
 

English/Language Arts: Grade 6 

Communication and Collaboration 

Learning Outcome Students actively engage in listening, discussing, and presenting ideas using text 
and other sources of evidence to drive and demonstrate their thoughts. 

Standard 
6.CC.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (e.g., 
one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) on grade appropriate topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly. (E) 

Evidence Statements Academic Vocabulary 

●​ Participate in different types of discussions 
(i.e., pairs, groups, whole class). 

●​ Participate in discussions with a diverse group 
of partners about grade six topics, texts, and 
issues. 

●​ Add to others’ ideas while contributing to one’s 
own ideas. 

●​ Reflect on discussion topics using evidence 
from the text, issue, and topic. 

●​ Formulate comments, questions, and 
responses based on evidence from the text or 
topic. 

●​ Collaborate/Collaborative 
●​ Text evidence 
●​ Reflection 
●​ Discussion 

Clarification Statements 

●​ Partners and teams of students must act responsibly during discussions by effectively managing 
their time, cooperating, and contributing to the group process.  

●​ Discussions may be in the form of a one-on-one teacher and student conference, in small groups for 
reading group and/or book clubs, and/or even a teacher-led mini lesson. 

●​ When coming to group discussions, students are to be prepared by having read the material 
required and being able to provide questions and elaborating in detail to help move a discussion 
forward. 

●​ Listeners will pay attention to the key ideas that are explained by their peers. 
●​ Students should respect each other’s opinions and use discussion stems to guide their interaction. 

Looking Back Looking Ahead 

5.CC.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly. 
(E) 

7.CC.1: Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (e.g., one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing personal ideas clearly. (E) 
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Instructional Resources and Strategies 

●​ English/Language Arts Grades K-12 Vertical Articulation Guides 
●​ The Big List of Class Discussion Strategies, from Cult of Pedagogy 
●​ 8 Activities to Improve Listening Skills, from Busy Teacher 
●​ Collaboration Rubric, from PBL Works 
●​ Learning on Their Feet, from Edutopia 
●​ In order to help students become active listeners, the following acronym can be modeled and 

practiced. 
○​ S - Sit Up 
○​ L - Lean In 
○​ A - Activate Your Thinking 
○​ N - Note Important Information (What does that look like?) 
○​ T - Track the Speaker (What do I do if I lose track?) 

Universal Supports for All Learners 

●​ 2024 Content Connectors 
●​ Universal Design for Learning Playbook 
●​ UDL Guideline Infographic, from Learning Designed 
●​ UDL Guidelines from CAST 
●​ Universal Supports for All Learners in English/Language Arts, from IDOE’s 2023 Future Focused IAS 

Learning Series 
●​ Learning Styles and the Writing Process, from the University of Arizona SALT Center 
●​ Corgi: Digital Graphic Organizers 
●​ Reading and Writing Graphic Organizers, from BrainPop Educators 
●​ Writing Graphic Organizers, from Student Treasures 

Assessment Considerations 

●​ Indiana Assessment Framework 
●​ Exploring Released Items for Writing Instruction - SmART Tool Tutorial 
●​ Smarter Balanced SmART Tool 
●​ ILEARN Constructed Response Item Types and Scoring 
●​ IDOE Released Items Repository 
●​ I AM - Indiana’s Alternate Measure 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Coming Soon 

Disciplinary Literacy 

Coming Soon 

 
Contact IDOE’s Office of Teaching and Learning with any questions. 
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https://inlearninglab.com/collections/2023-indiana-academics-standards-for-englishlanguage-arts-k-12-vertical-articulation-guides
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/
https://busyteacher.org/14387-how-to-improve-listening-skills-8-activities.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NCL02Yh2dVLUVdvJdxnHsVNwrriF7IDm/view
https://www.edutopia.org/video/learning-their-feet
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/content-connectors/#2024_Content_Connectors
https://inlearninglab.com/collections/pd-playbook-universal-design-for-learning-june-2022
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15EaqiBbRshPKA0nHDQSqBTAulXxGYG8o/view?usp=drive_link
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://app.participate.com/assignments/2023-future-focused-indiana-academic-standards-for-english-language-arts/3b0521b2-f992-4fa9-91e6-17b9a7a61d94#chapter-4
https://app.participate.com/assignments/2023-future-focused-indiana-academic-standards-for-english-language-arts/3b0521b2-f992-4fa9-91e6-17b9a7a61d94#chapter-4
https://salt.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2022-07/Learning%20Styles%20and%20the%20Writing%20Process_0.pdf
https://corgi2.cast.org/login
https://educators.brainpop.com/brainpop-esl-teacher-resources/brainpop-esl-graphic-organizers/reading-and-writing-graphic-organizers/
https://studentreasures.com/blog/teaching-strategies/free-printable-graphic-organizers-for-writing/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AWIYskrk24kLimXlJ-K_tgsR3Qh1eqJc/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=117249383804210203956&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://inlearninglab.com/resources/exploring-released-items-for-writing-instruction-the-smarter-annotated-response-tool-smart
https://smart.smarterbalanced.org/
https://inlearninglab.com/resources/ilearn-constructed-response-item-types-and-scoring-for-englishlanguage-arts
https://inpt.cambiumtds.com/student
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/assessment/i-am/
mailto:teachingandlearning@doe.in.gov
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