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12th Grade To-Do List =S

12th grade is the time to apply for admission to college and to apply for federal student aid by filling out the
FAFSA®. Work hard all the way to graduation—second-semester grades can affect scholarship
eligibility. Stay involved in after-school activities, and seek leadership roles if possible.
Remember that there is nho “perfect fit” and you can be happy anyhow!

(J NOW: Finish Your College Workbook

REMEMBER: Register for all tests in advance and be sure to give yourself time to prepare
appropriately! If you have difficulty paying a registration fee, ask your school counselor about
getting the fee waived.

CJFill in the brag packet carefully. Shorter version here. ! Have copies ready to give to the
TWO teachers who you will ask for recommendations. Open link with Adobe Acrobat or
download to just type in responses and send to teachers or mentors electronically. No need
to print out.

[[I Take advantage of every college announcement from your counselors. At least meet and
stay in touch with your counselor. Make sure they know your goals.

[JRegister for SAT/ ACT tests not already taken (consider the Spanish subject- easy for GLLP).

[JAs soon as possible after its Oct. 1 release, complete and submit your Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®), at fafsa.gov, along with any other financial aid applications
your chosen school(s) may require. You should submit your FAFSA® by the earliest financial
aid deadline of the schools to which you are applying, usually by early February. Refer to the
EAFESA: Applying for Aid section of this site as you go through the application process.

[J After you submit the FAFSA, you should receive your Student Aid Report (SAR) within three
days to three weeks. This document lists your answers to the questions on your FAFSA and
gives you some basic information about your aid eligibility. Quickly make any necessary
corrections and submit them to the FAFSA processor.

[J If you haven't done so already, register for and take the standardized tests required for
college admission. Check with the colleges you are interested in to see what tests they
require.

[J Apply to the colleges you have chosen. Don’t forget to look into going_internationally for
college- See bottom of GLLP website for articles on going abroad for college. These can
even be tuition-free! Prepare your applications carefully. Follow the instructions, and PAY
CLOSE ATTENTION TO DEADLINES!

[[JMake sure to add some colleges from the Western Exchange to your list. Click these steps
and find out which colleges you are eligible for. You CAN get intfo most of these!

[J A month before your college application deadlines, ask your counselor and teachers to
submit the required documents (e.g., franscript, letters of recommendation) to the colleges to
which you're applying and select a couple teachers who you want to write your
recommendation letters. Meet them in person with your brag packet to ask them!

[J Complete any last scholarship applications- Search through all the databases and find as
many as possible.
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[[]Scholarship Bin from ECHS Counseling- Click frequently and apply, apply, apply!

Spring

[J Visit colleges that have invited you to enroll.

[J Review your college acceptances and compare the colleges’ financial aid offers.

[J Contact a school’s financial aid office if you have questions about the aid that school has
offered you. In fact, getting to know your financial aid staff early is a good idea no matter
what—they can tell you about deadlines, other aid for which you might wish to apply, and
important paperwork you might need to submit.

[J When you decide which school you want to attend, notify that school of your commitment
and submit any required financial deposit. Many schools require this notification and deposit
by May 1.

To Explore:

[J Understand the FAFSA better by watching the videos in the “FAFSA: Apply for Aid” playlist at
www.YouTube.com/FederalStudentAid.

[J Follow or like the office of Federal Student Aid at www.Twitter.com/FAFSA and
www.Facebook.com/FederalStudentAid to get regular financial aid tips.

[J Make informed decisions about student loans; the following resources are important at this
point:

[J Federal Versus Private Loans
(J Eederal Student Loans: Basics for Students

[J Western Consortium of Colleges and Universities

Parents
[] To Do: Work with your child on filling out the FAFSA.

[] To Explore:

(] Make sure your child’s personal information is safe when he or she applies for financial aid. For tips,
read Federal Student Aid and Identity Thetft.

[J Read RS Publication 970, Tax Benefits for Education to see how you might benefit from
federal income tax credits for education expenses.

[J Understand the benefits of federal student loans.

[J Help your child learn about the responsibilities involved in accepting a student loan by
reviewing “What should | consider when taking out federal student loans?” with him or her.

[J Look at communications from schools to which your child sent FAFSA information. If a school
has offered you or your child Direct PLUS Loans, the Federal Student Loans: Basics for
Students and Federal Student Loans: Direct PLUS Loan Basics for Parents booklets might be
useful to you.

From: Petersons.com

More on FAFSA® Process: Applying for Aid
® Estimate Your Aid
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Filling Out the FAFSA
D nden

The FSAID

Next Steps After FAFSA
Correcting Your FAESA

C ing S Ad Off
Receiving Al

How to make a decision once you hear back from schools!

Sample resume from a GLLP senior looking for a summer job.



https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/correct-update
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/comparing-aid-offers
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/receive-aid
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wsh-d03UL0TrktMDqDeZje0VEL_0tGj9K3mnpP1zTEc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NBdadW15U_leTst6_ZzVRF_1o1y44ER6sIEBaFlBkJY/edit#

