn
➢ Phrase the question/subtopic to elicit in-depth responses

You’ve got your topic, but that’s a huge undertaking. To make it
more focused, purposeful, and manageable, you will narrow it down
to specific questions/subtopics. Remember, this is your PASSION
project - be sure your questions/subtopics lead you down your chosen
path.

LINK

Expert Interview: Purpose, Process, & Expectations

➢ Why it’s important
➢ Thinking through who would be your best option

It helps to put ideas and possibilities on paper to really look at
and think through ‘em. Consider the possibilities. That’s all this is. LINK

Expert Testimony: Interview Questions

➢ All expert contact information
➢ A place to come up with and record your questions (gotta have at

least 7 total)
➢ 3 must be your Burning Questions/Essential Subtopics 4 spots for

your own questions (no, these aren’t optional)
➢ Linked list to help if you’re struggling (tweak them to fit your needs)

We’re keepin’ it neat and tidy by using this doc to organize your
expert’s information and answers. You already have a copy in
Classroom, but this is here too in case you need it.

LINK
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OFZ-7vAVWNmFtl87wyE9uK7wED9HrcF35OpRYrs1LYs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rk5XIvxAUsCFHrALDEovrF6rx7w12dQf4HgV4OcMsQA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12inWC4jp60bOfD2MYCw5dNEkfWiHZDcC_rhOuUaDdqs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PwszalexCa6aNQ5DFEGv0Kuza9iNrHj0_rHHjRd1nG4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-IAl9UirVxRN20GLg0bllcjcHwY3fDeAoqDPDIooxTc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QKHNmzz3TjBuVgelEaRn73l2cfdSa5nUAn7D-WeLEw8/edit?usp=sharing


Expert Agreement

➢ Document to record agreed upon date and time for the interview

Nothing much to say about this one, it is what it says. Think of it
as record-keeping. LINK

Expert Interview: Straight From The Source

➢ Your interview questions (include the 3 Burning Questions/Subtopics)
➢ The expert’s responses are recorded here

Because the questions and responses are all in one doc, it’s
crazy-easy to reference and pull information to weave skillfully
into the tapestries that are your information paragraphs.

LINK

SENIOR PASSION PROJECT SCORING RUBRICS

RESOURCE NAME & WHAT IT’S GOT TO OFFER RESOURCE LINKS

Informational Paragraph Rubric

➢ Specific Expectations
➢ Score Breakdown
➢ Guide for Successful Completion

Within this document, you’ll find specifics for how your paragraphs
will be scored - no hidden agenda, no surprises. No kidding.
*Bonus* You can use this rubric as a checklist for this
component. Got it done? Check it off. Not so much? Then make it
a priority for completion.

LINK

Infographic Rubric

➢ Expectations for the Infographic
➢ Score Breakdown

Our goal is to do all we can to support you and provide resources
to help you along your road to success.
*Bonus* See previous rubric…

LINK

Abstract Rubric

➢ Expectations Specific to the Abstract
➢ Score Breakdown

This component should be pretty darn straight-forward, just like
the rubric.
*Bonus* See first rubric…

LINK
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/16wQynoT82MWzw33AFMm3ax9I9H7TbWZ3JLgf_sTAMIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ssEe1sIuVFkq7y6rNc4-c4bxFI0o15ycgWrn07n_7d8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1deShci5MnXOWn2VNdjVmTMz1f4rak5wd9Khn5Q9b1os/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16R6lF8VAFJ8HlTj1Z-Q1NWnCQo1Yx14O/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112120830593493379029&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ywAEQRBJpUUrmliyG_mQ0Lwxjo8UVpE6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112120830593493379029&rtpof=true&sd=true


Rationale Rubric

➢ Expectations Specific to the Rationale
➢ Score Breakdown

A strong finish leaves a lasting impression - leave your audience
in awe of your knowledge and talent.
*Bonus* See first rubric…

LINK

Expert Paragraphs Rubric

➢ Expectations Specific to the Expert Paragraphs
➢ Score Breakdown

Your expert gave their time, experience, and knowledge to help you
get an additional perspective on your passion, it’s only right to give
them the credit they’re due. Celebrate their contribution by giving
them a sincere thank you.
*Bonus* See first rubric…

LINK

Passion Project Symposium (“presentation”) Rubric

➢ Presence - appearance and expression
➢ Presentation - what you’re supposed to have on the trifold and what

to bring with you
➢ Information - what you are to address while speaking to the judges
➢ Significance - the big finale where you

This rubric makes clear what your judges are looking and listening
for while you dazzle ‘em with your extensive knowledge concerning
your chosen topic. Now’s the time to let your excitement shine as
you clarify the importance of your topic, share your passion and
personal connections, and demonstrate learning through this process.

LINK

RESEARCH COMPONENTS - INSTRUCTIONS, STEPS, & PROCESS

RESOURCE NAME & WHAT IT’S GOT TO OFFER RESOURCE LINKS

Research Written Component Requirements

Expectations for...
➢ sources
➢ format
➢ length
➢ citations & general works cited

Contained in this doc are all the requirements and necessities for
an amazing paper - let it be your guide to greatness!

LINK

Research Info Gathering Instructions

➢ Requirements
➢ How-to
➢ Sources
➢ Helpful Hints

The nitty-gritty of gathering the information for your paper -
success is within your reach!

LINK
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yi1L9Oq2slGQDhfAX2RZ0hXvuow-b9Hd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112120830593493379029&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/141KvDF_Ra5Z121IrQMC1LMNG4XpRGJu9jkl-02si9yk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1itCnOWbZ5ahY4HbAGtmzi5TvrzNkwbqt_ZFwGpt-v2k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16bcNYA_hYBJ9G8Jvj2B-SNHuPw705kHEIiCVhIcrFzY/edit?usp=sharing


Information Gathering Graphic Organizers

➢ Last link is a sample
➢ ONE subtopic/question per doc
➢ A MINIMUM of TEN quotes per subtopic/question
➢ TWO different sources per subtopic/question
➢ Include the PERMALINKS to avoid disaster

These are links to the Google Docs you were assigned in Classroom
- in other words, you already have them.

Question/Subtopic #1

Question/Subtopic #2

Question/Subtopic #3

SAMPLE

Basic Research Paper Framework

➢ Another reminder of expectations - can’t have too many!
➢ Breakdown of what goes in the intro, body, and conclusion paragraphs

Yes, you know how to write a paper. But if we’re being honest,
having a framework is a failsafe to be sure we’re all on the
same page. You’ll thank me later. LINK

Research: The Next Phase

➢ Turning the information and paraphrasing into paragraphs
➢ A step-by-step guide

○ written instructions
○ screenshots for reference
○ reminders of what to revise for

Once your quotes with citations and paraphrases with citations
have been approved, this is next. You’re about to see your body
paragraphs materialize with little effort and big payout - who
doesn’t love that?!?!!

LINK

Infographic Expectations & Guidelines

➢ What to consider
➢ What to include
➢ How to design an impressive infographic

When time is of the essence, we want to consume information as
quickly and efficiently as possible. Enter the star of the show -
the infographic. She’s a vision to behold; design and data come
together to enchant and educate. She’s the total package.

LINK

Abstract Requirements & Instructions

➢ What it is, and what it isn’t
➢ What must be included
➢ Formatting and structure
➢ Pointers and tips
➢ And, the icing on the cake - a sample to peruse

Since we aren’t crafting a totally traditional paper, we are
creating an abstract instead of an introduction. While similar, the
structure and purpose differ. We’re still leaving out personal
pronouns as this is an academic paper. Everything, and I mean
everything, you need to be successful is in the link. Check it out,
and be sure to read carefully.

LINK
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOHl1RotupnO2aZdyBIiE0sq-zit9xAuKhfD35gTvL8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IJ_ECDzD184YPacvCd4fXVZyqfRFK_nXSfJbNPAEHmo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D65ZDElX0QKgZLECePJoRdE47aBAVF8Yb_LpKb3E91I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gqH6sEcItqnP7qtdVdamqdm_jAqdSFBJj31m4xEVCWo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I36B0gIxmISXuocq40LoJFRkL4LRtPvC7jVsh7Q87cA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fyKDqAKi5Y-bo20k7LvTkXdHSrkpa5jh/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kGBEVXrFY88pGHE6NT8ymho58n_sSdKYSw5Ni9h6YyQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19IYB97dotNIsKC2cAC1hGllB6yTQu74Ff4AhiVNl7p0/edit?usp=sharing


Rationale Requirements & Instructions

➢ What it is
➢ The points you must address
➢ Formatting and structure

Like the abstract, this piece also has specific purpose and
structure. While it will come after your informational paragraphs,
it’s not a conclusion. Pay close attention to the instructions, and
you’ll find success in the finished product.

LINK

Expert Paragraphs Requirements & Instructions

➢ Why you’re doing it
➢ What to address in each of the two paragraphs
➢ Formatting and structure

This is the chance to highlight your expert including who they are,
what they do, why they’re awesome, and the reason you chose them.
Your expert gave you their time and knowledge, say “thank you”. LINK

GENERAL WRITING STRUCTURE & MLA FORMATTING

RESOURCE NAME & WHAT IT’S GOT TO OFFER RESOURCE LINKS

Works Cited Page: Formatting & Sample

What you need and how it should look.

➢ Information needed for the Works Cited entries
➢ Order of information within each entry
➢ Sample Entry

This is your guide, your basic information, the clarity you were
looking for. And, because I like you, there’s a sample too.

LINK

Creating Works Cited Entries

When you gotta kick it old school and create your own works
cited entry, don’t worry - I got you.

➢ Creating A Works Cited from Scratch
➢ What You Need
➢ How To Format It When It’s Not Done For You

Should you find yourself in a situation where you have to create
your works cited entry for a source, this is your resource. And me.
You can always ask me, I’m not THAT scary.

LINK

Table of Contents Template

I made it for you so you didn’t have to ‘cause I like you. kids.
➢ Just make a copy and insert your information.

TEMPLATE

SAMPLE

Title Page Template

This one oughtta only take a minute.
➢ After making a copy, just insert your words - no formatting necessary

TEMPLATE

SAMPLE

Printed Packet Template

No one needs one more thing to do, just use this template.
➢ Running headers (last name and page number) just need your info

TEMPLATE
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dC8kNLTuJSos8cJhyMHOyckRRBJtjMi7YZBL6f_jugs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mrFpBwuzD02RQuEEoCyqcpKM2hrfuZuAiM1F1YWKO3M/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjH2nDDYWCD3p_6o1ZtO3UkTvQJPVp-W/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TnRyu1KvMo7yvTSElH09qTBSrGpQzO3b/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14T9nB7yXX6Yt-7exJU4zwGms30P15tZ_p-5azOoEfu4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eQ1ctbUY-imNHFQdc77inFSe81Q6OPSO/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19AQm6sqpIzBZrnQG-QnrhG6qmslBalQm0mFhHHHN2Sw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZwEsgshPAaRR8W9gUGD_oFQrmGGEXsv/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16nBbIuI92xUmkNwOAK0n21A3q7x8f-ZzqqNlsVC5koA/edit?usp=sharing


Google Docs Citation Tool

What a gift the Google gurus have bestowed upon us - a tool that
does magic for works cited source entries!

➢ MLA Formatting
➢ Alphabetizing
➢ Hanging Indents
➢ In-Text Citations
➢

Too bad this wasn’t around in my day when we had to create
these by hand. Using books. And typewriters. While walking uphill
both ways. Okay, that last part isn’t true.

RESEARCH PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

RESOURCE NAME & WHAT IT’S GOT TO OFFER RESOURCE LINKS

Trifold Presentation Board Instructions & Expectations

Detailed instructions/expectations for the creation of your
masterpiece: the presentation tri-fold

➢ Addresses all four sections on the rubric
➢ Explains each point and what you need to do

C’mon, don’t make it harder than it has to be - read carefully
and do what it says. Period. LINK

Senior Passion Project Presentation Instructions

We want you to do well, so here’s the exact judging rubric.

➢ Categories have 4 - 6 expectations in each
○ Presence
○ Presentation
○ Information
○ Significance

➢ Required points are in bold and underlined - without even one, your
project will not meet proficiency, so read the instructions and the
rubric very carefully.

○ 5 high resolution images with explanation
○ Expert paragraphs
○ Abstract
○ Rationale

No hidden fees or fine print. The path to success is clear - use
the rubric as a checklist to be sure you’ve got everything you need.

LINK

Sample Presentation Tri-fold

Need a visual? Some Inspiration? Look no further…

➢ The sample has it all. No, really. It has all the requirements included
and earned a proficient score from Queen VanB of The Library.

➢ While this sample was done in Canva, yours will be on a standard
presentation tri-fold, so your work will not look so squished and
cramped and crowded.

➢ Not sure what size font to print your components and labels in? This is
no problem, come see me - I’ve done the work so you don’t have to.
Yeah, yeah, you’re welcome. LINK
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14NMGeLe9uHKx-MQDbRfxY_ppFxaPNW8h99vQM-ScLdg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p6mXRrdX7ZJepDfxO_myQ-fU5BBSYbGXig2r5H82ab4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nbX9Pditb1jivkNFPdt957SzB5G2nfjH/view?usp=sharing


It’s a thing of beauty, if I do say so myself.

Judging Questions

The judges will ask a few of these questions…

➢ Practice your responses ahead of time
➢ Use note cards with simple points, if it helps
➢ Be specific and reference your learning

Now is the time to use those personal pronouns since this part is
all about YOU! Shine on, you glorious little star!

LINK

VALUABLE RESOURCES & BONUS MATERIAL

RESOURCE NAME & WHAT IT’S GOT TO OFFER RESOURCE LINKS

Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL)

When it comes to MLA anything, this site is the GOAT.

➢ General Paper Formatting
➢ In-Text Citations
➢ Works Cited

You name it, they’ve got it covered.
LINK

Write On!

This is a Glideshow I created with loads of reference materials for
writing both INTRODUCTIONS and CONCLUSIONS (ignore the
instructions to respond, unless you really want to and have nothing
else to do - ha!)

➢ Crafting engaging intros
➢ Writing awe-inspiring thesis statements
➢ Conclusions - how to end with a bang!

A veritable smorgasbord - fuel your brain!

LINK

Thesis Statements: A Guide

Your introductory paragraph, most especially your THESIS, simply
MUST captivate your audience.

➢ Definition & Explanation
➢ Tips & Tricks
➢ Revision Suggestions & Examples

Hook ‘em, set ‘em up, and ease ‘em into your essay. LINK

Thesis Sentence Vs. Topic Sentence: Video

Sometimes we just need a visual.

➢ Clarifies the difference between Thesis and Topic Sentence

Shmoop comes through again with their weird, strangely clear
approach. LINK
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yv0ZKaHZZY7SrESpj3MTR0D5I3AEmiZZNlGn2qm1ksI/edit?usp=sharing
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html
https://spark.adobe.com/page/hdyM0m05gwDvQ/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pY2-tXj5IbYCVL_FXQwUryEbz20-yIaH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nx2-PcBzZjo


How To Write A Killer Thesis Statement

When it comes down to it, we all want to impress - pay attention.

➢ Guidance to slay your audience with your words

Again, Shmoop speaks the truth. Listen up. LINK

Dazzle ‘Em, Don’t Distract ‘Em: General Presentation

Guidelines

➢ Aesthetics
➢ Content
➢ Structure

The what, how, and why of setting up a stellar presentation - you
want your audience to pay attention, not tune you out. LINK
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wxE8R_x5I0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZINTvHBQPzUyLXgBKTrZ3Mf33AjLtguAtbBHxF2qSZw/edit?usp=sharing

