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Abstract

This study explores generational differences in the usage and perception of Taiwanese
Hokkien and its role in shaping cultural identity among Taiwanese people at Fu Jen Catholic
University (FJCU). The research project examines how language use correlates with cultural
awareness and attitudes toward language preservation among Taiwanese individuals on the
FJCU campus, focusing on two age groups, 18-25+ and 30-50+. Data were collected through
questionnaire survey methods, yielding 95 valid respondents. Among them, 65 respondents
were aged 18 to 25+, and 30 respondents were aged 30 to 50+. Among the younger
generation (18-25+), only 15.4% are fluent in Hokkien, whereas 53.3% of the older
generation (30-50+) are fluent speakers. In terms of daily usage, 43.3% of the older
generation (30-50+) use Hokkien daily, compared to only 18.5% in the younger generation
(18-25+). Despite these differences, both groups observed a decline in the usage of Hokkien,
with 75.8% of the younger group (18-25+) and 70% of the older group (30-50+)
acknowledging this trend. These results indicate a growing awareness of the importance of
language in shaping cultural identity, and they suggest that efforts to preserve and promote
Hokkien should focus on both media exposure and educational integration, targeting younger
generations while reinforcing family-based language use.
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