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Building Bridges for Thriving Communities

A Summit for Equity

Breakout Sessions and Presenters

Diversity in Latinx Communities

The goal for this session is to help you know our multicultural community, to let
the audience know that the Latinx community represents more than just one
country. Minnesota is so privileged to have residents from many Latin American
countries with many different cultures. This presentation will touch on the

following points:

% More understanding — and Respect — for cultural differences
¢ Diverse — Delicious — Treats - traditional foods

% Speaking native languages
Learn or strengthen a Second language (ESL or SSL)
How can | be a better neighbor?

Presenter: Lourdes Menjivar

My name is Lourdes Menjivar, happily married for 19 years. With my
two sons Kenneth and David, struggling every day to make a
difference in the place where God has positioned us. | arrived in the
United States in 2004, with many expectations but also with many
dreams in secret. In North Mankato, the city in which | have lived for
16 years, we had our new beginning without any recourse but with

the immense desire to "Advance in the crowd", our rhema.

My husband and |, Pastors and founders of Le Sueur's Lamb of God
Church serving the Hispanic community for twelve years. PUSH
Founders - United Hispanic Services Project in Southern Minnesota
with the Latino Back to School Program. Joining forces and working

with our Hispanic seniors as a Community Outreach Worker at VINE Faith and Action for the
Mankato, St Peter and Le Sueur area.



And since last year | have had the opportunity to work on the COPAL team as Regional Director
South-Centro with more to give and much to learn, but with every willingness to continue
providing the resources to my community.

| consider myself a channel of blessing and agent of change for my community but at the same
time motivation for new families to reach and live the longed-for "American Dream".

Position/Organization: Regional Director/COPAL-Communities Organizing Latinx Power and
Action

Location: Mankato MN/Main Office:3702 E. Lake Street Minneapolis, MN 55406
Contact Email: lourdesm@copalmn.org

Website / Social Media (LinkedIn profile, Facebook, Twitter, etc): copalmn.org
Resources (Links to materials and or websites accessible online):

e Breakout session presentation, June 9, 2021



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DmMLgNb7CtR7-GcLksboRR80177WGyKWAOmZBoD15OE/edit?usp=sharing




