
 

Plenary Session: ‘Why establish national and regional RDA nodes in 
Europe? The community’s perspective’ 

 
Plenary session:   
The session will include a brainstorming about the reasons for an RDA node to establish a formal 

partnership with the RDA, and will gather the community comments and expectations about the 

European node’s role and activities. The meeting will be an occasion for the European RDA initiatives 

to interact with their community in a context wider than the national one and with other European 

initiatives. Its output will be useful for the European initiatives and for initiatives from other regions, 

who are also organising regional activities. 
 
Session’s speakers: Hilary Hanahoe, Alexandra Delipalta, Francoise Genova, Margriet Miedema, 

Rachel Bruce 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Get involved in RDA Community  
Check out VP22 programme sessions​
This meeting will take place according to the RDA Code of Conduct 

   

Attendee Check-in​
Top number: 120 
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Meeting agenda 

●​ Introduction: Meeting objectives (10 minutes) 
●​ Presentation of Hilary Hanahoe about her perspective on the value of regions for RDA Global 

(15 minutes) 
●​ Information gathering (25 Minutes) 

○​ RDA Europe role and activities (Alexandra Delipalta, 10 minutes) - Feedback can be 
provided below 

○​ Lightning talks presented by European Partner Countries about their context, 
priorities and activities, their reasons to establish a partnership with RDA and the 
activities they would like to organise at the European level. 

■​ France, Françoise Genova 
■​ The Netherlands, Margriet Miedema 
■​ United Kingdom (UK), Rachel Bruce 

○​ European members of the RDA Regional Assembly are invited to contribute to this 
shared document along the following lines: why they decided or could decide to 
establish a formal partnership with the RDA; their priorities and activities in a few 
words, the activities they would like to be organised at the European level. 

○​ The participants are invited to express their views about the activities they would like 
to be organised at the national level and at the European level. 

●​ Discussion of the contributions (30 minutes) 
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●​ Summary of the conclusions (10 minutes) 

Collaborative Session Notes (To be used by participants and chairs during the session) 

Hilary’s introduction: sound quality was unfortunately poor due to the internet connection. 

Suggestion from the audience (via zoom chat): Maybe Hilary could re-record her 

presentation later, and then the organisers could insert that into the session recording 

afterwards? A general tip: turning on Captions in zoom seems to work quite well, even when 

audio feed quality isn’t very good! 

 

Alex’s overview of the RDA Europe’s role and support for the regions - see slides. 

-​ Importantly, regions which are interested in committing, or former RDA nodes, can 

receive support in formalising and growing their engagement with RDA through the 

RDA Europe 

-​ Alex would welcome comments on her presentation and the framework, either 

directly, or by adding comments on this document 

-​ Overall feedback on Alex’ talk: 
-​ It is wonderful to see that there is so much support available for aspiring 

regions! It feels very encouraging and welcoming 
-​  

 
 
 
 
 
 

European Partner and Committed countries 

●​ France ​​ ​ Link to slides 

○​ Highlights the importance of RDA having a voice nationally, and France having 

a strong voice within the formal RDA structure. 

○​ Partnership with RDA falls within the national Open Science strategy. 

●​ The Netherlands ​ Link to slides 

○​ Sees a lot of benefits and opportunities of being formally recognised as an 

RDA region. But also felt the moral responsibility for formally supporting the 

community from which many individuals and organisations have been 

benefitting for years 

○​ Sponsored by NWO (funder) recognised 'moral responsibility' to support  

○​ 23 things, meet every 3 months to review, https://23things.sites.uu.nl/  

○​ RDA-NL is organising an in-person meetup for community members in The 

Hague on June 12th. Please register in the below form if you’re interested in 

joining us, or if you'd like more details. Hope to see many of you there! 🇳🇱 

https://forms.gle/KJUKgVXx79JUzVtU7  
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○​  

●​ UK ​ ​ ​ Link to slides 

○​ Again support coming from a funder (UKRI) 

○​ Broad support for open research data in the UK (government, funders and the 

wider research community).  

○​ Recently established a dedicated forum to ensure alignment with 

international initiatives, including the RDA 

○​ The UK has also been a huge supporter of RDA even before its launch in 2013 

and the legal headquarters of the RDA are kindly hosted at STFC. 

○​ Large investment in the UK in Digital Research Infrastructures: 

https://www.ukri.org/what-we-do/creating-world-class-research-and-innovat

ion-infrastructure/digital-research-infrastructure/  

○​ Sees RDA as crucial to the international sustainable human infrastructure 

●​ Ireland 

○​ Again, links to national strategy, National Action Plan for Open Research 

https://repository.dri.ie/catalog/ff36jz222  

○​ Neutral space for conversations 

 

Why establish a formal partnership with RDA? 

Ireland participated in the RDA Europe node (2018-2020) to broaden engagement and 

support for EU participation in RDA. The National Library of Ireland took the lead while the 

Digital Repository of Ireland, a longtime supporter of RDA, helped with the set-up and 

delivery of key activities. The node brought forward a particular focus on data management 

in galleries, libraries, archives, and museums (GLAM) sector, as well as the social sciences 

and digital humanities, through its series of events and ‘Meet the Expert’ lectures, spotlight 

interviews, and other publications. Following the end of the node agreement, DRI was in a 

position to take over the node activities and align these with the broader goals for building 

research capacity in Ireland through the National Open Research Forum (NORF) and the 

National Action Plan for Open Research (2022-2030). Meanwhile GLAM activities have 

moved over into another Interest Group proposed in the last Plenary session, and also 

carrying on and broadening the activities of the former Archives and Records Professionals 

for Research Data IG. RDA continues to be a valuable place for cross-disciplinary, and 

cross-national exchange of ideas. 

Our priorities and activities 

DRI took over the national RDA in Ireland group in early 2023 and has hosted a session for 

“Newcomers to RDA” specifically for Irish participants. The group also sponsored a 

co-located event for this Plenary, aimed at bringing together conversations about PIDs that 

could help action an engagement plan for Ireland’s developing national PID strategy 

[unfortunately postponed to November]. We aim to continue to use the group to connect 

more national-level data conversations with international developments through the RDA. 

The activities we would like to be organised at the European level 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Ic4jMcI8KF929hhKc9IKbhVjl0OG-fp/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ukri.org/what-we-do/creating-world-class-research-and-innovation-infrastructure/digital-research-infrastructure/
https://www.ukri.org/what-we-do/creating-world-class-research-and-innovation-infrastructure/digital-research-infrastructure/
https://repository.dri.ie/catalog/ff36jz222


 

The RDA in Ireland group has the potential to be a single connector group for national-level 

coordination and support, bringing conversations together that are happening in different 

places in support of Open Research. It would be interesting to hear from others how to 

encourage that capacity and sustain it. 

 

●​ Portugal 

Why we consider relevant the establishment of a formal partnership with RDA 

By the time our RDA Europe node run (2018-2020) it became clear that researchers from 

various fields and experts in charge of RDM at research-performing organisations in Portugal 

were interested in getting in touch with RDM best practices but did not find the right 

channels. The activities in the node engaged people from different areas and the 

participation in RDA plenaries helped them meet their communities and get in touch with 

relevant materials and experiments.  

The end of support for the RDA Europe nodes interrupted this path and in late 2021 

conversations between Hilary Hanahoe and an element of the board of the Portuguese 

science funding agency FCT resulted in a signed MoU that was expected to lead the way for 

new support in a model similar to the node. This was unfortunately discontinued due to 

changes in the agency and the difficulty of enacting the partnership. As coordinators, we 

consider that a new take on the idea of a very light infrastructure for the RDA liaison in 

Portugal should be attempted. 

Our priorities and activities 

●​ Identification of clear lines of support by RDA to the Portuguese research 

communities; 

●​ Re-enactment of the connection with the Portuguese science funding agency FCT; 

●​ Re-organisation of the node coordination: recruiting new elements and taking 

advantage of voluntary work in a manner similar to the node support group. 

The activities we would like to be organised at the European level 

The most important aspect for the activation of a strong national instance of RDA is a clear 

charter of RDA activities that can be articulated with the generic activities of a funding 

agency. Examples of this are resources for data management in national calls and 

requirements for data management in work performed under PhD scholarships. 

 

 

Country contributions 

Please post your contribution along the following lines: 
●​ The country name 
●​ Why you decided or could decide to establish a formal partnership with RDA 
●​ Your priorities and activities in a few words 
●​ The activities you would like to be organised at the European level - Feedback on 

Alex’ talk.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

Community contributions 

Please post your contributions along the following lines: 

●​ Indicate your name and country if you wish 

●​ The activities you would like to be organised at the national level 

●​ The activities you would like to be organised at the European/continental level - 

Feedback on Alex’ talk 

○​ Really valued the RDA France webinar. Would be great to see more countries / 

regions doing similar presentations. Thats a great inspiration re sort of 

activities which could be done at a regional level 

○​ Ideally, it should be not only regional representatives talking to one another, 

but the entire communities working together 

Anne CT (France) : Just a note : incredibly interesting to listen; I thought I knew a lot on RDA 

in Europe… and learn a lot! How could we have European exchanges between nodes 

increased : we can learn a lot from other nodes; what we do in that session could be 

increased ? 

-​ RDA Europe is planning to reach out to all “legacy” nodes and to develop tailored 

plans how to re-engage with them/better support them 

 

 

Francoise: reactivating champions/ambassadors of RDA within the regions 

-​ Repeat session: https://rdavp22.events.whova.com/Agenda/3707216  

 

 

 

[From a past perspective of being in a TG trying to reach out to the wider community for 

engagement in an activity]: is there a way to help facilitate a better bridge between RDA IGs/WGs and the 

wider community via these regional/national nodes to help disseminate/reach out? (esp to step beyond the 

Euro-centric barriers that can often occur) 

 

Anne CT :  

-​ Organise language-based communities within RDA (eg. French speakers from France, 

Africa, Canada, Switzrerland etc.) could gather together around RDA plenaries. 

Lowering language barriers could stimulate participation 

 

Ville Tenhunen (EGI Foundation). Thank you for these presentations. It is good to hear about 

the current state of these initiatives. One question or comment for RDA Europe; In Europe 

we have a lot of nationally, locally or EC funded projects where realisation of data 

https://rdavp22.events.whova.com/Agenda/3707216


 

management procedures and mechanisms has been implemented or executed. Is there any 

initiative to collaborate with these projects or their partners (RDA members) to discuss 

harmonisation of these habits (such as vocabularies, metadata, PID, models etc.) or 

experiences in data architecture/infrastructure/management implementations in Europe. Or 

is it just an EOSC issue? 
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