
 

 

 
 
New Americans in the Classroom: Resources for Supporting 
Students from Refugee & Immigrant Backgrounds

 
To schedule a workshop, contact:  
 
Neighbors United PreK-12 Education Committee – Sara Skinner, Cross-Cultural Trainer, Sara 
Skinner Associates,  Sara.Skinner.MPH@gmail.com  

 

Click on the link to jump to a section: 
Apps, AI and Other Useful Tools 

Creating Welcoming Schools & Engaging with Families 

Teaching Immigrants & Multilingual Learners 

Teaching Other Students about Refugees 

We Love Educators! 

 

 
Apps, AI and Other Useful Tools  

●​ AI for Educators:  
●​ Aligning AI for Multilingual Learners: Integrating the WIDA Standards Framework into 

Prompts (Webinar) 

Find this handout online at: https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/resources 

 

http://www.neighborsunitedboise.org
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/aligning-ai-multilingual-learners-integrating-wida-standards-framework-prompts


 

●​ ChatGPT - Educators use it for translating, embedding key word supports, simplifying, 
summarizing, and more. 

●​ Diffit for Teachers - site that uses AI to differentiate a lesson into different grade levels 
and languages. This video explains how to use it for multilingual learners.  

●​ Magic School. 
●​ To add images to a text, download the SlidesAI extension to Google Slides, and input 

your text.  
●​ To create images, Microsoft Free AI Image Generator. 
●​ Padlet (and Sandbox) includes AI-generated images. 
●​ Suggestions on how to write AI prompts to create images. 

●​ Pictures to help with communicating with newcomers: 
●​ Lanyard Visual Cue Cards - Teachers Pay Teachers (free printable boardmaker pics) 
●​ “Core First Communication Books” (by Tobii Dynavox, handouts with picture 

communication symbols that are free to download and print.) Specific communication 
boards for Spanish, Ukrainian, and other languages. 

●​ Red/Green "I need help" Cards (jpegs as well as a link to Canva if you need to add other 
languages). 

●​ Multilingual Personal Dictionary Creator - Translates words into many languages, with an 
definition, pronunciation & image. This video explains how to use it. 
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https://chatgpt.com/
https://beta.diffit.me/#topic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AC0NT1OQqQSVHzA9BCZLw_1QkodvEQkYdxMYnC4HdNU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.magicschool.ai
https://workspace.google.com/marketplace/app/slidesaiio_create_slides_with_ai/904276957168
https://create.microsoft.com/en-us/features/ai-image-generator
https://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/aliciabankhofer/creating-images-with-generative-ai-jvk7en4211219lzn
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/LANYARD-VISUAL-CUE-CARDS-FREE-PRINTABLE-BOARDMAKER-PICTURES-SPED-Autism-9283255?st=5b0170c918de9c405dd270ed2362852d
https://us.tobiidynavox.com/products/core-first-communication-books?tab=0
https://us.tobiidynavox.com/collections/low-tech-aac
https://us.tobiidynavox.com/collections/low-tech-aac
https://www.tobiidynavox.com/pages/ukraine-refugee-communication-resources
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12UCZIWKj2q-C0r3Lmw7rT2_sGAtWU6JT?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ewzsOpWzOyDWFsof09xiSwicAZRU1wt05ARjUqdn0KA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YuCZS1xa6EuYyYPDIK-qf1taUcr2UA10/view?usp=drive_link
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/new-americans-in-the-classroom


 

 

​​  
Creating Welcoming Schools & Engaging with Families 
●​ New York’s Welcome to Our Schools has many resources about welcoming refugee 

students, including brochures for Teachers, Peer Mentors, Counselors, Administrators , and 
Parents (in Arabic, Farsi, Karen, Nepali, and Spanish). 

●​ English Learner Portal: Tips for Welcoming Newcomers, 9-minute video & checklist to 
orienting immigrant families, one-pager and many free Resources, (especially if you sign up 
for their email list). 

●​ Edutopia’s 5 tips for Culturally Responsive Family Engagement in Schools 
●​ Switchboard: Searchable library of guides and webinars about refugees, including many 

topics for educators. Their blog post, How Schools Can Support Newcomer Youth: Ten 
Innovative Practices has sections for administrators, counselors and teachers. See also the 
last half of their webinar, Increasing Family Engagement within Schools to Support Refugee 
Students. 

●​ The ESC of Central Ohio has Multilingual Orientation Videos for students and families (in 
Dari, Ukrainian, Spanish, and English) on topics such as “Communicating with Schools” and 
“Observing Cultural Customs at School.” 

●​ “Reflections from an Afghan American Counselor: Building Bridges with Migrant Students”  
●​ Stages of Immigrant Parent Involvement (2-page handout)  
●​ Immigrant Connections has a blog, webinars and a resource list about immigrant students 

and family engagement. 
●​ National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition’s Family Toolkit has advice to 

families about the US School System and their students’ rights as an English Learner (in 
English, Arabic, Spanish and Chinese). Also Toolkits for schools on how to fulfill their legal 
obligations to English Learners. 

●​ Reimagining Migration’s Newcomer Kit (list of resources for newcomer intake and ongoing 
community building) 

●​ “A World Unknown: Immigrant Parent Experiences with the School System” (9-Minute video 
with parents explaining school differences) 

●​ For notes home: template that says “This is important” in many languages. To make one, 
cut the strips of the languages your students speak.  

●​ Spreadsheet for tracking new students, assigning student mentors and parent liaisons 
(created by Taft Elementary to support their parent Cultural Liaison program) 

●​ Family Strengthening (many resources, including “Raising Children in a New Country” 
Handbooks in many languages) -  Bridging Refugee Youth & Children’s Services 
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https://otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/wtos.asp
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/documents/WtOS-Strategies-for-Teachers-Brochure.pdf
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/documents/WtOS-Peer-Mentor-Brochure.pdf
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/documents/WtOS-Counselor-Brochure.pdf
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/documents/WtOS-Administrator-Brochure.pdf
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/documents/WtOS-Parent-Brochure.pdf
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/blog-welcoming-newcomers
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/checklist-orientation
https://s3.amazonaws.com/kajabi-storefronts-production/sites/50259/themes/1184350/downloads/zvPbkJFTjWH3nakoztUv_Helping_newcomers_adjust_to_American_schools.pdf
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/freeresources
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/leadership-coaching-replays
https://www.edutopia.org/article/5-culturally-responsive-family-engagement-strategies/
https://www.switchboard.app/
https://www.switchboardta.org/how-schools-can-support-newcomer-youth-ten-innovative-practices/
https://www.switchboardta.org/how-schools-can-support-newcomer-youth-ten-innovative-practices/
https://www.switchboardta.org/resource/increasing-family-engagement-within-schools-to-support-refugee-students/?mc_cid=42f008af77&mc_eid=7a304e05a3
https://www.switchboardta.org/resource/increasing-family-engagement-within-schools-to-support-refugee-students/?mc_cid=42f008af77&mc_eid=7a304e05a3
https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yNDgxMjQxMzY4MjMyNDY1NTMwJmM9cjB3MiZlPTE5MjgmYj0xMzIwMzQ2MDA0JmQ9cDFyOHMxaw==.Pspv2EIRDBl-OHzm7ATQCwuDGhQDUXkFp_PBQCaHO08
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Xjn4sgydcAwdPq-v1mPMy42PbonIALqv
https://switchboardta.org/blog/reflections-from-an-afghan-american-school-counselor-building-bridges-with-migrant-students/?mc_cid=1902302465&mc_eid=43e6124e02
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/Engaging%20Families%20Handout%201.pdf
https://www.immigrantsrefugeesandschools.org/
https://www.immigrantsrefugeesandschools.org/resources
https://ncela.ed.gov/resources/oela-resources/toolkits
https://reimaginingmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Website-Newcomer-Kit-.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ukrainian_pd_resources_and_more&utm_term=2024-05-18
https://youtu.be/4CQ61S10QrM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nFnefG4-1i-9aCG3mw27qFus-BCeCY7Z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vLN1IiYYMmNET2X1H1-wg124CqtACsIi/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Npr2NHpnLiRociH1G6FQ8PyoX7nsGdvzHgHVY8obsIk/edit?usp=sharing
https://brycs.org/blog/family-strengthening/
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/new-americans-in-the-classroom


 

●​ Family Engagement Data (see especially slides 15-20 for continuum of low-impact to 
high-impact activities; not specific to immigrant families) - Flamboyan Foundation 

●​ Family Engagement with Refugee Populations (webinar, see especially the 9 Family 
Engagement Models, timestamp to 0:29 to 1:10) - BRYCS 

●​  
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https://slideplayer.com/slide/12824554/
https://brycs.org/webinar/family-engagement-with-refugee-populations/
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/new-americans-in-the-classroom


 

 

 
Teaching Immigrants & Multilingual Learners 
●​ Ideas & Examples from Elementary Educators (slides with examples from Idaho educators, 

collected by Sara Skinner Associates) 
●​ Ideas & Examples from Secondary Educators (slides with examples from Idaho educators, 

collected by Sara Skinner Associates) 
●​ English Learner Portal: Free Resource Collections and free Webinars, including this 

(8-minute video plus blog post) on How can you fairly grade and assess English Learners? 
○​ Elementary and Secondary Newcomer Notebook Resource (key images & 

sentence frames for the first days in school) 
●​ “Using a Strengths-Based Approach with ELs: Supporting Students Living with Trauma, 

Violence and Chronic Stress” (Short article) 
●​ Teaching Refugees, Unaccompanied Minors by The Immigrant Learning Center Educator 

Resource Hub (Lesson plans, webinars, more) 
●​ “The Power of Relationships in Schools” (4-minute video for teachers) 
●​ Humanizing Education for Immigrant Youth: 20 Strategies for the Classroom and Beyond 

(Non-Fiction book) by Monisha Bajaj* 
●​ Culturally Responsive Teaching and the Brain (Non-Fiction book) by Zaretta Hammond 
●​ Open Educational Resources: Childhood Education International (Courses and manuals for 

working with refugee or displaced learners; Arabic, English, French, Kiswahili, Spanish, and 
Ukrainian)  

●​ “Newcomer Toolkit” - US Dept. of Education (Classroom tools, school-wide tools, 
subject-specific teaching strategies, ideas for partnering with families, and more). 

●​ “10 Ways Teachers Can Support Third Culture Kids” (Blog post) 
●​ “The Continuum of Engagement” (Info-graphic) in cartoon or photo versions 
●​ Messy Objective - This video by English Learner Portal is a good example of “engineering 

the text.”  
●​ Sketchnoting with Students: The Why and the How (Blog post, Siedlitz Education) 
●​ Fun Infographics for Teachers of Multilingual Learners - Valentina ESL 
●​ English Learners Writing in Content-Area Classes (Blog post; explains how to use “Exit 

Tickets”) 
●​ Where to Find Diverse Books - find books with refugee/immigrant characters, bilingual 

books, and books in other languages 
●​ Teaching Math to English Learners by Adrian Mendoza 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RqAJADKqx-CGbO3lvAw6aSC59N84Ad2lQQATFuOFn00/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1P2Mgjz9Vd7WhrJr6Y2_pxEydaGgVVM1QIEiL1Lh-PsY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/freeresources
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/webinars
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/fair-grading
https://elpcourses.mykajabi.com/offers/6GGxbPch/checkout
https://elpcourses.mykajabi.com/offers/ZRxs9dzs/checkout
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-strengths-based-approach-els-supporting-students-living-trauma-violence-and-chronic
https://www.ilctr.org/for-teachers/resource-hub/refugees-and-unaccompanied-minors/
https://www.ilctr.org/educator-resource-hub/
https://www.ilctr.org/educator-resource-hub/
https://youtu.be/kzvm1m8zq5g
https://catalog.idaho-lynx.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=17.1033.0.0.5&pos=1&cn=1811623
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/book/culturally-responsive-teaching-and-brain
https://ceinternational1892.org/oers/
https://ceinternational1892.org/
https://ncela.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/NewcomerToolkit-06222023-508_OELA.pdf?utm_source=nexus_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newcomer_toolkit_updated
https://www.alifeoverseas.com/10-ways-teachers-can-support-third-culture-kids/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IphiHzT_qC1bNrntvHA8df1oxYOKsiYH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10LcXP_7lzP1EjqnMTRxSN6i787nqKNVy/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/WTQDDlO-wl8?si=Kg8Gdr-KN8oZwQe1
https://englishlearnerportal.com
https://seidlitzblog.org/2020/02/26/sketchnoting-with-students-the-why-and-how/#:~:text=Sketchnoting%20makes%20thinking%20and%20processing,as%20written%20words%20or%20visuals.
https://www.valentinaesl.com/infographics.html
https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/12/04/els-writing-in-content-area-classes/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SUjdV6XWOVz4-0fHeCxxRHAoXPeSXgi-IIfKcaAEnx8/edit?usp=sharing
https://a.co/d/bmAda8B
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/new-americans-in-the-classroom


 

 

 
Challenging Behavior 
●​ See also Resources for Trauma & Healing, including the Community Resiliency Model 

Workshop Video 
●​ PBIS World (free website; click on a behavior for a list of suggested approaches) 
●​ Functions of Behavior (3-page document) 
●​ Zones of Regulation (website) 
●​ Activity-Matching-Regulation-Gear One (worksheet for students to match the feeling with a 

way to regulate) 

 
Teaching Other Students about Refugees  
●​ “Teaching About Refugees” - UN High Commission for Refugees (curricula with videos, 

activities, etc. for specific ages) 
●​ Their Story Is Our Story (free lesson plans for elementary, middle  and secondary) 
●​ Immigrant Learning Center’s Teaching U.S. Immigration series includes curriculum on Syrian 

refugees and more; see also their “Elevating Immigrant Stories” webinar and included 
resource list.  

 
 

 
We Love Educators!  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PtZBAwk-FaGvV_4nFK4lk_ZZx4MpGPDGb0bTRh1iH28/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/cyGJlDaeeQk?si=xSK5lZcND9scN_9S
https://www.pbisworld.com/
https://connections-behavior.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Functions-of-Behavior_Flyer.pdf
https://zonesofregulation.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8VgPCa3bF-gyrMbrlYFlixfn6QUGp4r/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.unhcr.org/us/what-we-do/build-better-futures/education/teaching-about-refugees
https://tsosrefugees.org/education
https://www.ilctr.org/for-teachers/teaching-us-immigration-series/
https://www.ilctr.org/events/elevating-immigrant-stories-storytime-us-history-webinar/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12_NYtXl6qc_Ok8DgolxLFouMdL2-_mAEc40U1Azg4NY/edit?usp=sharing
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/new-americans-in-the-classroom


 

●​ “All Because of You” - Music video from “The One Who Sings” (formerly Zolani Mahola) 
 

 
 

This handout was created in collaboration with Glocal Community Partners.  
Find this document online at: https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/resources 
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https://youtu.be/UA5Bt3n-_Do?si=uz6_YDhCoxEBfsPU
https://glocalboise.org
https://sarajskinner.wixsite.com/sara-skinner/new-americans-in-the-classroom
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