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LANGUAGE DIFFERENCE OR DISABILITY?

Special Ed and ELLs Colorin Colorado gallery of resources

Difference vs Disability Key Questions

Comparison Chart: Difference vs. Disabilit

Language Need vs Learning Disability Padlet

Learning Disability vs.Language Need Padlet

Be the Advocate for the Silent - Language Magazine Iizil Welch offers simple strategies to help
English learners get beyond the silent stage when they are often misclassified

RTI for ELLs WIDA provides helpful charts and information here

The Best Strategies for Supporting ELLS YouTube
What ELLs Wish Their Teachers Knew

10 Things for Teachers to Know About Their ELLs
Some More Myths About ELLs and Special Education
Learning Disabilities in ELLs

Helpful Strategies and Tips for Teaching ELLs
Comparison Chart and More

WIDA-Supporting MLLs With Disabilities

Blossoming Bilinguals Conference 2020 (You Tube)

In this helpful webinar, speakers explain tools that can be used to sort out the behaviors of ELLs as
those who are acquiring a language vs. students who have a language disability. USDE and NYSED
regulations are explained and assessments for evaluating ELLs are provided.

NYSED Guidance Document Screening for English Language Learner/Multilingual Learner
(ELL/MLL) Status for Students Who Enter or Re-Enter School with an Individualized Education Program
(IEP)

Chapter 6 Tools and Resources for Addressing English Learners With
Disabilities (ed.gov) Great Comparison Chart

This is the sixth chapter of the English Learner Tool Kit, which is created to help state and local educators
assist in the education of their English Learners (ELLS).

Language Difference or Language Disorder? ELs and Special Education | MAEC,
Inc.

This paper provides an overview of the over and under- identification of English Learners (ELs) with
disabilities and the contributing factors. Recommendations for appropriate identification are also
discussed.

Power Point-Language Difference or Disability



https://www.colorincolorado.org/special-education-and-ells-resource-gallery
https://www.pattan.net/Evidence-Based-Practices/English-Learners/Distinguishing-Difference-vs-Disability
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/dll/cresource/q1/p02/#content
https://www.colorincolorado.org/sites/default/files/English-Learner-Toolkit.pdf#page=87
https://padlet.com/nicholasward6/language-need-vs-learning-disability-need-5ouv07wi60zd419n
https://padlet.com/patrickgalloway1/learning-disability-vs-language-disability-g3egltujbz6zfgfu
https://www.languagemagazine.com/2023/03/21/be-the-advocate-for-the-silent/
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/RtI2-for-ELLs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR28TjHuwfhqH5OYywh4K0JJOlDx-nfxQ31F85FX7K5W652LvbKD4xwlQtw_aem_Ad_6t2A-F33THpdbVRwIhfJpxaL0piMY1t4ZMKE3pPKHyc2W2Rn-QFB48x18mW_VZ7Q&mibextid=Zxz2cZ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cftgQxNHlHo&t=912s
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-what-english-language-learners-wish-teachers-knew/2016/06
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/10-things-you-need-to-know-about-your-english-language-learners
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/some-myths-regarding-ells-and-special-education
https://www.ldonline.org/ld-topics/english-language-learners-ld/learning-disabilities-english-language-learners#:~:text=Evaluations%20of%20English%20language%20learners,and%20the%20nature%20of%20previous
https://sites.google.com/site/eslruralmural/
https://www.sbcselpa.org/support/disability-resources/english-learners/
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/disabilities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEU-5WGQYeM&list=PLJRrELDGkGGZvcJ1TZh-yACm-HtP_6Q9i
https://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/news/guidance-determining-english-language-learnermultilingual-learner-ellmll-status
https://www.ed.gov/teaching-and-administration/supporting-students/english-learner-tool-kit-oela
https://www.ed.gov/teaching-and-administration/supporting-students/english-learner-tool-kit-oela
http://ed.gov
https://www.ed.gov/teaching-and-administration/supporting-students/english-learner-tool-kit-oela
https://maec.org/resource/els-and-special-ed/
https://maec.org/resource/els-and-special-ed/
https://eplan.tn.gov/documentlibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2110312&inline=true

Consider language development and acquisition stages to assist in differentiating between a difference
and a disability.  Identify the resources to assist with decision making and student supports.

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI)

Before you consider referring an ELL student to special education:

-Compare the student's progress with his True Peers. "True peers" are students
who share similar language proficiency, cultural background, and experiential
backgrounds, serving as a benchmark for evaluating a struggling student's
progress.

-Ensure all other possible interventions have been used already
-Outline the student's history and experiences with formal schooling,
-How many years has the student been learning English?

-Rule out all other possibilities. Talk with parents.

Succeeding in a Diverse Classroom Newsletter regarding ELLs and Special Education-
Great Charts

USING RTI EFFECTIVELY WITH ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

Challenges of RIT and ELLs

Using RTI Effectively with ELLs

Asking the Right Questions: RTI and ELLs

More Than English Includes RTI Planning Form


http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/sld-identification-toolkit/ld-identification-toolkit-considerations-for-ell
https://secure.smore.com/8pmry
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/evaluating-ells-for-special-needs-a-challenge/2012/08
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/rti-and-english-language-learners
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/asking-right-questions-rti-and-ells
https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/ec-or-esl/response-to-instruction-rti/

