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Real Estate Agents and the Internet - How to Buy and Sell Real Estate 

Today 

 
Then and Now​
 
Ten years ago, a search for real estate would have started in the office of a local real estate agent or by just driving 
around town. At the agent's office, you would spend an afternoon flipping through pages of active property listings from 
the local Multiple Listing Service (MLS). After choosing properties of interest, you would spend many weeks touring each 
property until you found the right one. Finding market data to enable you to assess the asking price would take more time 
and a lot more driving, and you still might not be able to find all of the information you needed to get really comfortable 
with a fair market value.​
 
Today, most property searches start on the Internet. A quick keyword search on Google by location will likely get you 
thousands of results. If you spot a property of interest on a real estate web site, you can typically view photos online and 
maybe even take a virtual tour. You can then check other Web sites, such as the local county assessor, to get an idea of 
the property's value, see what the current owner paid for the property, check the real estate taxes, get census data, school 
information, and even check out what shops are within walking distance-all without leaving your house!​
 
While the resources on the Internet are convenient and helpful, using them properly can be a challenge because of the 
volume of information and the difficulty in verifying its accuracy. At the time of writing, a search of "Denver real estate" 
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returned 2,670,000 Web sites. Even a neighborhood specific search for real estate can easily return thousands of Web 
sites. With so many resources online how does an investor effectively use them without getting bogged down or winding 
up with incomplete or bad information? Believe it or not, understanding how the business of real estate works offline 
makes it easier to understand online real estate information and strategies.​
 
The Business of Real Estate​
 
Real estate is typically bought and sold either through a licensed real estate agent or directly by the owner. The vast 
majority is bought and sold through real estate brokers. (We use "agent" and "broker" to refer to the same professional.) 
This is due to their real estate knowledge and experience and, at least historically, their exclusive access to a database of 
active properties for sale. Access to this database of property listings provided the most efficient way to search for 
properties.​
 
The MLS (and CIE)​
 
The database of residential, land, and smaller income producing properties (including some commercial properties) is 
commonly referred to as a multiple listing service (MLS). In most cases, only properties listed by member real estate 
agents can be added to an MLS. The primary purpose of an MLS is to enable the member real estate agents to make 
offers of compensation to other member agents if they find a buyer for a property.​
 
This purposes did not include enabling the direct publishing of the MLS information to the public; times change. Today, 
most MLS information is directly accessible to the public over the Internet in many different forms.​
 
Commercial property listings are also displayed online but aggregated commercial property information is more elusive. 
Larger MLSs often operate a commercial information exchange (CIE). A CIE is similar to an MLS but the agents adding 
the listings to the database are not required to offer any specific type of compensation to the other members. 
Compensation is negotiated outside the CIE.​
 
In most cases, for-sale-by-owner properties cannot be directly added to an MLS and CIE, which are typically maintained 
by REALTOR associations. The lack of a managed centralized database can make these properties more difficult to 
locate. Traditionally, these properties are found by driving around or looking for ads in the local newspaper's real estate 
listings. A more efficient way to locate for-sale-by-owner properties is to search for a for-sale-by-owner Web site in the 
geographic area.​
 
What is a REALTOR? Sometimes the terms real estate agent and REALTOR are used interchangeably; however, they are 
not the same. A REALTOR is a licensed real estate agent who is also a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS. REALTORS are required to comply with a strict code of ethics and conduct.​
 
MLS and CIE property listing information was historically only available in hard copy, and as we mentioned, only directly 
available to real estate agents members of an MLS or CIE. About ten years ago, this valuable property information started 
to trickle out to the Internet. This trickle is now a flood!​
 
One reason is that most of the 1 million or so REALTORS have Web sites, and most of those Web sites have varying 
amounts of the local MLS or CIE property information displayed on them. Another reason is that there are many non-real 
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estate agent Web sites that also offer real estate information, including, for-sale-by-owner sites, foreclosure sites, regional 
and international listing sites, County assessor sites, and valuation and market information sites. The flood of real estate 
information to the Internet definitely makes the information more accessible but also more confusing and subject to 
misunderstanding and misuse.​
 
Real Estate Agents​
 
Despite the flood of real estate information on the Internet, most properties are still sold directly through real estate agents 
listing properties in the local MLS or CIE. However, those property listings do not stay local anymore. By its nature, the 
Internet is a global marketplace and local MLS and CIE listings are normally disseminated for display on many different 
Web sites. For example, many go to the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS Web site, http://www.realtor.com, and 
to the local real estate agent's Web site. In addition, the listing may be displayed on the Web site of a local newspaper. In 
essence, the Internet is just another form of marketing offered by today's real estate agent, but it has a much broader 
reach than the old print advertising.​
 
In addition to Internet marketing, listing agents may also help the seller establish a price, hold open houses, keep the 
seller informed of interested buyers and offers, negotiate the contract and help with closing. When an agent provides all of 
these services it is referred to as being a full service listing arrangement. While full service listing arrangements are the 
most common type of listing arrangement, they are not the only option anymore.​
 
Changes in the technology behind the real estate business have caused many agents to change the way they do 
business. In large part, this is due to the instant access most consumers now have to property listings and other real 
estate information. In addition, the Internet and other technologies have automated much of the marketing and initial 
searching process for real estate. For example, consumers can view properties online and make inquires via email. 
Brokers can use automated programs to send listings to consumers that match their property criteria. So, some agents 
now limit the services they offer and change their fees accordingly. An agent may offer to advertise the property in the 
MLS but only provide limited additional services. In the future, some real estate agents may offer services in more of an 
ala carte fashion.​
 
Because of the volume of real estate information on the Internet, when people hire a real estate agent today they should 
look at the particular services offered by the agent and the depth of their experience and knowledge in the relevant 
property sector. It is no longer just about access to property listing information. Buyers and sellers historically found 
agents by referrals from friends and family. The Internet now provides ways to directly find qualified agents or to research 
the biography of an agent referred to you offline. One such site, AgentWorld.com, is quickly becoming the LinkedIn or 
Facebook for real estate agents. On this site an agent can personalize their profile, start a blog, post photos and videos 
and even create a link to their web site for free. Once unique content is added to their profile page the search engines 
notice!​
 
Some have argued that the Internet makes REALTORS and the MLS less relevant. We believe this will be false in the 
long run. It may change the role of the agent but will make knowledgeable, qualified, and professional REALTORS more 
relevant than ever. In fact, the number of real estate agents has risen significantly in recent years. No wonder, the Internet 
has made local real estate a global business. Besides, Internet or not, the simple fact remains that the purchase of real 
property is the largest single purchase most people make in their life (or, for many investors, the largest multiple 
purchases over a lifetime) and they want expert help. As for the MLS, it remains the most reliable source of real estate 
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listing and sold information available and continues to enable efficient marketing of properties. So, what is the function of 
all the online real estate information?​
 
Online real estate information is a great research tool for buyers and sellers and a marketing tool for sellers. When used 
properly, buyers can save time by quickly researching properties and, ultimately, make better investment decisions. 
Sellers can efficiently research the market and make informed decisions about hiring an agent and marketing their 
properties online. The next step is to know where to look online for some of the best resources.Internet Strategies​
 
In the sections that follow, we provide strategies and tips on how to use the Internet to locate properties for sale and 
research information relevant to your decision to purchase the property. There are many real estate Web sites from which 
to choose and although we do not mean to endorse any particular Web site, we have found the ones listed here to be 
good resources in most cases or to be so popular that they need mention. One way to test a Web site's accuracy is to 
search for information about a property you already own.​
 
Finding Real Estate for Sale​
 
Despite the widely available access to real estate listings, many believe that MLS databases continue to offer the most 
complete and accurate source of real estate information. Most MLSs now distribute content to other Web sites (primarily 
operated by real estate agents). An excellent starting point for MLS originated content is the national NAR Web site, 
realtor.com, which is also the most popular web site for searching real estate listings. Virtually all local and regional MLSs 
have an agreement with realtor.com to display much of their active listing inventory.​
 
Some local and regional MLS systems also have a publicly accessible Web site. However, to get complete information 
you will most likely still need to find a qualified local REALTOR. Many local real estate agents will also provide their 
customers (via email) new listings that are input into the MLS that match their predefined criteria. This can be very helpful 
to a busy buyer.​
 
There are also many Web sites that display both real estate agent listed and for-sale-by-owner properties.  

Company Description 
Hous specializes in showcasing modern homes for sale in some of the best neighborhoods in the Los Angeles area 
including Hollywood, Pasadena, San Fernando Valley and representing real estate buyers from around the world.​
 

Contact Details 
Hous 
6430 Sunset Blvd #600, Los Angeles, CA, 90028 
(323) 829-4440 
Website: https://hous.com/​
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/hous-la/​
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IQTxxH8z4Y-0mB2yZTAgTCI5iusGdRVk?usp=drive_open 
​
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Recommended Resources 
https://mgyb.co/s/fbjRT 
https://mgyb.co/s/TLsPF 
https://mgyb.co/s/EeaDf 
https://mgyb.co/s/ixoDe 
https://mgyb.co/s/sfjiH 
https://mgyb.co/s/YVjsB 
https://mgyb.co/s/azfQV 
https://mgyb.co/s/FVmZe 
https://mgyb.co/s/kJehN 
https://mgyb.co/s/UDlzU 
https://mgyb.co/s/TUvkn 
https://mgyb.co/s/idvAt 
https://mgyb.co/s/tIfXK 
https://mgyb.co/s/EFhAQ 
https://mgyb.co/s/SteCY 
https://mgyb.co/s/LXbRw 
https://mgyb.co/s/ZUNkw 
https://mgyb.co/s/diTCF 
https://mgyb.co/s/SQxDi 
https://mgyb.co/s/bcrmR 
https://mgyb.co/s/JBNek 
https://mgyb.co/s/smuDo 
https://mgyb.co/s/gHyTe 
https://mgyb.co/s/brBQf 
https://mgyb.co/s/nvFnB 
https://mgyb.co/s/RZLwR 
https://mgyb.co/s/nBlwG 
https://mgyb.co/s/LxbFf 
https://mgyb.co/s/gtjrX 
https://mgyb.co/s/yXboD 
https://mgyb.co/s/xgtyO 
https://mgyb.co/s/cUANy 
https://mgyb.co/s/lXBtY 
https://mgyb.co/s/iKKfN 
https://mgyb.co/s/pJTKm 
https://mgyb.co/s/PmhQP 
https://mgyb.co/s/eHcbl 
https://mgyb.co/s/Fnfnz 
https://mgyb.co/s/SnkKD 
https://mgyb.co/s/PMzid 
https://mgyb.co/s/RbQEN 
https://mgyb.co/s/DtYVx 
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https://mgyb.co/s/fUHne 
https://mgyb.co/s/VpZei 
https://mgyb.co/s/SFdRa 
https://mgyb.co/s/XfRIi 

Recommended Profiles 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DsTaSThRXdE6zYGzjUbZWXaQRCbWOM-9?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xbiasqVAgp_Cks-yGzCr2CQk-zMDPzt_?usp=sharing 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa5rUADOdG7SoBTUQGfQadg 
https://houslosangeles.blogspot.com/ 
https://houslosangeles.wordpress.com/ 
https://en.gravatar.com/houslosangeles 
https://housla.tumblr.com/ 
https://twitter.com/houslosangeles 
https://www.diigo.com/profile/houslosangeles 
https://www.diigo.com/user/houslosangeles 
https://www.evernote.com/pub/houslosangeles/hous 
https://getpocket.com/@houslosangeles 
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgLy1hfkLEl9cGxobU64CfQfjuc?e=GuD4C8 
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgLy1hfkLEl9c5Wgmxti3qjQ5wQ?e=2EIPsZ 
https://publish.buffer.com/profile/yourcompany 
https://app.bitly.com/Bl9nbxfNVPa/bitlinks/3EH6jRE 
https://housla.weebly.com/ 
https://www.instapaper.com/u/folder/4454724/hous-posts 
https://www.instapaper.com/u/folder/4454728/hous-videos 
https://www.pressadvantage.com/organization/hous 
https://hous.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/index.html 
http://hous.s3-website-us-west-1.amazonaws.com 
https://www.pearltrees.com/houslosangeles 
https://hous-losangeles.business.site 
https://facebook.com/JamieTianRealEstate/posts/just-listed-for-845000-6253-hollywood-blvd-ph-1106-los-angeles-ca-900
28open-hous/705777749766144/ 
https://medium.com/@bestlanbds/the-most-desired-unit-at-the-neutra-built-strathmore-apartments-is-up-for-sale-8d4fab83
417e?source=rss-------1 
https://local.google.com/place?id=12305520096711424345&use=srp&gl=us&hl=en 
https://tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d156499-r545631117-Pantages_Theatre-Los_Angeles_California.html 
https://www.bing.com/search?q=5630+W+Observation+Ln,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90028+90028&filters=local_ypid:sid:d560
afb4-439b-b5f5-9483-e2898816d1df 
https://sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2468227621001514 
https://foursquare.com/v/house-of-blues-entertainment/4f0022ec775bec6b4457ddd8/photos 
https://website.informer.com/intelectric.net 
https://www.mapquest.com/us/california/house-of-emmanuel-425811818 
https://realtor.com/apartments/90028/pg-222 
https://trulia.com/for_sale/90026_zip/p_oh/ 
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http://www.citysearch.com/profile/615581535/los_angeles_ca/house_thief_bbq_llc.html 
http://www.yelp.co.uk/biz/house-of-curry-los-angeles-4 
https://elliman.com/california/rus/sales/detail/512-l-693-81_21796056/2562-corralitas-dr-silver-lake-los-angeles-ca-90039 
https://avn.com/movies/79570/House-of-Ass-10 
https://apartments.com/13922-runnymede-st-los-angeles-ca-unit-guest-hous/cb5segf/ 
https://apartmentlist.com/ca/los-angeles/1253-south-crescent-heights 
https://zauba.com/Buyers-of-good-g2 
https://museumhack.com#minnie-hill-palmer-house/the-homestead-acre 
https://www.renthop.com/listings/634-w-california-ave-rear-house/unit-rear-house/62346167 
https://clustrmaps.com/person/Coke-8ug6io 
http://bestlanbds.weebly.com/blog/category/all/2 
http://guests.themls.com/AgentInventory.aspx?agentid=nDbx1qGmG%2FA%3D 
https://reviews.birdeye.com/search/?search_str=other&loc=90028&nb=1&page=3 
https://realestatebook.com/open-houses 
https://foodboss.com/los-angeles-ca/northern-cafe-dumpling-house-and-bar-6282-hollywood-blvd-los-angeles-delivery 
https://b2byellowpages.com/company-information/097300539-clifford-beers-hous.html 
https://vymaps.com/US/Sachi-Teriyaki-House-113392218694456/ 
https://zerodown.com/homes-for-sale/los-angeles--ca/homes-with-guest-houses-for-sale/page-19 
https://signalhire.com/companies/lexington-social-house 
https://fastpeoplesearch.com/address/11470-228th-st-unit-hous_jamaica-ny-11411 
https://brovospirits.com/find-us/california/ 
https://rentalsource.com/fullerton-ca-92837/houses-for-rent/?pos=0&types%5B0%5D=hous&types%5B1%5D=town&sortb
y=updated 
https://businessyab.com/explore/united_states/california/san_diego_county/encinitas/copper_crest_road/3715/celebrity-se
rvice-inc-760-930-0077.html 
https://circala.com/tag/stackshouse/ 
https://angelandpatty.com/el/listings.asp?Id=73784&min=161&Acum=181&SearchMLS=yes&TotalofMLS=178703&Totalof
User=71&nextsafe=yes&noSwitch=yes&Search=yes&IDX=1&ZipCode= 
https://zmaps.net/company/bella-findings-house-2134894252 
https://useenglishwords.com/results/cecil-b-demille-estate/ 
http://mapliv.com/rent/property.php?id=109205694&faddr=1784+North+Sycamore+Avenue+Los+Angeles+CA+90028 
https://inforver.com/view/Thomas-Safran-AdBbHR 
https://rebecca.lahomegirl.com/homes-for-sale/CA/los-angeles/90018/1766-w-25th-st/lid-61466355d3dbd8b4536efa60 
https://thebuildermarket.com/directory/na-designs-inc-2/ 
http://los-angeles-ca.uscontractorsnearme.com/bed-bath-beyond-296.html 
https://www.giveyoung.org/cause-finder/listing/friendly-house 
https://midcentury.org/business-directory/925/best-la-neighborhoods/ 
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=12305520096711424345 
https://www.yellowbot.com/hous-los-angeles-ca.html 
https://www.chamberofcommerce.com/united-states/california/los-angeles/real-estate/2012799589-hous 
http://ezlocal.com/ca/los-angeles/commercial-real-estate-agency/0917102148 
https://www.judysbook.com/Hous-Real-Estate-losangeles-r30044666.htm 
https://www.localmint.com/us/hous-los-angeles-hours-1257816 
http://www.tupalo.co/los-angeles-california/hous 
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