
 
 

 

Summer Reading Assignment 2026 
Incoming 1st and 2nd Graders 

  
​  
Hello Students! 
​  

This summer, we encourage you to read lots of books with 
your family!  At NEST+m, we read books that help us see 
ourselves and our experiences in the stories of others. We call 
this idea MIRRORS.  We also learn about others through the 
experiences characters have in books. We call this idea 
WINDOWS.   

 
A mirror is a reflection of who we are. A window is how we 

learn about others.  
 

Your summer assignment is to find a special book that 
reflects who you are as a person (mirror) or helps you learn new 
information about someone else (window).  

 
The key questions to keep in mind are: 

 
●​ How is this book a mirror or window for you? 

 



 
 

●​ How does this book share something about you or 
something else’s identity or culture? 
 

●​ What do I want my classmates and teachers to know about 
me or others as it relates to the book? 

 
​
​ Once you’ve found a book, you then have TWO choices for 
how you’ll present to your new class in September.  You will only 
choose ONE of these options: 
 

 
OPTION 1: Poster Click Here for Sample Poster 
 

●​ Create a collage of pictures that answers the highlighted 
questions above. You can label the pictures with words that 
define your identity! Make sure to incorporate the book in 
your poster. 

 
OPTION 2:  Written response   Click Here for Sample Writing 
 

●​ Provide a short summary of the book and explain how the 
book is a mirror or a reflection of your identity. 

●​ Be sure to write in complete sentences answering the 
highlighted questions above. 

●​ Add a drawing to go with your writing. 
 
 
This assignment will be due on Due: Monday, September 21, 2026.   
 
Happy Summer and Happy Reading! ☀️  📚  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UHKb7P1sX-sS31lNNO5WbCBLOU3odvYLdVbtDlv5UQ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_NG34tHm6YyjrylU7bOduLr66UeF7Cvmbmlc1T2R4SE/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
  

K-2 Suggested Reading List  

Grade Book Titles  

1 The Year We Learned to Fly by Jacqueline Woodson 
 
That's Not My Name! By Anoosha Syed 

 
We Are All Neighbors by Alexandra Penfold 

 
A Girl Like You by Frank Murphy 

 
A Boy Like You by Frank Murphy 

 
The Cool Bean by Jory John 

 
Just Like Grandma by Kim Rogers 

 
This Is Not My Home by Eugenia Yoh and Vivienne Chang 

https://www.amazon.com/Year-We-Learned-Fly/dp/0399545530
https://www.amazon.com/Thats-Not-Name-Anoosha-Syed/dp/059340517X
https://www.amazon.com/All-Are-Neighbors-Alexandra-Penfold/dp/0593429982
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Like-You-Frank-Murphy/dp/1534110968
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Like-You-Frank-Murphy/dp/1534110461
https://www.amazon.com/Cool-Bean-Jory-John/dp/0062954520?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&ref_=fplfs&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Like-Grandma-Kim-Rogers/dp/0063049244
https://www.amazon.com/This-Not-Home-Vivienne-Chang/dp/0316377104/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34XZPSPYY27HQ&keywords=this+is+not+my+home+vivienne&qid=1685552936&s=books&sprefix=this+%2Cstripbooks%2C3073&sr=1-1


 
 

2 I'm an American By Darshana Khiani  
 
The Boy Who Tried to Shrink His Name by Sandhya 
Parappukkaran 

 
All the Way to the Top: How One Girl's Fight for Americans with 
Disabilities Changed Everything  
by Annette Bay Pimentel 

 
Maribel's Year by Michelle Sterling 

 
Plátanos Are Love by Alyssa Reynoso-Morris 

 
Grandma's Tipi: A Present-Day Lakota Story by SD Nelson 

 
Food for Hope: How John Van Hengel Invented Food Banks for 
the Hungry by Jeff Gottesfeld 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Im-American-Darshana-Khiani/dp/0593464729
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Tried-Shrink-Name-ebook/dp/B09S3S9YS5
https://www.amazon.com/All-Way-Top-Disabilities-Everything/dp/1492688975
https://www.amazon.com/All-Way-Top-Disabilities-Everything/dp/1492688975
https://www.amazon.com/Maribels-Year-Michelle-Sterling/dp/0063114356/ref=pd_vtp_h_vft_none_pd_vtp_h_vft_none_sccl_2/145-2897081-7551407?pd_rd_w=pIs6H&content-id=amzn1.sym.a5610dee-0db9-4ad9-a7a9-14285a430f83&pf_rd_p=a5610dee-0db9-4ad9-a7a9-14285a430f83&pf_rd_r=DPK17HMQ1XPFT7EYSWJ7&pd_rd_wg=Shtfk&pd_rd_r=043d5be0-68d7-4282-9ee1-fb03d6b81edf&pd_rd_i=0063114356&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Pl%C3%A1tanos-Are-Love-Alyssa-Reynoso-Morris/dp/1665902736/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=platanos+are+love&qid=1685557060&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Grandmas-Tipi-Present-Day-Lakota-Story/dp/1419731920
https://www.amazon.com/Food-Hope-Hengel-Invented-Hungry/dp/195435424X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=52IC5MYWWK1O&keywords=food+for+hope&qid=1685629516&s=books&sprefix=food+for+hope+%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Food-Hope-Hengel-Invented-Hungry/dp/195435424X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=52IC5MYWWK1O&keywords=food+for+hope&qid=1685629516&s=books&sprefix=food+for+hope+%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1

