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Copyright and Scripture Notice

Copyright © 2026 Mark W. Bailey. All rights reserved. This work may not be reproduced, stored, or
transmitted in any form without written permission from the copyright holder, except for brief
quotations used in reviews, teaching, or congregational study.

Scripture references and quotations are from the New American Standard Bible®, 1995 edition
(NASB95). Scripture quotations are used for biblical teaching and exposition. The wording of
Scripture remains the property of its respective copyright holder. The author’s commentary,
organization, and conclusions are his own.

This book is written from the conviction that Scripture is sufficient, authoritative, understandable
in context, and binding according to the covenant under which God has placed His people. It seeks
to distinguish what the Bible explicitly states from what may be inferred, and it refuses to make
human preference equal to divine authority.
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Dedication

To every Christian who desires to honor God rather than merely satisfy personal taste; to every
congregation that seeks the ancient path of apostolic teaching; and to every preacher who bears the
solemn responsibility to proclaim the whole counsel of God without addition, subtraction, or

compromise.

May our worship arise from faith, submission, gratitude, reverence, and love. May it be shaped
by God’s revelation rather than by the customs of men. And may all glory be given to the Father
through Jesus Christ.
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About the Author

Mark W. Bailey is a gospel preacher and Bible teacher committed to proclaiming Christ,
respecting biblical context, and calling believers back to the authority of Scripture. His teaching
emphasizes careful exegesis, covenant distinctions, direct commands, approved examples,
necessary inference, and the conviction that Christians should speak where the Bible speaks
and remain silent where the Bible is silent.

Through The Gospel Preacher, he develops sermons, lessons, devotionals, and extended
studies intended to strengthen congregations, equip Christians, and invite the lost to obey the
gospel. His primary Bible text for this work is the New American Standard Bible, 1995 edition.
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Appendix C: Questions for Congregational Study

Foreword

Why Another Book on Worship?

Worship is among the most familiar words in religious conversation, yet it is often among the least
carefully defined. Some use the word for an emotional atmosphere. Others use it for music alone.
Still others apply it to every human activity, until worship no longer describes a distinct response
offered to God. When a biblical word is stretched beyond its inspired use, confusion follows.

This book begins with a simple conviction: worship belongs to God, therefore God has the right
to reveal how He is to be approached. Sincerity matters, but sincerity does not turn disobedience
into faithfulness. Emotion matters, but emotion does not create authority. Tradition may preserve
truth, yet tradition can also conceal departures from truth. The final question is not, “What moves
me?” but, “What has God revealed?”

The Bible unfolds worship progressively. The worship of the patriarchs was not identical to
worship under Moses. The worship of Israel under the Law was not the final form God intended.
Jesus fulfilled the Law and inaugurated the new covenant through His death, resurrection,
ascension, and the sending of the gospel. The church therefore worships under the authority of
Christ and the teaching of His apostles.

The purpose of this work is neither to reduce worship to a checklist nor to leave it undefined. It
seeks to hold together the whole biblical picture: God’s holiness, human reverence, covenant
authority, sacrifice, fellowship, truth, love, obedience, and the redemptive work of Christ. Acceptable
worship is not cold formalism. It is faithful response to the God who has made Himself known
(Genesis 1:1).

Introduction

How to Read This Book

This study follows Scripture from creation to eternity. It does not begin with modern religious practice
and search backward for justification. It begins with God’s self-revelation and allows each covenant
setting to speak within its own context. The reader should observe who is addressed, what covenant
is in force, what God commands, what faithful people practice with divine approval, and what
conclusions are necessarily implied by the text.

Context operates at several levels. A verse must be read within its paragraph, chapter, book,
covenant, and the unified message of the entire Bible. A statement may be true yet misapplied when
removed from its historical or covenant setting. Israel’s priesthood, sacrifices, incense, instruments,
feast days, and temple service belonged to the Law of Moses. They teach enduring truths about
holiness and redemption, but they do not automatically become practices of the church.
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Progressive revelation means that God disclosed His plan over time. Earlier revelation was true,
but it was not always complete. The promise in Genesis developed through the patriarchs, Israel, the
prophets, Christ, and the apostles. Hebrews therefore interprets the tabernacle and sacrifices as
shadows pointing to the superior priesthood and sacrifice of Christ. We honor the Old Testament not
by placing Christians under Sinai, but by allowing it to lead us to Christ.

Biblical authority is recognized through direct instruction, divinely approved example, and
necessary inference. These are not three rival sources; they are ways Scripture communicates. At
the same time, an inference must truly be necessary, not merely possible or convenient. Human
judgment has a place in carrying out what God authorizes, but judgment may not create a new kind
of worship.

To speak where the Bible speaks and remain silent where it is silent does not mean refusing to
reason. It means refusing to bind human invention as divine law or to introduce religious acts for
which the new covenant gives no authority. Silence is not empty when the speaker has specified
what is desired. God'’s revealed pattern gives both freedom and boundaries.

Each chapter presents a biblical theme, traces its covenant setting, explains its implications, and
concludes with Scripture references. The aim is not to win an argument but to form worshipers
whose minds, hearts, and conduct are governed by the Word of Christ.
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PART I

THE FOUNDATION OF WORSHIP

Before Sin and Before the Law
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CHAPTER 1
What Is Worship?

“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” — John 4:24

Bowing, serving, revering, and honoring God (Exodus 3:1-6; Genesis 22:5)
Worship Begins with God

Worship does not begin with human creativity. It begins with the reality, character, and revelation of
God. Before a person can worship rightly, he must know whom he worships. Scripture presents God
as Creator, Lord, Judge, Redeemer, Father, and King. Worship is the reverent response of the
creature to the worth, holiness, authority, and mercy of the Creator.

The first temptation was not merely to break a rule. It was to reject God’s authority and define
good and evil independently. Every false worship follows that ancient path. It reshapes God
according to human desire and then offers Him what human wisdom prefers. True worship reverses
the rebellion of Eden by submitting the mind, will, and body to God’s revealed truth (Deuteronomy
6:13; Psalm 95:1-7).

Biblical Words and Their Emphasis

The Hebrew verb shachah commonly conveys bowing down or prostrating oneself. It pictures
humility before one who is greater. The Hebrew abad emphasizes service or labor rendered to a
master. Yare carries the idea of fear, awe, and reverence. In the Greek New Testament, proskuneo
commonly denotes bowing or paying homage; latreuo emphasizes sacred service; sebomai
expresses reverence or devotion. No single English word exhausts the biblical idea.

These words show that worship involves both attitude and action. Bowing without obedience is
empty. Service without reverence becomes routine. Emotion without truth becomes self-directed.
Acceptable worship joins humility, service, awe, faith, gratitude, and obedience under the authority of
God (Matthew 4:10).

Worship Belongs to God Alone

Jesus answered the tempter by declaring that the Lord alone must be worshiped and served. The
apostles refused worship from men. Angels likewise rejected worship and directed the worshiper to
God. Scripture therefore establishes an exclusive claim: religious homage belongs to God, and
Jesus receives such honor because He shares the divine identity and authority.

The Governing Principle

Matthew 4:10; Acts 10:25-26; Revelation 22:8-9
Worship is not a neutral human activity. Its object, content, and authority must be determined by
God (John 4:23-24; Acts 10:25-26).
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Distinct Yet Connected to Life

All of life must glorify God, but Scripture still distinguishes worship from ordinary activity. Abraham
told his servants that he and Isaac would go to a particular place and worship, then return. The
disciples assembled for identifiable acts. Christians are to live holy lives continuously, yet they also
pray, sing, teach, give, and partake of the Lord’s Supper in deliberate response to God.

This distinction protects both worship and daily discipleship. Worship must not be diluted until
every action automatically becomes an act of worship. Daily life must not be separated from faith as
though reverence belongs only inside an assembly. The Christian lives for God always and worships
God in the ways and occasions Scripture identifies (Romans 12:1-2; Revelation 22:8-9).

The Gospel Preacher — Mark W. Bailey | 12



WORSHIP ACCORDING TO GOD

CHAPTER 2
Worship in Eden

“Where are you?” — Genesis 3:9

Fellowship, rebellion, judgment, and promise
God’s Presence and Human Fellowship

Eden presents life ordered around God. Humanity was created in God’s image, placed within His
good creation, given meaningful work, united in marriage, and placed under a clear command.
Although Genesis does not describe a formal assembly in Eden, the whole account establishes the
foundation of worship: God reveals Himself, gives His word, provides blessing, and calls human
beings to trust and obey.

Adam and Eve did not need to invent a path to God. God spoke first. Their proper response was
grateful obedience. Thus worship, even before altars and sacrifices, rested upon revelation and
submission (Genesis 1:26-31).

The Serpent’s Alternative

The serpent questioned God’s word, denied God’s warning, and promised a wisdom independent of
God. Eve saw that the tree was desirable and Adam joined her. Their sin shows the root of
unauthorized religion: human judgment is elevated above divine instruction. Once people believe
they may improve upon God’s word, worship becomes an expression of self-rule rather than
submission.

Sin produced shame, fear, hiding, blame, pain, and exile. Fellowship with God was broken.
Humanity could no longer approach God on the basis of innocence (Genesis 2:7-25; 3:1-24).

Judgment and the First Promise

God’s judgment included hope. The promise concerning the seed of the woman announced that the
serpent would be defeated, though the victory would involve suffering. This promise begins the
redemptive line that reaches fulfillment in Christ. Worship after the fall would therefore be
inseparable from grace, sacrifice, promise, and the expectation of redemption.

God clothed Adam and Eve with garments of skin. The text does not explicitly call this an
offering or prescribe a sacrificial system, so we should not claim more than Scripture says. Yet the
provision demonstrates that God covered their shame and sustained them after judgment. The
Bible’s later sacrificial pattern helps us appreciate the seriousness of sin without turning an inference
into an explicit command (Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22, 45-49).
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Guarding the Boundary of Revelation

Eden warns every generation not to move beyond God’s word. The command was plain; the
temptation altered its meaning. Faithfulness required neither philosophical sophistication nor
religious innovation. It required trust. Worship still begins there. The worshiper hears God, believes
God, and refuses the serpent’s invitation to become the final judge of what is good (2 Corinthians
11:3; Revelation 12:9).
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CHAPTER 3
Cain and Abel

“By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain.” — Hebrews 11:4

Faith, obedience, acceptance, and rejection
The First Recorded Offerings

Cain and Abel brought offerings to the Lord. Abel brought from the firstlings of his flock and their fat
portions; Cain brought from the fruit of the ground. God regarded Abel and his offering, but He did
not regard Cain and his offering. The distinction was not arbitrary. Hebrews states that Abel offered
by faith and received testimony that he was righteous.

Biblical faith responds to God’s word. Romans teaches that faith comes from hearing. Although
Genesis does not preserve every instruction God gave the brothers, the inspired interpretation in
Hebrews establishes that Abel acted in faith. Cain’s anger therefore cannot be explained as the pain
of a sincere worshiper rejected without reason. God warned him that if he did well, he would be
accepted (Genesis 4:1-16).

The Worshiper and the Offering

God'’s response concerned both the men and their offerings. Worship cannot be separated from the
worshiper’s character. Cain’s heart soon appeared in jealousy, anger, deception, and murder. Abel’s
offering was accepted because it was joined to faith and righteousness. Later Scripture repeatedly
teaches the same principle: God rejects religious acts when the life is rebellious.

This does not mean that personal goodness can replace obedience in worship. Cain needed
both a right heart and a faithful offering. Scripture never presents sincerity as permission to disregard
what God has revealed (Matthew 23:35; Hebrews 11:4).

The Danger of Resentment

Instead of repenting, Cain resented correction. God graciously confronted him before the murder,
warning that sin was crouching at the door and that he must master it. Cain ignored the warning and
attacked his brother. False worship often becomes hostile toward faithful worship because the
obedient example exposes the unauthorized path.

Jesus and the apostles remember Abel as righteous. His blood cried from the ground, while the
blood of Jesus speaks a better word. Abel’s death reveals the cost of faithfulness; Christ’s death
provides the atonement toward which every faithful sacrifice pointed (12:24; 1 John 3:11-12).

The Gospel Preacher — Mark W. Bailey | 15



WORSHIP ACCORDING TO GOD

Lessons for Acceptable Worship

The account establishes enduring truths. God evaluates worship. Faith is essential. The worshiper’s
moral life matters. Correction should lead to repentance rather than bitterness. We must not
conclude that every offering is equally acceptable simply because it is called worship. The question
remains whether it is offered by faith according to God’s will (Jude 11; Romans 10:17).
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CHAPTER 4
Noah: Worship After Judgment

“Then Noah built an altar to the LORD.” — Genesis 8:20

Grace, obedience, sacrifice, and covenant
A Righteous Man in a Corrupt World

Noah lived when human wickedness had become great and every intent of the thoughts of the heart
was continually evil. Yet Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. He was righteous, blameless in
his time, and walked with God. His faith was not passive. He built the ark according to all that God
commanded.

Hebrews describes Noah as acting in reverence when warned about things not yet seen. Faith
trusted God’s warning, obeyed God'’s detailed instruction, and thereby condemned the unbelieving
world. Worship is never detached from such obedient trust (Genesis 6:5-22; 7:1-10).

The Altar After the Flood

When Noah left the ark, he built an altar and offered burnt offerings from every clean animal and
bird. This is the first altar explicitly mentioned in Scripture. The offering followed deliverance. Noah
did not sacrifice to earn rescue; he worshiped because God had preserved him and his family
through judgment.

The Lord received the offering and established His covenant concerning the earth. The rainbow
became the sign of that covenant. Worship, covenant, and remembrance were joined together: God
acted graciously, man responded reverently, and God gave a sign to confirm His promise (Genesis
8:15-22; 9:1-17).

Clean Animals and Revealed Distinctions

Noah knew a distinction between clean and unclean animals before Sinai. This reminds us that God

gave commands and distinctions not fully recorded in every detail. We must respect what is revealed
without pretending to know what is not. Noah'’s faithful response rested upon divine communication,

not private imagination.

The account also shows that sacrifice was costly. Noah offered from the limited animals
preserved through the flood. Gratitude gives to God rather than merely speaking about devotion
(Ezekiel 14:14, 20; Matthew 24:37-39).
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A Pattern of Grace and Response

Noah’s worship displays a recurring biblical pattern: revelation, faith, obedience, deliverance,
sacrifice, covenant, and renewed commission. This pattern prepares the reader for Israel’'s exodus
and ultimately for salvation in Christ. God saves by grace; the saved respond with obedient faith and
grateful worship (Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 2 Peter 2:5).
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CHAPTER 5
Melchizedek and Patriarchal Worship

“God will provide for Himself the lamb.” — Genesis 22:8
Priest of God Most High and a bridge to Christ

Worship Among the Patriarchs

Before the Law of Moses, the patriarchs built altars, called upon the name of the Lord, offered
sacrifices, made vows, gave thanks, and received divine revelation. Their worship was
family-centered and connected to God’s promises. Abraham worshiped at significant moments in the
journey of faith. Isaac and Jacob likewise built altars and called upon God.

To call upon the name of the Lord was more than pronouncing a title. It expressed appeal,
proclamation, trust, and public identification with the God who had revealed Himself. The phrase
later becomes closely connected with salvation and confession (Genesis 12:7-8; 13:4, 18;
14:17-24).

Melchizedek, King and Priest

Melchizedek appears as king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He blessed Abram, and Abram
gave him a tenth of the spoils. Genesis provides no genealogy, installation, or succession for his
priesthood. Psalm 110 later announces a coming ruler who would be a priest forever according to
the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews explains that Jesus fulfills this promise. His priesthood is not based on Levitical
ancestry but on the power of an indestructible life and God’s oath. Melchizedek therefore forms a
theological bridge from patriarchal worship to the superior priesthood of Christ (Genesis 22:1-19;
26:23-25; 28:16-22).

Abraham’s Faith and Sacrifice

Genesis 22 brings patriarchal worship to a severe test. Abraham told his servants that he and Isaac
would go and worship. He obeyed the command to offer his son, trusting that God could raise the
dead and that the promise through Isaac would stand. God stopped the sacrifice and provided a
ram.

The event teaches that worship may require costly obedience, yet God never contradicts His
promise. It also anticipates the Father’s gift of His beloved Son. The substitute on Moriah points
beyond itself to the sacrifice God would provide for the world (35:1-15; Psalm 110:1—4; Romans
10:13).
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The Limits of Patriarchal Example

Patriarchal worship teaches faith, reverence, sacrifice, promise, and divine provision. Yet Christians
are not authorized to recreate patriarchal altars or family priesthoods. These accounts belong to an
earlier stage of revelation. Their spiritual truths endure, but the church must receive its worship
practices from Christ and the apostolic covenant (Hebrews 5:5-10; 6:19-20; 7:1-28).
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PART Il

WORSHIP UNDER THE LAW

The Covenant, Priesthood, Sacrifices, and Holy Place
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CHAPTER 6

Sinai and the Covenant of Israel

“You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” — Exodus 19:6

A redeemed nation called to holiness
Redemption Before Law

God did not give Israel the Law so that an enslaved people might earn deliverance. He first brought
them out of Egypt by power and grace, then brought them to Sinai. The covenant began with
remembrance: “| am the LORD your God, who brought you out.” Obedience was the grateful
response of a redeemed nation.

This order remains important. Biblical worship is never an attempt to manipulate God or
purchase salvation. God acts; His people respond. Yet grace does not eliminate authority. The same
God who redeemed Israel gave specific commands governing national, moral, and ceremonial life
(Exodus 19:1-8; 20:1-26).

A Kingdom of Priests

Israel was called to be God’s treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. The
nation’s vocation was to represent God among the peoples. Their worship displayed His holiness,
justice, mercy, and uniqueness. They were forbidden to imitate the worship of surrounding nations.

The covenant included exclusive loyalty. Israel was to have no other gods, make no idol, misuse
God’s name, or turn worship into a human image. The golden calf demonstrated how quickly people
can claim to honor the Lord while reshaping Him according to familiar culture (Exodus 24:1-8;
32:1-35).

The Golden Calf: Zeal Without Authority

Aaron fashioned the calf and proclaimed a feast to the Lord. The people did not necessarily believe
they had abandoned all thought of the God who delivered them. They corrupted His identity and
worshiped through a forbidden image. Religious language did not sanctify the act.

The episode warns that people may attach God’s name to what God has not authorized.
Worship is not made acceptable by enthusiasm, numbers, celebration, or leadership approval.
Moses shattered the tablets because the covenant had been violated at its heart (Deuteronomy
4:1-40; 5:1-33).
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The Law as Covenant

The Law of Moses was given to Israel in a defined historical covenant. It contained commandments,
priesthood, sacrifices, festivals, purity regulations, and civil judgments. Christians learn from it, but
they are not under it as their governing covenant. Its role was preparatory, revealing sin and leading
to Christ (6:1-25; Galatians 3:15-29; Romans 7:1-12).
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CHAPTER 7

The Tabernacle: God Dwelling Among His
People

‘See that you make them after the pattern.” — Exodus 25:40

Pattern, presence, mediation, and holiness
According to the Pattern

God commanded Moses to build the tabernacle according to the pattern shown on the mountain.
The repeated emphasis on exactness reveals that sacred service was governed by divine
instruction. Materials, dimensions, furnishings, priestly garments, and procedures were not left to
artistic preference.

This exactness did not make worship lifeless. It taught Israel that God is holy and that access to
Him is a gift. The pattern protected the people from treating divine presence casually (Exodus
25:1-9, 40; 26:1-37).

The Structure of Access

The courtyard, holy place, and most holy place embodied degrees of access. Priests served
regularly, but only the high priest entered the most holy place, and only once each year, with blood.
The veil declared both God’s nearness and humanity’s separation because of sin.

Every furnishing contributed to the theology of approach: altar, laver, lampstand, bread, incense,
ark, and mercy seat. Yet these things were shadows. Hebrews directs the Christian’s attention to the
true sanctuary and the perfect priesthood of Christ (29:42—46; 40:16-38; Leviticus 16:1-34).

Glory Filling the Dwelling

When the tabernacle was completed, the glory of the Lord filled it. God accepted the dwelling
constructed according to His command. Israel’s camp was therefore arranged around God’s
presence. Worship was not a side activity but the nation’s organizing center.

The presence of God brought both comfort and danger. Nadab and Abihu later learned that holy
service cannot be altered without consequence. Nearness to God requires reverence (Hebrews
8:1-6; 9:1-28).
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From Shadow to Reality

The church does not possess a material sanctuary corresponding to the tabernacle. God’s people
are His temple, and Christ ministers in the heavenly sanctuary. The tabernacle remains essential for
understanding redemption, but it must be interpreted through its fulfillment rather than copied into
Christian worship (10:19-25; 1 Corinthians 3:16—17; Ephesians 2:19-22).
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CHAPTER 8

Priests, Sacrifices, and Holiness

“You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” — Leviticus 19:2

Approaching God through blood and mediation
The Levitical Priesthood

Aaron and his sons were consecrated for priestly service. Their garments, washings, sacrifices, and
anointing emphasized holiness. Priests taught the Law, distinguished clean from unclean, tended the
sanctuary, and represented the people before God. Their ministry was honorable but limited by
mortality and sin.

No Israelite could appoint himself priest. The role depended on God’s choice and covenant
order. This principle—divine appointment rather than human assumption—remains important when
considering authority in worship (Exodus 28:1—43; 29:1-46).

The Sacrificial System

Burnt offerings, grain offerings, peace offerings, sin offerings, and guilt offerings addressed devotion,
thanksgiving, fellowship, purification, and restitution. Blood represented life given because of sin.
The sacrifices taught that forgiveness is costly and that sinful people do not casually enter God’s
presence.

Yet animal blood could not finally remove sin. The repetition of sacrifices testified to their
incompleteness. They functioned as shadows and reminders until the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ
(Leviticus 1-7; 10:1-11; 16:1-34).

Nadab and Abihu

Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. Fire
came from the Lord and consumed them. Moses explained that God would be treated as holy by
those who come near Him. The text does not invite us to minimize the event by searching for
motives God did not reveal. Its stated issue is unauthorized service.

This account establishes a sober principle: what God has not commanded cannot be presumed
acceptable merely because it is religious. Nearness increases responsibility (Malachi 2:1-9;
Hebrews 4:14-16; 7:23-28).

Holiness in the New Covenant

Christians are described as a holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices through Jesus Christ. This
does not transfer the Levitical system into the church; it fulfills and transforms the priestly idea. Every
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Christian has access through Christ, while Christ alone is the great High Priest whose sacrifice
perfects those who are sanctified (9:11-14; 10:1-18; 1 Peter 2:4-10).
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CHAPTER 9

The Temple, the Psalms, and National
Worship

“Worship the LORD in holy attire.” — Psalm 96:9

Praise in Israel’s covenant and sacred center
From Tabernacle to Temple

David desired to build a house for the Lord, but Solomon completed the temple in Jerusalem. At its
dedication, the glory of the Lord filled the house. Solomon prayed that God would hear His people
when they turned toward the place associated with His name, while acknowledging that heaven itself
could not contain Him.

The temple centralized Israel’s sacrificial worship and became the focal point of national feasts,
priestly service, and pilgrimage. Its beauty was directed toward the honor of God under the Mosaic
covenant (2 Samuel 7:1-17; 1 Chronicles 15-16; 23:1-32; 25:1-31).

The Psalms as Inspired Worship

The Psalms express praise, lament, thanksgiving, confession, royal hope, wisdom, and trust. They
teach worshipers to speak honestly before God while remaining anchored in His covenant character.
The Psalms are not merely emotional poems; they are inspired theology sung and prayed by God’s
people.

Israel used instruments in temple worship because the Law and prophetic direction authorized
them in that covenant setting. Their presence in the temple does not by itself authorize their use in
the church, just as incense, animal sacrifice, and Levitical garments do not transfer automatically (2
Chronicles 5:1-14; 6:1-42; Psalms 2; 22).

Worship and the Heart

David understood that sacrifice without a broken and contrite heart was inadequate. Psalm 51 does
not abolish commanded offerings; it exposes the emptiness of outward acts without repentance. The
Psalms repeatedly join inward trust with public praise and obedient living.

They also direct hope toward the Messiah. Psalm 2, Psalm 22, Psalm 45, Psalm 69, Psalm 110,
and others find fulfillment in Christ. Christian use of the Psalms therefore reaches its fullness when
read through Him (51; 95; 100; 110).
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The Temple’s Temporary Role

Jesus identified Himself as greater than the temple and foretold its destruction. The church is not a
restored Jewish temple system. God’s dwelling is now described in relation to Christ and His people.
The earthly sanctuary served its purpose and yielded to the reality it anticipated (Matthew 12:6;
24:1-2; John 2:18-22; Ephesians 2:19-22).
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CHAPTER 10

The Prophets and the Corruption of
Worship

“Let justice roll down like waters.” — Amos 5:24

When ritual continues but covenant faithfulness dies
God Rejects Hypocrisy

The prophets confronted people who maintained religious activity while practicing injustice, idolatry,

immorality, and oppression. Isaiah condemned hands lifted in prayer while stained with blood. Amos
rejected songs and assemblies when justice was absent. Micah declared that God required justice,

covenant love, and humble walking.

These texts are sometimes used to suggest that form never matters. The prophets teach the
opposite. God rejected both corrupted lives and corrupted worship. He did not authorize people to
replace His commands with sincere alternatives. He demanded covenant faithfulness in heart and
practice (Isaiah 1:10-20; 29:13; 42:1-9).

Near With Lips, Far in Heart

Isaiah described people who honored God with their lips while their hearts were far away and whose
fear of God was learned by human rule. Jesus later applied this principle to religious leaders who
elevated tradition over God’'s command. Human teaching can create the appearance of devotion
while nullifying divine authority.

The danger is especially severe when tradition becomes invisible because it is familiar. A
practice may feel sacred because generations have repeated it, yet the worshiper must still ask
whether it comes from God (53:1-12; 58:1-14; Jeremiah 7:1-34).

Idolatry as Spiritual Adultery

The prophets portrayed idolatry as betrayal of the covenant. Israel mixed the worship of the Lord
with the gods of the nations. Syncretism promised cultural acceptance and political advantage, but it
denied the exclusive holiness of God.

Modern idolatry may not always use carved images. Anything that reshapes God, rivals His
authority, or turns worship toward human glory carries the same spiritual danger (31:31-34; Ezekiel
36:22-32; Amos 5:18-27).
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Promise of Renewal

The prophetic message was not only condemnation. Jeremiah promised a new covenant. Ezekiel
spoke of cleansing, a new heart, and a new spirit. Isaiah anticipated the Servant and the gathering of
the nations. Malachi announced the Lord’s coming and the purification of worship. These promises
prepare for Christ, whose covenant creates a people able to draw near through forgiveness (Micah
6:6-8; Malachi 1:6—14; Matthew 15:1-9).
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PART Il

CHRIST AND THE FULFILLMENT OF
WORSHIP

The True Temple, Perfect Sacrifice, and New Covenant
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CHAPTER 11
Jesus and the Worship of the Father

“The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” — John 1:14

The Son reveals the Father and receives divine honor
The Word Made Flesh

Jesus is not merely another teacher within the history of worship. The Word was with God, was God,
and became flesh. He makes the Father known. To see the Son is to see the Father’s character
revealed. Worship under the new covenant therefore centers upon the Father through the Son.

Jesus receives honor that belongs to God. Wise men worshiped Him; disciples worshiped Him
after He calmed the sea and after the resurrection; heavenly beings worship the Lamb. He did not
direct such worship away from Himself as apostles and angels did (Matthew 2:1-12; 4:10; 12:1-8).

Jesus Worshiped and Taught Worship

In His human life, Jesus prayed, gave thanks, sang, attended synagogue, observed the feasts, and
submitted perfectly to the Father. He lived under the Law and fulfilled it. His obedience exposes the
false contrast between heartfelt devotion and careful submission.

He also condemned worship based on human commandments. In the wilderness He affirmed
exclusive worship of God. His teaching consistently joined love for God with obedience to God
(Matthew 14:22-33; 15:1-9; 17:1-8).

Greater Than Temple, Sabbath, and Priesthood

Jesus identified His body as the true temple that would be raised. He declared Himself Lord of the
Sabbath and greater than the temple. He forgave sins, cleansed the temple, and announced
judgment upon the old order. These claims reveal that Israel’s institutions find their meaning and
completion in Him.

The transfiguration confirmed His authority: the disciples were commanded to listen to the
beloved Son. Moses and Elijah did not remain as equal covenant authorities. The Son stands
supreme (28:1-20; John 1:1-18; 2:13-22).

The Mediator of Approach

No one comes to the Father except through Christ. Prayer, praise, thanksgiving, sacrifice, and
service are accepted through Him. Christian worship is therefore distinctly Christ-centered without
displacing the Father. The Son reveals the Father, reconciles sinners, intercedes as High Priest, and
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gives access by the Spirit through the revealed word (5:18-23; 14:1-11; Colossians 1:13-20;
Hebrews 1:1-14).
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CHAPTER 12

The Cross, Resurrection, and New
Covenant

“This cup ... is the new covenant in My blood.” — Luke 22:20

The basis, fulfillment, and inauguration of a new order
Fulfillment, Not Failure

Jesus came not to abolish the Law or the Prophets but to fulfill them. His life fulfilled righteousness;
His teaching brought the Law’s purpose to its intended goal; His death fulfilled sacrificial shadows;
His resurrection confirmed His identity; His ascension established His reign. Fulfillment does not
mean the Law was defective. It means its preparatory work reached completion in Christ.

At the cross, Jesus provided the sacrifice that made covenant forgiveness possible. The cross is
the basis for the removal of the old covenant and the establishment of the new. The risen Christ then
commissioned the apostles, ascended, and poured out the promised Spirit as the gospel covenant
was publicly proclaimed beginning at Pentecost (Matthew 5:17-20; 26:26—-29; 28:18-20).

The New Covenant in His Blood

At the final Passover meal, Jesus identified the cup with the new covenant in His blood. The
language echoes the covenant promises of Jeremiah. Forgiveness would no longer rest on repeated
animal sacrifices but on the once-for-all offering of the Son.

Hebrews teaches that a change of priesthood requires a change of law. Christians are not under
a mixture of Moses and Christ. They receive the moral will of God as taught and applied under
Christ’s authority, but the Mosaic covenant itself has been surpassed (Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:1-11;
2:1-47).

Resurrection and Lordship

The resurrection transformed fearful disciples into witnesses. Jesus was declared Son of God with
power and exalted as Lord and Christ. Worship of the church rests upon a living Savior, not merely
the memory of a martyr.

Because He lives, Christians draw near with confidence. Because He reigns, His word governs
the church. Because He will return, worship carries hope and accountability (Romans 7:1-6;
Ephesians 2:11-22; Colossians 2:13-17).
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Pentecost and Covenant Proclamation

Acts 2 marks the public announcement of the enthroned Christ and the response required under the
gospel. Those who believed were told to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins. The Lord added the saved to the community that continued in apostolic

teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers.

The new covenant is therefore cross-founded, resurrection-confirmed, ascension-governed, and
apostolically proclaimed (Hebrews 7:11-28; 8:1-13; 9:15-28).
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CHAPTER 13
Worship in Spirit and Truth

“True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.” — John 4:23

Jesus’ teaching to the Samaritan woman
The Question of Place

The Samaritan woman raised the dispute between Mount Gerizim and Jerusalem. Jesus did not
treat the disagreement as irrelevant. He stated that the Samaritans worshiped what they did not
know and that salvation was from the Jews. Truth mattered, and the history of God’s covenant
mattered.

Yet Jesus announced an approaching hour when worship would no longer be tied to either
mountain. The temple-centered order was giving way to the new covenant (John 4:1-26).

The Father Seeks Worshipers

God is not served because He lacks something. He seeks worshipers who respond to His revelation.
This seeking is gracious: through Christ, the Father creates the possibility of true approach. Worship
is therefore both commanded and invited.

The phrase “in spirit and truth” must be read in context. It is not a license for whatever feels
spiritual. Nor does it reduce worship to correct external form. It describes worship appropriate to
God’s nature and the revelation now fulfilled in Christ (John 14:6; 17:17).

Spirit and Truth Together

Worship in spirit involves the inner person—mind, will, heart, sincerity, and life—not merely
geographic place or ceremonial location. Worship in truth is governed by the reality revealed in
Christ and by God’s word, which is truth. Spirit without truth becomes subjective; truth without the
engagement of the inner person becomes empty form.

The two belong together. The Father seeks worshipers whose hearts are alive to Him and
whose practice accords with His revelation (Acts 17:22—-31; Philippians 3:3).

The Messiah Reveals Worship

Jesus concluded the conversation by identifying Himself as the Messiah. The teaching cannot be
separated from His person. He is the truth, the way to the Father, the true temple, and the giver of
living water. Christian worship is possible because the Messiah has come (Hebrews 10:19-25;
12:28-29).
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CHAPTER 14
The Church Begins

“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching.” — Acts 2:42

Acts 2 and devotion to apostolic teaching
The Gospel Proclaimed

Pentecost was not the beginning of religious enthusiasm without structure. Peter preached a
reasoned, Scripture-filled message identifying Jesus as the crucified, risen, and exalted Lord. The
hearers were pierced to the heart and asked what they must do.

The response—repentance and baptism in the name of Jesus Christ—placed believers under
His authority. Worship in the church begins with conversion to Christ, not mere attendance at a
gathering (Acts 2:1-47; 4:23-37).

The Fourfold Devotion

The new believers continually devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the breaking
of bread, and prayers. These practices identify the life of the earliest church. They were not casual
preferences but sustained commitments under apostolic authority.

The apostles’ teaching governed doctrine and practice. Fellowship involved shared participation
in Christ and one another. The breaking of bread included the memorial meal instituted by Jesus.
Prayers expressed dependence, thanksgiving, confession, and mission (Acts 6:1—-7; 1 Corinthians
11:19-30).

Joy, Reverence, and Daily Life

The church experienced awe, generosity, gladness, sincerity, praise, and favor. Their assemblies
were connected to daily discipleship. Worship was not performance by a religious class; it arose
from a saved community devoted to Christ.

At the same time, Acts distinguishes gatherings and identifiable acts from ordinary activity. The
believers met, prayed, broke bread, listened, gave, and praised. Their whole life belonged to God,
but Scripture still names particular practices (Acts 13:1-3; 14:21-28).

The Apostolic Pattern Develops

Acts records the gospel moving from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and the nations. Local churches
were established, elders were appointed, teaching was preserved, and assemblies took
recognizable form. Later epistles explain these practices more fully. Acts gives history; the letters
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provide doctrinal instruction for ongoing congregational life (20:7—-38; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34;
14:1-40).
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PART IV

WORSHIP OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
CHURCH

The Assembly, the Word, the Table, Prayer, Song, and Giving
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CHAPTER 15
The Assembly of the Saints

“Let all things be done for edification.” — 1 Corinthians 14:26

Gathering under Christ for edification

The Church Assembles

The New Testament repeatedly assumes and commands the gathering of Christians. Disciples came
together to break bread. Congregations assembled in one place. Believers were warned not to
forsake assembling but to encourage one another as the day approached.

The assembly is not a building. The church is the people called into Christ. Yet the people
gather at identifiable times and places to carry out shared acts under apostolic teaching (Acts 2:42;
20:7).

Godward and One-Another Dimensions

Worship is offered to God, but the assembly also edifies the saints. Singing addresses one another
while giving thanks to God. Teaching instructs the church. The Lord’s Supper proclaims Christ’s
death together. Prayer may be led by one and affirmed by all. Giving expresses fellowship and care.

These dimensions must not be separated. An assembly focused only on personal experience
neglects the body. An assembly focused only on information may neglect thanksgiving and
reverence. Apostolic worship builds up the church while honoring God (Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians
5:4; 11:17-34).

Participation and Order

First Corinthians 14 emphasizes that all things be done for edification and in proper order. Spiritual
enthusiasm did not excuse confusion. Speakers were to be understood, evaluated, and limited. God
is not a God of confusion but of peace.

The principle continues after miraculous gifts ceased: worship should be intelligible, orderly,
truthful, and edifying. Order is not the enemy of life; it creates space for the whole congregation to
participate meaningfully (1 Corinthians 14:1-40; 16:1-2).

The First Day of the Week

The disciples at Troas gathered on the first day of the week to break bread. Corinth was instructed to
set aside its contribution on the first day. The resurrection occurred on the first day, and the church’s
pattern reflects the new creation inaugurated in Christ. Scripture provides sufficient reason for the
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weekly Lord’s Day assembly without importing the regulations of the Jewish Sabbath (Colossians
3:16; Hebrews 10:19-25; Revelation 1:10).
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CHAPTER 16

Prayer, Praise, and the Word

“Devote yourselves to prayer.” — Colossians 4:2

Speaking to God and hearing God'’s revealed will
Prayer Through Christ

Jesus taught His disciples to pray with reverence, dependence, forgiveness, and submission. The
church prayed in times of danger, decision, mission, suffering, and thanksgiving. Prayer is directed to
God through Christ and according to His will.

Public prayer should be understandable so that others may affirm it. It is not performance,
manipulation, or display. Long words do not create spiritual power. Faith rests in God’s character and
promise (Matthew 6:5-15; Acts 4:23-31; 12:5-17).

The Public Reading and Teaching of Scripture

Paul commanded attention to public reading, exhortation, and teaching. Scripture equips the man of
God for every good work. The assembly must therefore give the Word a central place, not as
decoration around entertainment but as the voice that teaches, corrects, trains, and comforts.

Preaching should explain the text in context and apply it faithfully. The preacher is a servant
under the Word, not an authority above it. Congregations should test teaching by Scripture (13:1-3;
1 Corinthians 14:13—-19; Ephesians 5:18-20).

Praise and Thanksgiving

Praise announces God’s character and works. Thanksgiving acknowledges every good gift and
especially salvation in Christ. The New Testament church gave thanks in prayer, song, the Lord’s
Supper, and daily life.

True praise is not flattery offered to obtain favors. It is truthful confession of who God is. Lament
and petition also belong in faithful prayer because trust brings real pain before God rather than
hiding it (6:18; Colossians 4:2—4; 1 Timothy 2:1-8).

Amen and Congregational Agreement

The word “Amen” expresses agreement: truly, let it be so. Paul’s concern that others understand the
thanksgiving shows that congregational worship includes shared assent. Leaders should therefore
pray and teach in ways the church can follow, understand, and affirm (4:13; 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5;
Hebrews 13:15).
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CHAPTER 17
Singing with the Heart

“Singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.” — Ephesians 5:19

The voice of the congregation under the new covenant

The New Testament Instruction

The epistles instruct Christians to speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody with the heart to the Lord. They are to teach and admonish one another
with thankfulness in their hearts. The authorized action is singing: intelligible words carried by the
human voice and engaged by the heart.

This simplicity is spiritually rich. Every Christian can participate. The song teaches truth, unites
the congregation, expresses gratitude, and directs the heart toward God (Matthew 26:30; Acts
16:25).

Making Melody in the Heart

Ephesians locates the melody in the heart. The heart is the inner instrument engaged in praise. The
phrase does not describe a separate mechanical accompaniment; it explains the inward character of
the commanded singing. Christian song is not merely vocal technique. It arises from a heart filled
with the word of Christ and the Spirit's revealed truth.

Beautiful sound may serve intelligibility and unity, but musical excellence is not the standard of
acceptance. Faith, truth, gratitude, and mutual edification are central (Romans 15:9; 1 Corinthians
14:15).

Why Old Testament Instruments Do Not Set the Church’s Practice

Instruments were used in Israel’s temple service under the authority of that covenant. The same
covenant included animal sacrifice, incense, Levitical choirs, and a material sanctuary. The church
does not select one ceremonial feature while rejecting the covenant structure that authorized it.

The New Testament repeatedly specifies singing for Christian praise. No apostolic command,
approved congregational example, or necessary inference introduces mechanical instruments into
the church’s worship. Respect for covenant distinction and the silence of the new covenant leads the
church to sing (Ephesians 5:18-20; Colossians 3:16—-17).

Song as Congregational Ministry

Singing is not a performance delivered by a select group to an audience. The congregation
addresses one another. Song leaders serve the church by helping all sing together, but they do not

The Gospel Preacher — Mark W. Bailey | 46



WORSHIP ACCORDING TO GOD

replace the congregation. The words should be scripturally true, understandable, and suitable for
teaching and praise (Hebrews 2:12; 13:15; James 5:13).
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CHAPTER 18
The Lord’s Supper

“Do this in remembrance of Me.” — 1 Corinthians 11:24

Remembering, proclaiming, discerning, and sharing
Instituted by Jesus

On the night of His betrayal, Jesus took bread and the cup and gave them covenant meaning. The
bread called disciples to remember His body; the cup represented the new covenant in His blood.
The meal arose from Passover but was given a distinct Christian focus in the sacrifice of Christ.

The church does not repeat the sacrifice. Christ offered Himself once for all. The Supper
remembers and proclaims that completed act (Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26).

The Weekly Gathering

Acts records the disciples at Troas assembled on the first day of the week to break bread. The
stated purpose of the gathering and the weekly rhythm support the church’s practice of observing the
Supper each first day. Paul’s instruction to Corinth assumes a repeated congregational meal when
the church comes together.

Frequency should be determined by the apostolic pattern, not by fear that regular observance
will become meaningless. Any commanded practice can become empty when the heart is absent;
the answer is faithful participation, not reduced obedience (Luke 22:14-23; Acts 2:42).

Discerning the Body

Corinth had turned the meal into a display of division and selfishness. Some went hungry while
others were filled. Paul commanded self-examination and discernment. The worshiper must
recognize the sacred meaning of Christ’'s body and the unity of His people.

The Supper is personal but never private. Each examines himself, yet all partake as one body.
The meal proclaims reconciliation with God and demands reconciliation among believers (20:7; 1
Corinthians 10:14-22).

Until He Comes

The Lord’s Supper looks backward to the cross, inward through self-examination, outward in
congregational fellowship, and forward to Christ’s return. It is a covenant memorial filled with
gratitude, sobriety, joy, and hope (11:17-34; Hebrews 9:11-28; 10:10-18).
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CHAPTER 19

Giving and Fellowship

“God loves a cheerful giver.” — 2 Corinthians 9:7

Grace expressed through shared resources
Giving as Worshipful Fellowship

The earliest Christians shared with those in need. Congregations sent relief to brethren and
supported gospel workers. Paul described financial participation with words of fellowship, grace,
service, and thanksgiving. Giving is not a fee charged for worship; it is a willing response to God’s
grace.

The New Testament rejects manipulation. Each person gives as purposed in the heart, not
grudgingly or under compulsion. God values cheerful, willing generosity (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37).

The First-Day Collection

Paul instructed the churches of Galatia and Corinth to set aside funds on the first day of every week
for the relief collection. The order demonstrates planning, regularity, and congregational
responsibility. Giving was not an impulsive emotional appeal but disciplined stewardship.

The amount was proportionate: as one prospered. Scripture does not impose the Mosaic tithe
upon the church. The new covenant calls for generous, sacrificial, purposeful giving shaped by grace
(11:27-30; Romans 15:25-28; 1 Corinthians 9:1-14).

Accountability and Integrity

Paul arranged for trusted men to administer the contribution so that no one could discredit the
ministry. Financial worship must be handled transparently. Congregations should use funds for
biblically authorized work and exercise honorable accountability before God and men.

Generosity without wisdom can be exploited; administration without generosity becomes cold.
Scripture joins compassion and integrity (16:1—4; 2 Corinthians 8:1-24; 9:1-15).

Fellowship Beyond Money

Fellowship is shared participation in Christ, truth, suffering, mission, and mutual care. Financial
giving expresses that deeper union. The church is not a social club, yet genuine spiritual fellowship
produces practical love. Worship that ignores needy brethren contradicts the table at which believers
proclaim one body (Philippians 1:3-5; 4:10-20; 1 John 3:16-18).
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CHAPTER 20
Order, Leadership, and Edification

“Christ also is the head of the church.” — Ephesians 5:23

Serving the body according to apostolic instruction
Christ the Head

Jesus alone is head of the church. Every local congregation answers to Him through His word.
Human leaders do not possess authority to invent doctrine or worship. Their task is stewardship: to
shepherd, teach, protect, equip, and model faithfulness.

The apostles appointed elders in local churches. Qualified elders oversee the flock among them;
deacons serve in entrusted work; evangelists preach and teach; all members contribute according to
their gifts and responsibilities (Acts 14:23; 20:17-35; Romans 12:3-8).

Qualifications and Character

Leadership qualifications emphasize character, family stewardship, knowledge, maturity, hospitality,
self-control, and reputation. Worship cannot be protected by organizational skill alone. The church
needs men whose lives support the truth they teach.

Those who lead publicly should prepare carefully, speak understandably, and avoid drawing
attention to themselves. Leadership in worship is service, not celebrity (1 Corinthians 11:2—16;
14:26—-40; Ephesians 1:20-23).

Women and the Ordered Assembly

The New Testament honors the vital work, prayer, teaching, service, and witness of faithful women
while also assigning governing and public teaching authority in the mixed assembly to qualified men.
This order rests in apostolic instruction and creation, not in a claim that women are spiritually inferior.

Faithfulness requires receiving both the dignity and the distinctions Scripture gives, without
cultural contempt or cultural revision (4:7-16; Philippians 1:1; 1 Timothy 2:8-15).

Edification as the Measure

First Corinthians 14 repeatedly states that all things should build up the church. Edification is not
mere enjoyment. It involves understanding, truth, encouragement, conviction, and growth toward
Christ. Every element of the assembly should serve this purpose under divine authority (3:1-13;
Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-5).
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PART V

ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP TODAY

Authority, Silence, Holiness, and Eternal Hope
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CHAPTER 21
Authority

"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” — Matthew 28:18

Command, approved example, and necessary inference
All Authority Belongs to Christ

Jesus possesses all authority in heaven and on earth. The church therefore acts in His name—by
His authority—not merely while speaking His name. Colossians commands that whatever Christians
do in word or deed be done in the name of the Lord Jesus. Religious practice must have a basis in
His teaching.

Apostolic doctrine carries Christ’s authority because the apostles were commissioned and
guided to reveal His will. To continue in their teaching is to continue in Christ’'s covenant (Matthew
28:18-20; Luke 10:16).

Direct Instruction

Scripture often communicates through commands and explicit statements. Christians are
commanded to pray, sing, teach, give, remember Christ in the Supper, assemble, and encourage
one another. Direct instruction may be universal or limited by context, so careful interpretation is
required.

Not every command in the Bible is addressed to every person. Noah was commanded to build
an ark; Israel was commanded to offer animals; apostles received unique commissions. Covenant
and audience determine application (Leviticus 1:1-9; Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:42; 14:23;
20:27-32).

Approved Example

Inspired history records both good and bad actions. An example becomes authoritative when the
text presents it as apostolic practice consistent with instruction and intended for imitation. The
disciples’ first-day gathering to break bread and the appointment of elders in churches illustrate how
practice clarifies command.

We must not bind incidental details such as an upper room, lamps, or travel circumstances
unless the text makes them part of the pattern (Acts 15:1-35; 20:7).
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Necessary Inference

Scripture sometimes requires a conclusion without stating it in one sentence. Jesus reasoned that
God’s declaration, “I am the God of Abraham,” necessarily implied resurrection because God is God
of the living. The apostles reasoned from Scripture in the same manner.

A necessary inference is not what may be true but what must be true for the text to remain
coherent. It must arise from explicit facts, not preference. In worship, inference may help determine
timing, frequency, and practical requirements, but it cannot create a new act absent from revelation
(1 Corinthians 4:17; 11:1-2; 16:1-2).

Expedients and Additions

An expedient assists in carrying out an authorized act without changing its nature: a meeting time,
songbook, microphone, seating arrangement, or container for the fruit of the vine. An addition
introduces a different kind of act. The distinction is crucial. Tools serve the command; they do not
become parallel acts of worship (Colossians 3:17; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; 2 Timothy 3:14-17).

The Gospel Preacher — Mark W. Bailey | 56



WORSHIP ACCORDING TO GOD

CHAPTER 22

Silence, Innovation, and Human Tradition

“Whatever is not from faith is sin.” — Romans 14:23

Respecting the boundaries of revelation

What Silence Means

To remain silent where Scripture is silent does not mean that Christians may never choose practical
details. It means they may not create religious acts, offices, doctrines, or obligations and present
them as authorized by God. When Scripture specifies an action, alternatives of a different kind are
excluded.

Hebrews reasons that Jesus could not serve as a Levitical priest because Moses said nothing
about priests from Judah. Silence had meaning within a specified covenant arrangement (Leviticus
10:1-3; 1 Samuel 13:8-14).

The Presumption of Unauthorized Worship

Nadab and Abihu offered what God had not commanded. Saul offered sacrifice contrary to God’s
order. Uzzah touched the ark despite revealed restrictions. Jeroboam created feast days, priests,
and worship centers from his own heart. These accounts differ in detail but share a warning against
presumption.

Innovation often appears practical, attractive, or culturally effective. The question is not whether
it works by human measurement, but whether Christ has authorized it (2 Samuel 6:1-11; 1 Kings
12:25-33; Matthew 15:1-9).

Tradition: Useful or Dangerous

Traditions can preserve wise arrangements and shared memory. Paul even used the term positively
for apostolic teaching handed down. The danger arises when human tradition contradicts, replaces,
or binds beyond God’s word.

Jesus condemned traditions that nullified God’s command. A congregation must therefore
distinguish apostolic tradition, which is authoritative, from inherited custom, which may be changed
and must never be treated as divine law (Mark 7:1-13; Colossians 2:20-23).

Liberty Within Authority

Biblical authority does not eliminate all judgment. Congregations choose times, locations, order of
service, song selections, methods of distribution, and other circumstances. Liberty operates within
the authorized act. It must be exercised in love, edification, good order, and conscience.
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The safest path is not fearful minimalism but confident faithfulness: do fully what God has given,
refuse to add what He has not, and avoid binding personal preference upon others (2 Thessalonians
2:15; Hebrews 7:11-14; 2 John 9-11).
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CHAPTER 23
Is All of Life Worship?

“Present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice.” — Romans 12:1

Glorifying God always without erasing biblical distinctions
A Common Claim Examined

Christians often say, “All of life is worship.” The statement may intend something true: every part of
life belongs under God'’s lordship, and nothing should be done in rebellion against Him. Scripture
commands believers to glorify God in eating, drinking, work, speech, family life, and conduct.

Yet the statement becomes misleading when it erases Scripture’s distinction between worship
and ordinary activity. If every act is worship simply because a Christian performs it, then the word no
longer identifies the deliberate acts Scripture calls worship (Genesis 22:1-19; Psalm 95:1-7).

Abraham Went to Worship

Abraham told his servants that he and Isaac would go to a designated place and worship, then
return. The journey, conversation, and ordinary actions surrounding the event were part of faithful
life, but the text identifies the sacrificial act as worship in a particular sense.

Likewise, the church assembles, breaks bread, sings, prays, gives, and hears the Word. These
are distinguishable acts even though Christians also serve God throughout the week (Matthew 4:10;
John 4:23-24; Acts 13:1-3).

Romans 12 and Living Sacrifice

Romans 12 urges Christians to present their bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, described with a
term that can denote spiritual or reasonable service. The passage calls for total consecration and
transformed living. It does not say that every ordinary action becomes congregational worship or that
revealed acts may be replaced by daily ethics.

The living sacrifice supports worship by forming holy worshipers. It does not dissolve worship
into life generally (20:7; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 10:31).

A Balanced Biblical Statement

A more precise conclusion is this: all of life must be lived for God’s glory, while worship consists of
reverent responses offered to God in the ways Scripture identifies. Daily holiness and gathered
worship belong together but are not identical.
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This distinction prevents two errors: confining faith to an hour of assembly and expanding
worship so broadly that divine patterns disappear (Colossians 3:17, 23—24; Hebrews 10:24-25;
13:15-16).
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CHAPTER 24

Reverence, Holiness, and the Heart

“Offer to God an acceplable service with reverence and awe.” — Hebrews 12:28

Acceptable worship from transformed people

Reverence and Awe

Hebrews calls Christians to offer acceptable service with reverence and awe because God is a
consuming fire. Grace does not make God common. The confidence believers possess through
Christ is not casual familiarity; it is bold access purchased by holy blood.

Reverence is expressed through attentive minds, truthful words, modest conduct, prepared
hearts, and awareness that the church gathers before God (Psalm 24:1-6; 51:10-17; Isaiah 6:1-8).

The Heart Must Be Near

God condemned people whose lips were near while their hearts were far away. External correctness
cannot compensate for unbelief, bitterness, hidden sin, or indifference. Worship should arise from
love, gratitude, repentance, faith, and understanding.

Yet the heart is not a substitute for truth. Scripture never says that a sincere heart makes an
unauthorized act acceptable. The acceptable worshiper brings both heart and obedience (Matthew
5:21-24; 15:7-9; 1 Corinthians 11:27-32).

Reconciliation and Moral Integrity

Jesus taught that reconciliation with a brother cannot be treated as irrelevant to approaching God.
Peter warned husbands that sinful treatment of wives could hinder prayer. Paul condemned the
Corinthians for observing the Supper while despising the church. Worship exposes relationships and
conduct to divine judgment.

Preparation for worship therefore includes self-examination, repentance, forgiveness, and
renewed love (2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Peter 3:7; Hebrews 4:14—16).

Joy Without Entertainment

Biblical reverence is not gloom. The church rejoices in salvation, sings with gratitude, and gathers
with hope. But joy is different from entertainment. Entertainment asks whether the audience was
pleased; worship asks whether God was honored and the church edified.

The deepest joy comes from truth understood, grace received, and communion with God—not
from spectacle (10:19-25; 12:28-29; James 4:7-10).
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CHAPTER 25
Worship from Earth to Eternity

“Worship God.” — Revelation 22:9

The church’s present praise and the final victory of God

Heavenly Scenes of Worship

Revelation presents heavenly worship filled with holiness, truth, thanksgiving, judgment, redemption,
and victory. The One on the throne and the Lamb receive praise because of creation and
redemption. Worship is not centered on the worshipers’ experience but on God’s worth and works.

These visions use symbolic imagery. They reveal heavenly reality and encourage persecuted
saints, but they should not be turned into a wooden order of service for the local church. Apostolic
instruction governs congregational practice (Revelation 4:1-11; 5:1-14; 7:9-17).

The Song of the Redeemed

The redeemed praise the Lamb who purchased people from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation.
The church’s worship already anticipates that international assembly. Ethnic, social, and national
pride must yield to identity in Christ.

Worship proclaims that Caesar, culture, wealth, and death are not ultimate. Jesus is Lord
(Revelation 11:15-19; 14:1-5; 15:1-4).

No Temple in the City

The New Jerusalem has no temple building because the Lord God and the Lamb are its temple. The
long biblical movement—from Eden, altar, tabernacle, temple, Christ, and church—reaches direct
communion. God dwells with His people; death, mourning, crying, and pain are gone.

What worship seeks now by faith will then be enjoyed by sight. The servants of God will see His
face and serve Him (Revelation 19:1-10; 21:1-27; 22:1-21).

Worship as Faithful Witness

Until that day, worship strengthens the church to endure. The Lord’s Supper proclaims His death
until He comes. Song confesses truth. Prayer seeks courage. Teaching exposes deception. Giving
supports mercy and mission. Assembly reminds scattered believers that they belong to the coming
kingdom.
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The final invitation of Scripture calls the thirsty to come. True worship therefore remains joined
to gospel proclamation. The God who seeks worshipers also seeks the lost through the message of
the Lamb (1 Corinthians 11:26; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 12:22-29).

Conclusion

Let Us Worship God Acceptably

The biblical story of worship begins with God’s self-revelation and ends with God dwelling among the
redeemed. Across that story, forms change as covenants advance, but the central truth remains:
God is holy, God speaks, and faithful people respond in trust and obedience.

The patriarchs worshiped according to the revelation given to them. Israel worshiped under the
covenant made at Sinai, with its priesthood, sacrifices, sanctuary, festivals, and national order.
Those institutions taught holiness and prepared for Christ. Jesus fulfilled them through His perfect
life, sacrifice, resurrection, and everlasting priesthood. The church now worships under His authority
through apostolic teaching.

Acceptable worship is neither mechanical ritual nor uncontrolled self-expression. It is worship in
spirit and truth. It comes from hearts made alive by the gospel and takes the form revealed in the
new covenant. The church assembles, teaches, prays, sings, partakes of the Lord’s Supper, gives,
and encourages one another. These acts are simple, but their meaning is immeasurable because
they are joined to Christ.

The call to remain silent where Scripture is silent is not a call to spiritual emptiness. It is an act of
trust. God’s wisdom is sufficient. The church does not need to improve His design by borrowing from
entertainment, reviving obsolete covenant shadows, or elevating human tradition. It needs to
practice fully, sincerely, and joyfully what He has given.

Let every congregation ask: Are we honoring the God who has revealed Himself, or a god
shaped by our preferences? Are we listening to Christ? Are we building one another up? Are our
hearts near? Are our lives holy? Are we proclaiming the Lord’s death until He comes?

The Father still seeks worshipers. Through the blood of Christ, sinners may draw near. Through
the Word, the church knows how to respond. Therefore, let us be grateful and offer to God
acceptable worship with reverence and awe (John 4:23—-24; Acts 2:42; Colossians 3:16-17;
Hebrews 10:19-25; 12:28-29; Revelation 22:1-5).
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Appendix A
A Biblical Vocabulary of Worship
Shachah (Hebrew)

To bow down or prostrate oneself in homage. The word emphasizes humility before God and
appears in passages such as Genesis 22:5 and Psalm 95:6.

Abad (Hebrew)

To work or serve. In worship contexts it stresses service rendered to the Lord (Exodus 3:12;
Deuteronomy 6:13).

Yare (Hebrew)

To fear, stand in awe, or reverence. Godly fear recognizes the holiness and authority of God
(Ecclesiastes 12:13).

Proskuneo (Greek)

To bow, pay homage, or worship. Jesus used it in John 4:23-24, where the Father seeks true
worshipers.

Latreuo (Greek)

To render religious service. It is used of service offered to God and of the believer’s consecrated
response (Matthew 4:10; Hebrews 9:14).
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Sebomai (Greek)

To revere or worship. The word can describe sincere devotion, but Jesus warned that worship
becomes vain when governed by human commandments (Matthew 15:9).

Eusebeia (Greek)

Godliness or reverent devotion expressed in a life shaped by truth (1 Timothy 4:7-8).

Leitourgia (Greek)

Service or ministry performed for others or before God. The word family helps explain the idea
of ordered service, but it does not authorize acts apart from apostolic teaching.

Term Meaning Key References

Shachah (Hebrew) To bow down, prostrate oneself, | Genesis 22:5; Exodus 34:8;
or pay homage. Emphasizes Psalm 95:6
humility before God or a
superior.

Abad (Hebrew) To work or serve. In religious Exodus 3:12; Deuteronomy

settings it emphasizes service | 6:13
rendered to God.

Yare (Hebrew) To fear, revere, or stand in awe. | Deuteronomy 10:12;
Describes the posture Ecclesiastes 12:13
appropriate to God’s holiness.

Proskuneo (Greek) To bow, pay homage, or Matthew 4:10; John 4:23-24;
worship. Used of worship Revelation 5:14

directed to God and of honor
given to Christ.

Latreuo (Greek) To serve, often in a sacred or Matthew 4:10; Romans 1:9;
worshipful sense. Hebrews 9:14

Sebomai (Greek) To revere or worship. Matthew 15:9; Acts 13:43, 50

Leitourgeo (Greek) To minister or perform service, | Acts 13:2; Romans 15:27
sometimes public or sacred
service.

Eucharisteo (Greek) To give thanks. Central to Luke 22:19; Ephesians 5:20

prayer, the Supper, and
Christian gratitude.

Hymneo / Psallo (Greek) To sing praise; to sing or make | Matthew 26:30; Ephesians
melody. New Testament 5:19; James 5:13
instruction places melody in the
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congregation.

heart and words in the

Appendix B

Covenant Comparison Chart

Covenant setting Priesthood

Characteristic

Purpose and

worship fulfillment
Patriarchal age Heads of families and | Altars, sacrifices, Promises leading to
divinely recognized vows, prayer, calling Abraham’s Seed

incense, feast days,
instruments, tithes

priests on the LORD
Law of Moses Aaronic priests and Tabernacle/temple, A shadow and tutor
Levites animal sacrifices, leading to Christ

Jesus Christ, the
eternal High Priest; all
Christians a holy
priesthood

New Covenant

Apostolic teaching,
prayer, congregational
singing, Lord’s Supper,
giving, fellowship and
edification

Forgiveness through
Christ and access to
God

God and the Lamb
dwell with the
redeemed

Eternal state

Perfect service, praise
and communion in
God’s presence

The servants of God
see His face

Key principle: practices authorized under one covenant do not transfer automatically into
another. The OId Testament instructs Christians, while Christ and His apostles govern the
church (Romans 15:4; Colossians 2:14; Hebrews 8:6—13).

Feature Patriarchal Age

Mosaic Covenant

New Covenant in
Christ

Representative heads | Fathers and family

heads

Moses, Aaronic
priests, national Israel

Jesus Christ, apostles,
elders in local
churches

Priesthood Patriarchal / Levitical, sons of Aaron | Christ according to
Melchizedek appears Melchizedek; all
Christians a holy
priesthood
Sacrifice Animal offerings Detailed animal and Christ once for all;

recorded

grain offerings

spiritual sacrifices of
praise, giving, and holy
life

Altars at revealed
locations

Sacred center

Tabernacle, then
Jerusalem temple

Christ and His people
as God’s dwelling; no
earthly sanctuary
system
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Covenant sign

Circumcision given to
Abraham’s household

Sabbath and other
signs within Israel’s
covenant

New covenant
relationship entered
through gospel faith
and baptism into Christ

Music in public worship

Limited information

Authorized temple
singers and
instruments

Congregational singing
with heart,
understanding,
teaching, and gratitude

Memorial meal

Passover not yet
established

Passover and annual
feasts

Lord’s Supper on the
first day of the week

Governing revelation

Direct revelation and
promise

Law of Moses

Teaching of Christ and
His apostles

Appendix C

Questions for Congregational Study

1. Why must a study of worship begin with the nature and revelation of God?

2. What does the account of Cain and Abel teach about faith and acceptable offerings?

3. How does covenant context prevent the misuse of Old Testament worship practices?

4. Why is Melchizedek important for understanding the priesthood of Christ?

5. What did the tabernacle teach about access, holiness, and mediation?

6. What is the stated lesson of Nadab and Abihu?

7. How did the prophets join right worship with righteous living?

8. What did Jesus mean by worship in spirit and truth?

9. How does Acts 2 describe the devotion of the first church?

10. What purposes does the assembly serve according to the epistles?

11. Why does the New Testament instruction to sing matter for congregational practice?

12. What four directions does the Lord’s Supper point—backward, inward, outward, and

forward?

13. How does giving express grace, fellowship, and integrity?

14. What is the difference between an expedient and an addition?
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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How does Hebrews 7 use silence in a covenant argument?

Why is “all of life is worship” both understandable and potentially misleading?

How can a congregation cultivate reverence without becoming cold or formal?

How does worship prepare Christians to endure and witness in the world?

Which traditions in our congregation are apostolic, and which are merely customary?

What changes would help our worship become more truthful, heartfelt, orderly, and
edifying?

TO GOD BE THE GLORY

“Worship the LORD in holy attire;
Tremble before Him, all the earth.”

Psalm 96:9 (NASB95)

The Gospel Preacher — Mark W. Bailey
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Additional Works by Mark W. Bailey

Every Book of the Bible — Bible-Only Context Guide
E Book of the Bible — Teacher’s A Guid

Reflections

Published through The Gospel Preacher

the-gospel-preacher.com
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WHO DECIDES
HOW GOD IS
WORSHIPED?

Worship belongs to God. Therefore, His Word—not
human preference—must determine how He is
approached.

From Eden to eternity, this Bible-centered study
traces worship through the patriarchs, Israel, Jesus
Christ, the New Covenant, and the church revealed
in the New Testament.

Discover:
* Why covenant context matters
How the shadows of the Law point to Christ
What worship in spirit and truth means
The apostolic pattern for the church
How to worship with reverence, faith, and obedience

Ideal for personal study, Bible classes, teachers,
preachers, and congregations seeking to honor God
according to Scripture.

MARK W. BAILEY

THE GOSPEL PREACHER
the-gospel-preacher.com
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