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This paper explores the overlooked deep history of Berlin’s mass housing landscapes. 

Recent architectural historiography, focused on the grands ensembles of modernism, fails to 

account for the layered violence embedded in the marshy land beneath and around the 

neighborhoods. Two artificial mounds, Kienberg in Marzahn and Lübarser Höhe near 

Märkisches Viertel serve as entry points. Composed of rubble, war debris, consumer waste, 

and excavated soil, they obscure a thousand years of displacement, conquest, and 

resettlement. First, the anaerobic clay of Berlin’s post-glacial plateaus preserved traces of 

early Slavic matriarchal societies displaced by medieval Germanic expansion and the 

imposition of patriarchal, feudal land regimes shaping the city’s earliest peripheries. Soil 

removed during housing construction was relocated to the mounds, rendering these estates 

both enablers and erasers of Berlin’s deep histories. Second, the paper examines Prussia’s 

internal colonization strategy, which displaced Polish landowners and racialized the Garden 

City movement to justify German settlement in the “Wild East.” This ideology persisted into 

the Third Reich, which intensified the violence. Both the land under Marzahn and Märkisches 

Viertel hosted camps for Romani people and forced Slavic laborers, their material remnants 

later buried in construction debris. Finally, the paper traces the eviction of migrant allotment 

communities, returned from former Prussian territories, that emerged in the agro-industrial 

fringe during the interwar and postwar periods. Their demolished homes were layered into 



the mounds, which a former military camouflage expert who later trained as a landscape 

architect designed to hide the scars of war under elevated parks. The mounds materialize a 

history of German war crimes and dispossession, peaceful vantage points on a city on the 

verge of forgetting. By foregrounding land memory, the paper reframes Berlin’s mass 

housing estates not just as products of modernism but as palimpsests of contested territory 

and erased lives. 
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