
 

 

November 23, 2021 
 
Op Ed, Daily Pennsylvanian 
RE: María Paula Romo, Visiting Scholar, Center for Latin American and Latinx Studies, 
University of Pennsylvania.  
 
Fall 2021 is a time of reflection as social and economic inequality has only increased in Latin 
America due to a global pandemic. Nearly two years ago, a wave of mobilizations against 
massive state cuts to social spending swept across cities in the region. From Colombia to 
Ecuador and the Andean Southern Cone, Latin American cities became temporary war zones 
as civil society mobilized to contest the devastating cuts. Police and militaries responded with 
severe violence and repression.  
 
October 2019 marked a dark period in Ecuador, an Andean country with a population of 16 
million, that experienced ten days of warfare in which police forces brutalized Ecuadorian 
citizens, including members of Indigenous pueblos and nationalities, university students, 
volunteers, and medical personnel.  
 
During those deadly protests in Ecuador, one state official, the Minister of Government María 
Paula Romo, was in charge of the police and the security. In this position, she was the state 
official commanding the deadly police response to mobilizers and first responders.  
 
Where is Ms. Romo now? She is a Visiting Scholar for Fall 2021 at the Center for Latin 
American and Latinx Studies (CLALS) at the University of Pennsylvania.  
 
As social scientists who have collectively spent decades researching in and about Ecuador, we 
express our profound distress that Penn has appointed Ms. Romo as a Visiting Scholar for the 
2021-22 academic year.  
 
The evidence against Ms. Romo is vast and alarming.  

●​ While presiding over the 2019 deadly police response, Romo permitted the use of 
expired tear gas (which is more likely to cause asphyxiation), the launching of tear gas at 
close ranges of protestors, and the bombardment of tear gas in humanitarian zones 
located at universities in Quito that were receiving and treating injured protestors.  

●​ A comprehensive Human Rights Watch report also details “excessive force” and 
“arbitrary death and arrest” on the part of her administration. Particularly noteworthy, 
Human Rights Watch found that elderly, women, pregnant women, and children were all 
victims of police brutality. To write the final report, the ombudsman's office, furthermore, 
received 519 testimonies displaying the human rights violations that Romo, along with 
other political leaders like President Lenin Moreno, committed.  

●​ Ultimately, hundreds of protesters received grave, life lasting injuries and 11 died.  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fradiolacalle.com%2Fmaria-paula-romo-acepta-que-la-policia-utilizo-lacrimogenos-caducados%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304140138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=bMahjFupKtCFA%2FOOwovOu4hcGU6U9BDVzfYTYhLJa1Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fradiolacalle.com%2Fmaria-paula-romo-acepta-que-la-policia-utilizo-lacrimogenos-caducados%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304140138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=bMahjFupKtCFA%2FOOwovOu4hcGU6U9BDVzfYTYhLJa1Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DEsDW5VmoMLw&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304150129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=lY3TavPZC2VdgvLShamFypRZ2IRMipqTxS2jUOs0n5Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DEsDW5VmoMLw&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304150129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=lY3TavPZC2VdgvLShamFypRZ2IRMipqTxS2jUOs0n5Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hrw.org%2Fes%2Fnews%2F2020%2F04%2F06%2Fecuador-lecciones-de-las-protestas-de-2019&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304150129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8J6CJ9lTcAxY7M9pGY6FyzMWWzDoQ%2BadLR3er4A%2F3Yk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmutantia.ch%2Fes%2Fparo-nacional-la-historia-que-se-escribe-desde-el-hospital%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1yl0sbNg8KcLWZNrFqC7JUFeoAGM8tdLIP5kwt7PPdVo7d_vQjEILab7o%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304170125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=O1tBknVFSaSQML7rZAxHSYdsuzjatl4V5huvxXDK6zM%3D&reserved=0


 

●​ Based on her role in the state violence against the mobilizations, Romo was censured 
and removed from her position as the Minister of Government.  

●​ The Ecuadorian ombudsman’s office (Defensoria del Pueblo) also found her, along with 
several other government officials, to have committed crimes against humanity. 

 
We write this Op-Ed today to draw attention to Ms. Romo's Visiting Scholar position at Penn. It 
is even more troubling that the Center seems to be concealing the appointment from the public 
while maintaining it.  
 
The Director of the Center, Prof. Tulia Falleti, has communicated that Penn is unwilling to 
withdraw the position, even as pressure has mounted from many Ecuadorian citizens. If this is 
Penn’s decision--with which we strongly disagree--we seek Penn to publicly announce its 
decision by returning Ms. Romo’s Visiting Scholar profile to the CLALS website, responding to 
the Change.org petition signed by more than 10,000 people, and widely circulating any future 
event with Ms. Romo.  
 
We also ask: 
 

(1)​What is Penn’s policy for awarding Visiting Scholar positions to politicians? Many 
universities have policies against awarding such positions to any politicians, including 
those who have been convicted and destituted for crimes against humanity.  

(2)​Why has CLALS removed Ms. Romo’s web page while maintaining the appointment? All 
other Visiting Scholars have them, and many events and appointments are publicized.  

(3)​Why is the CLALS Director not responding to a Change.org petition against the 
appointment with over 10,000 signers?  

 
In sum, we are disappointed by the decision to award the position to Ms. Romo and even more 
troubled by Penn and CLALS’s avoidance of transparency and responsibility for their actions by 
erasing publicly available information about the circumstances of the appointment.  
 
 
 
In Solidarity: 
 
Angus Lyall, Professor of International Relations, Universidad San Francisco de Quito 
 
Anna Wilking, PhD, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Anthropology, New York University 
 
Barbara Sorgoni, PhD, Professor of Social Anthropology, Department of Cultures, Politics and 
Society, University of Turin 
 
Carla Guerrón Montero, PhD, Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Delaware 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elcomercio.com%2Factualidad%2Fpolitica%2Fasamblea-censura-romo-destitucion-cargo.html&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304160126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=2KQfxcYvEy1VhGmu5uLNqeZ4Z5UjdSFx5lQw9jInq9E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elcomercio.com%2Factualidad%2Fpolitica%2Fasamblea-censura-romo-destitucion-cargo.html&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304160126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=2KQfxcYvEy1VhGmu5uLNqeZ4Z5UjdSFx5lQw9jInq9E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgk.city%2F2021%2F03%2F23%2Fdefensoria-pueblo-denuncia-autoridades%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjulie.gamble%40trincoll.edu%7C7e2ea88a9612428640be08d97181fcc9%7Ca6cda06a52d94672ae1ff6f9c9f14e37%7C0%7C0%7C637665627304130138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=KUQqn8PCmI%2F6ijW2wfHhwIBrQpmk7DDdJHgihCO3zuI%3D&reserved=0


 

Cecilia Mafla Bustamante, PhD, Retired Professor of Spanish, Minnesota State University 
Moorhead 
 
Christopher Krupa, PhD, Associate Professor of Anthropology, University of Toronto (Penn 
Press author) 
 
Corey Herrmann, PhD Candidate, Yale University Department of Anthropology 
 
Cristina Cielo, PhD, Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies, FLACSO sede Ecuador (Penn 
undergraduate alumnus) 
 
David Brotherton, PhD, Professor, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY 
 
Emma Cervone, PhD, Associate Director of Latin American Studies, Johns Hopkins University 
 
Emmanuel Blanchard Mora, Faculty Member, Universidad de las Américas Ecuador 
 
Esteban Ponce Ortiz, PhD, Investigador, Centro Comunitario Intercultural A Mano Manaba 

Federica Morelli, PhD, Associate Professor of Latin American History, Department of Cultures, 
Politics and Society, University of Turin 

Francesco Zanotelli, PhD, Associate Professor of Cultural Anthropology, University of Messina 
 
Gladis Aguirre Vidal, PhD, Independent Researcher and Anthropologist, Sweden  

Gizella Meneses, PhD, Professor of Spanish and Latin American and Latinx Studies, Lake 
Forest College 
 
Javier González Díez, PhD, Associate Professor of Social Anthropology, Department of 
Cultures, Politics and Society, University of Turin 
 
Jean Muteba Rahier, Professor of Anthropology, Florida International University (FIU) 

Jennifer N. Collins, Ph.D., Professor and Chair of the Department of Political Science, University 
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 

Jeremy Rayner, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology 
 
Jill DeTemple, PhD, Professor and Department Chair, Religious Studies, Southern Methodist 
University 
 
Johannes Waldmüller, PhD, Visiting Professor International Politics, University of Vienna  
 
Julie Gamble, PhD, Assistant Professor of Urban Studies, Trinity College (Former Penn 
postdoctoral fellow) 



 

 
Juliet S. Erazo, PhD, Associate Professor, Global and Sociocultural Studies, Florida 
International University 
 
Karen Silva Torres, PhD candidate, Universität Leipzig, Germany 
 
Karin Friederic, Ph.D, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Wake Forest University 
 
Kathleen S. Fine-Dare, PhD, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and Gender Studies, 
NAGPRA Liaison, Fort Lewis College 
 
Kendall King, PhD, Professor, University of Minnesota (Penn doctoral alumnus) 
 
Laura Raynolds, PhD, Professor of Sociology, Colorado State University 
 
Liliana Garcés Gutiérrez, Profesora de Escritura, Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar Ecuador 
 
Manuela L. Picq, Loewenstein Fellow, Amherst College / Professor of International Relations, 
Universidad San Francisco de Quito 
 
María Moreno, PhD, Visiting Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies, FLACSO - Ecuador 
 
Maricarmen Hernández, PhD, Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of New Mexico 

Mary Weismantel, PhD,  Professor and Chair of Anthropology, Northwestern University 

Michael T. Hamerly, Ph.D., Independent Researcher, Editor, Ecuadorian Studies/Estudios 
Ecuatorianos 

Natalia Buitron, PhD, Research Fellow, Oxford and Fellow at Jesus College, University of 
Cambridge 
 
Nataly Guevara, Research Associate, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Nicholas Limerick, PhD, Associate Professor of Anthropology & Education, Teachers College, 
Columbia University (Penn doctoral alumnus) 
 
Nicholas Rattray, PhD, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Indiana University. 

Nicholas Welcome, PhD, Visiting Lecturer, Department of Sociology, Anthropology, & Public 
Health, University of Maryland Baltimore County 

Norman E. Whitten, Jr. PhD, Professor Emeritus University of Illinoiis at Urbana-Champaign 
 
Paola Minoia, PhD, Associate Professor of Geography, Department of Cultures, Politics and 
Society, University of Turin 
 



 

Paola Sacchi, PhD, Assistant Professor of Cultural Anthropology, Department of Cultures, 
Politics and Society, University of Turin 

Pier Paolo Viazzo, PhD, Professor of Social Anthropology, Department of Cultures, Politics and 
Society, University of Turin 
 
Ricardo Restrepo, PhD, Professor, Universidad Técnica de Manabí, Ecuador 

Robert Andolina, PhD, Associate Professor of International Studies, Seattle University 
 
Rut Roman, Ph. D., Independent Researcher, President, Fundación A Mano Manaba 

Sofia Venturoli, PhD, Associate Professor of Latin American Anthropology, Department of 
Cultures, Politics and Society, University of Turin 
 
Susan Poats, Ph.D., Anthropologist, Corporación Grupo Randi Randi 

Tamara Trownsell, PhD, International Relations, Independent Scholar  
 
Tom Perreault, Professor and Chair, DellPlain Professor of Latin American Geography, 
Syracuse University 

Valeria Coronel, PhD, Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies, FLACSO sede Ecuador 
 
William Waters, PhD, Emeritus Professor, Universidad San Francisco de Quito 
 
Yanna Hadatty Mora, Professor, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 
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