FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BRISTOL, CT

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
September 7, 2025, 9:30 a.m.

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’'s request to

Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and

forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we
can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life"—to choose life in God as our own.

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our entryways or you can
scan this code with your phone camera.

+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of + Christ, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 (vs. 1)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this
passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or
choose death by following other gods.

A reading from Deuteronomy, chapter 30.

°“See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. '® If you obey the
commandments of the Lorp your God that | am commanding you today, by loving the Lorp your God,
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live
and become numerous, and the Lorp your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to
possess. 7 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other
gods and serve them, '®1 declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in
the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. '°| call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that
you and your descendants may live, ?° loving the Lorp your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him,
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lorp swore to
give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Deuteronomy 30: 15-20

HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 (vs. 2)

Second Reading

Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is in prison. Paul
writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a
sibling in Christ.

A reading from Philemon

| thank my God always when | mention you in my prayers, °because | hear of your love for all the
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. ¢ pray that the partnership of your faith may become
effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. ” | have indeed received much joy
and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through
you, my brother. & For this reason, though | am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to
do the right thing, °yet | would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old
man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. '°| am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus,
whose father | have become during my imprisonment. ' Formerly he was useless to you, but now he
is indeed useful to you and to me. 2| am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. | wanted
to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the
gospel, “but | preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be
voluntary and not something forced. '® Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a
while, so that you might have him back for the long term, " no longer as a slave but more than a
slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord. ' So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. *®If he has
wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. °|, Paul, am writing this with my
own hand: | will repay it. | say nothing about your owing me even your own self. ? Yes, brother, let me
have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 2! Confident of your obedience, |
am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than | ask.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Philemon 1-21



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 (vs. 3)
Gospel
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the
outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.
The holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

% Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and said to them, ° “Whoever comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. 2 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 2 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost,
to see whether he has enough to complete it? 2° Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not
able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 3*°saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not
able to finish.” 3" Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the
terms of peace. ** So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ Luke 14:1, 25-33
HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 (vs. 4)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (aimed toward Grades K thru 6™ but those younger are welcomed with an
accompanying adult).

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY God’s Work Our Hands ACS 1000

L: APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your love for all people. Help
us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of death. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands, animals, and waters;
restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands from rising seas. God of grace, receive
our prayer.



God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now...(time is allowed
for additions). God of grace, receive our prayer.

Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings
for which we are joyful...(time is allowed for responses). God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh our hearts in Christ,
and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our sharing of faith may transform lives. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Remain Standing

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our entryways or you can
scan this code with your phone camera.

OFFERTORY We Are An Offering ELW 692

L: OFFERING PRAYER

For all that we have received from God let us pray for what we return.

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW (front) pgs. 206 — 208

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.

(if you are giving a reminder at the end of the service, please move to the lectern as the altar is
cleared after communion distribution)
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;




COMMUNION HYMNS | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469

L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
REMINDERS
(If you are giving a reminder, come to the lectern as the altar is cleared).
BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free,
* bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 (vs. 5)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, September 7, 2025

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Dion

Musician: Aimee Allen

Assisting Minister: Arlene Creswell

Lector: Bob Herold

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt

Ushers: Donald Milbrandt, Bill Golden, Kathy Golden, Cheryl Davis

Altar Guild: Ashley and Susan Provenzano

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI
#22340990. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, September 7, 2025

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)

10:30 a.m. Congregational Vote and “God’s Work, Our Hands” coffee hour and service project
11:00 a.m. Bible Nuggets

Thursday, September 11, 2025

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (YOUTH Room)

Saturday, September 13, 2025

11:30 a.m. Women'’s Circle at Bistro Twenty

1:00 p.m. Faith Walks at Rockwell Park (meet at dog walk area, nearby south entrance)
Sunday, September 14, 2025

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)

10:30 a.m. Congregational Conversation and Brunch

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org

Pastor Chris Dion, phone: 860.989.3507

Meals for Neighbors Food Pantry

Please consider helping us keep the MFN Food Pantry stocked. We are currently in need of
Soup/Stew  Rice Cereal

Donations should be placed in our grocery carriage in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your

kindness.

Thank you for your generosity.
Kathy Golden



