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Sources Inference  Evidence Explanation  Purpose 
X I can infer that the cause of the 

riot was because 
____________________.  
 

“the newspaper printed a 
photo of ……”  

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 
…… 

This source was 
published to (A) the (A) 
that (M), so that (O)... 

 
 

A 
 

 

I can infer that the cause of the riot 
was because of religion and unfair 
treatment . 

The newspaper paper 
printed a picture of Maria 
Hertogh kneeling before the 
Virgin Mary even though 
she was raised as a muslim 
. 

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 
unfairness and 
disrespectful . 

 

 
 

B 
 

 

I can infer that Maria was forced to 
return back to her parents and 
original religion before she became 
muslin . 

Maria was then temporarily 
placed in the Roman 
Catholic Convent of the 
Good Shepherd after she 
was returned to her 
biological mother. 

This suggests she was 
being forced . 

 
 

 
 

C 
 

 

I can infer Maria Hertogh did not 
want to separate from her adoptive 
mother . 

Her adoptive mother 
collapses after parting ways 
with Maria Hertogh  

This suggests they both 
did not want to be 
separated. 

 

 
 

D 

I can infer     
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Thinking like a Historian 

 Maria Hertogh riots 
(1950) 

Anti-National Service 
Riots 

(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

What caused 
the riot? 
 
 
 
 

Due to unfairness from the 
court and the religion , islam 

,  

It was an expression of anti 
-colonial feelings  

The workers from SBWU felt 
they were not granted leave 
to attend union meetings. 
they also felt that workers 

from the Hock Lee Bus 
Employees Union were given 

better treatment.  

the government banned the 
Singapore Chinese Middle 

School Students Union 
because of its supposed 

communist activities  

Where did the 
riot take 
place? 
 
 
 
 

In Singapore  Singapore singapore in singapore  

Who were 
involved in the 
riot? 

Malays and Europeans 500 Students  police, SBWU, 10,000 
students from the 

chinese-medium schools, 
and chief minister David 

Marshall 

students 

How long did 
the riot last? 
 
 

For about 3 days . only on 13 May 1954 a month 3 days 
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What 
happened 
during the 
riot? 

Cars were overturned on 
streets and set on fire . They 
also attacked Europeans and 

Eurasians in sight 

The students turned violent 
as the students clashed with 

the police , leaving 26 
injured . 

They sat in front of gates of 
the bus depot , preventing 

the buses from leaving . The 
crowd fought back and 
threw brick , stone and 

bottles after police 
intervened  

there was a violent mob 
outside Chung Cheng High 

School confronting the 
police  

 

 

 

Reflection 

 Rate intensity by deleting the stars. 
 Maria Hertogh riots 

(1950) 
Anti-National Service 

Riots 
(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

Intensity Level 
(out of 5) 

 
“Intensity” could be based 

on the following: 

●​ duration of the 

event  

●​ number of people 

involved 

●​ how the event 

spread  

●​ impact that 

resulted from the 

event (casualties, 

fatalities and 
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damage to 

property) 

Explain why you have 
given this particular rating 
based on the above 
criteria 

  This is because the riot 
lasted for a month 

 

What did the riot reveal 
about people’s feelings 
towards the government 
in Singapore? 

 

    

Did the riot change British 
attitudes or policies? 
 
 

    

Did the riot contribute to 
the people’s desire for 
self-government? If so, in 
what way(s)?  
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