
April is Financial Literacy Month 
 
Resources: 
 

April showers bring May flowers, but what else should teachers be aware of 
for the month of April? Don’t worry, our team of teachers did some digging to 
bring you important April awareness months that can be easily implemented in 
your lessons, morning meetings and discussions. Wondering if there’s an April 
History Month? We have that covered too! 

Welcome to the April edition of your Teach Starter month guide! Our team of 
teachers — they’re experts from around the country who create the 
curriculum-aligned resources on the Teach Starter site — have created a list 
for every month to help save your precious planning time and still keep you on 
top of every important event! Here’s what you need to know in the month of 
April. 

April Awareness Months 

Earth Month 
Perhaps the most important April awareness month is Earth Month, an 
international observance to raise environmental awareness and create 
consciousness around serious issues such as climate change. The hottest 
years ever recorded in history were 2016 and 2020, and climate change 
continues to affecte everyone and everything, making this month-long 
observance an important learning opportunity for children of all ages. 

The first Earth Month was celebrated on April 4, 1970. After a massive oil spill 
caused major destruction in Santa Barbara, California in 1969, Senator 
Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin wanted to use students’ passion for anti-war 
protests for ecological activism. This idea inspired activists to create the first 
Earth Day (celebrated on April 22), a day to encourage all Americans to be 
proactive and environmentally conscious. Earth Day blossomed into Earth 
Month as one day is not enough time to achieve climate solutions. 

https://www.teachstarter.com/us/blog/climate-change-education-elementary-school/


So how can you bring a massive awareness month into the classroom? Here 
are some ideas to spark a passion for nature: 

●​ Discuss the difference between trash, recycling, and compost with your 
students. This topic can be used during a morning meeting session and 
your kids can help display these garbage can posters where 
appropriate. 

●​ Take a field trip for Earth Day. Do you live near the beach? A local park? 
You don’t need to go anywhere fancy to find signs of nature and discuss 
how one can protect the environment. 

●​ Use our Earth Day Activity Wheel to complete activities that focus on 
Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences. 

●​ Organize a school-wide fundraiser for organizations such as the Clean 
Air Task Force or the Rainforest Foundation US. 

●​ Submit photos or videos to the UN photo contest demonstrating creative 
actions to combat climate change with #MyClimateAction. Your class 
can work together to plant a tree or pick up trash outside the school. (Be 
sure to get permission from your school’s admin and parents before 
posting any footage) 

Browse our entire Earth Day collection for worksheets, word walls, writing activities and much 

more! 

https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/trash-recycle-and-compost-posters/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/earth-day-activity-wheel/
https://www.catf.us/about/
https://www.catf.us/about/
https://rainforestfoundation.org/
https://www.un.org/en/actnow/myclimateaction
https://teaching-resource/why-plant-a-tree-infographic/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource-collection/earth-day/


 

National Garden Month 
Tying in nicely with Earth Month, April is also National Garden Month, a time 
to encourage people of all ages to learn and participate in gardening activities. 
This April awareness month started in the 1980s as National Garden Week, 
but it was extended to National Garden Month in 2002 thanks to the National 
Gardening Association. 

So how does National Garden Month relate to students? Here are a few ways 
to celebrate in the classroom! 

●​ Explore gardens through the lens of the important habitats they provide 
for pollinators, birds, and other animals. 

●​ Discussing food chains and food webs? Gardens are one of the many 
places food comes from, and your students can start their own this 
month by growing simple beans in cups. 

●​ Bring a real-world focus to your study of perimeter and area in math 
class by having students design a garden. 

https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/develop-habitat-garden-project-us/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/learning-area/food-chains-us/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/garden-design-project-us/


 

If your school has a garden, April is the perfect time of year to start some 
gardening demonstrations and lessons. Don’t have a garden? Not to worry! 
Simple planting activities in the classroom can still encourage students to 
learn how to nurture and care for living things. Classroom plants are also 
useful for lessons in responsibility and sustainability. 

Have classroom plants? Use these Garden Posters to remind students about proper plant care. 

Financial Literacy Month 
While talking about money can be a taboo subject in many social scenarios, 
learning about finance is an essential lifelong skill that is never too early to 
learn. Say hello to another April awareness month: Financial Literacy Month. 

Financial Literacy Month officially came into being in April 2004 to highlight the 
importance of being financially literate. So how can you tread the waters of 
financial literacy with kids that aren’t even old enough to work yet? Here are 
some ideas: 

●​ Start simply with money vocabulary. You can use a classroom word wall 
or even real coins to pass around and introduce their different values. 

https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/class-garden-posters-us/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/money-word-wall-vocabulary-us-currency/


You can also watch this straightforward Learn About Money video as an 
introduction. 

●​ Set up a classroom grocery store. After handing out paper money to 
your students, have them go to different stations around the room to 
“buy” produce, bread, and anything else they would need for a week’s 
worth of food. 

●​ Upcycle old jars or small boxes and have students create their own 
savings jar or piggy bank to take home. Browse these cute ideas from 
Crazy Laura. 

●​ Split your class into small groups and complete a balancing a budget 
worksheet. An activity like this will help students think about all the 
real-world items that cost money and how to be mindful of spending. 

Financial Literacy Collection 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amIalU3Shqc
https://www.crazylaura.com/best-diy-piggy-banks/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/balancing-a-budget-worksheet/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource/balancing-a-budget-worksheet/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/teaching-resource-collection/financial-literacy-for-kids/
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