
ATES for Terrain ID 

Provided by: Grant Statham. Adapted by: Kenzie Carson 

Note: As of 2023, ATES has been updated to include five instead of three categories. If you’d like 

more info, see ISSW Proceedings Paper. OnX Backcountry is releasing an ATES layer in early 

winter ‘24 that will include 1-4 categories.  

Intro: 
-       Print ATES v.2 cards prior to field days 
-       Pass cards out and cue students to rate pieces of terrain as you travel 
-       Have students discuss routes that would limit exposure and routes that would expose 
riders to the most exposure 
-       Given our conditions for today, what terrain rating aligns with your risk tolerance? 

-       If you had to move through X terrain how would you travel to limit exposure? 
(This should cue students to discuss travel techniques) 

-       If conditions allow, pick a piece of terrain that is within the risk tolerance of the group 
and have students lead their group through the terrain. 
-       Debrief once through the terrain. 

-       What went well or could be improved with how travel was executed?  
-       Where were individuals or the group most exposed? 

-       Was every group member clear about the plan? 
-       Any comms concerns or considerations? 
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