The Sixteenth Friday After Pentecost

September 18, 2026 - Morning Prayer

Pentecost, Proper 19, Week 3, Rite 11

Opening Versicle

Lord, (+) open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia

Invitatory and Psalter

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Antiphon: The Lord, who has redeemed the world: Come let us adore Him.

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon: The Lord, who has redeemed the world: Come let us adore Him.



Psalm 51

Antiphon: Have courage, your sins are forgiven.
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; *
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, *
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned *
and done what is evil in your sight.
And so you are justified when you speak *
and upright in your judgment.
Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
a sinner from my mother's womb.
For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
and will make me understand wisdom secretly
Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins *
and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence *
and take not your holy Spirit from me.
Give me the joy of your saving help again *
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
I shall teach your ways to the wicked, *
and sinners shall return to you.
Deliver me from death, O God, *
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of my salvation.
Open my lips, O Lord, *
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, *
but you take no delight in burnt-offerings.
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; *
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Be favorable and gracious to Zion, *
and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
Then you will be pleased with the appointed sacrifices, with burnt-offerings and oblations; *
then shall they offer young bullocks upon your altar.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon: Have courage, your sins are forgiven.

A Song of Lament Jeremiah 14:17-21

Antiphon: Christ bore our sins in His own body on the cross.

Let my eyes stream with tears™
day and night, without rest.
For the virgin daughter of my people is smitten with a crushing blow,*
struck down with a grievous wound.
If I walk out into the field, look! those slain by the sword. *
If I enter the city, look! those tortured by hunger.
Even the prophets and the priests *
roam the land at their wits end.
Have you cast Judah off completely? Is Zion loathsome to you? *
Why have you struck us a blow that cannot be healed?
We wait for peace, but to no avail; *
for a time of healing, but instead there is terror.
We recognize, O Lorp, our wickedness, *
the guilt of our fathers; for we have sinned against you.
For your name’s sake do not reject us, *
nor dishonor your glorious throne.
Remember your covenant with us, *
and do not break it.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon: Christ bore our sins in His own body on the cross.

Psalm 17

Antiphon: Come, let us all praise Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who was crucified for us.

1 Hear my plea of innocence, O Lorp; give heed to my cry; *
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
let your eyes be fixed on justice.
3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; *
I have heeded the words of your lips.



O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise up against them.

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *
in your paths my feet shall not stumble.
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
incline your ear to me and hear my words.
7  Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; *
hide me under the shadow of your wings,
9  From the wicked who assault me, *
from my deadly enemies who surround me.
10 They have closed their heart to pity, *
and their mouth speaks proud things.
11 They press me hard, now they surround me, *
watching how they may cast me to the ground,
12 Like a lion, greedy for its prey, *
and like a young lion lurking in secret places.
13 Arise, O Lorp; confront them and bring them down; *
deliver me from the wicked by your sword.
14 Deliver me, O Lorp, by your hand *
from those whose portion in life is this world,
15 Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, *
who are well supplied with children and leave their wealth to their little ones.
16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; *

Antiphon: Come, let us all praise Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who was crucified for us.

when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons and Canticles

First Reading — Esther 1:1-4, 1:10-19

This happened in the days of Ahasuerus, the
same Ahasuerus who ruled over one hundred
twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia.
In those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his
royal throne in the citadel of Susa, in the third
year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his
officials and ministers. The army of Persia and
Media and the nobles and governors of the
provinces were present, while he displayed the
great wealth of his kingdom and the splendor
and pomp of his majesty for many days, one

hundred eighty days in all. On the seventh day,
when the king was merry with wine, he
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha
and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven
eunuchs who attended him, to bring Queen
Vashti before the king, wearing the royal crown,
in order to show the peoples and the officials her
beauty; for she was fair to behold. But Queen
Vashti refused to come at the king's command
conveyed by the eunuchs. At this the king was
enraged, and his anger burned within him. Then



the king consulted the sages who knew the laws
(for this was the king's procedure toward all who
were versed in law and custom, and those next
to him were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha,
Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the
seven officials of Persia and Media, who had
access to the king, and sat first in the kingdom):
"According to the law, what is to be done to
Queen Vashti because she has not performed the
command of King Ahasuerus conveyed by the
eunuchs?" Then Memucan said in the presence
of the king and the officials, "Not only has
Queen Vashti done wrong to the king, but also to
all the officials and all the peoples who are in all
the provinces of King Ahasuerus. For this deed

of the queen will be made known to all women,
causing them to look with contempt on their
husbands, since they will say, 'King Ahasuerus
commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before
him, and she did not come.' This very day the
noble ladies of Persia and Media who have
heard of the queen's behavior will rebel against
the king's officials, and there will be no end of
contempt and wrath! If it pleases the king, let a
royal order go out from him, and let it be written
among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so
that it may not be altered, that Vashti is never
again to come before King Ahasuerus; and let
the king give her royal position to another who
is better than she.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

A Song of Penitence Kyrie Pantokrator
Prayer of Manasseh 1-2, 4, 6-7, 11-15

Song of Penitence Antiphon: Be not far away from me, O LORD; you are my strength, hasten to help

me.

O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven, *
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and of all their righteous offspring:

You made the heavens and the earth, *
with all their vast array.

All things quake with fear at your presence; *
they tremble because of your power.

But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; *

it surpasses all that our minds can fathom.
O Lord, you are full of compassion, *
long-suffering, and abounding in mercy.
You hold back your hand; *
you do not punish as we deserve.
In your great goodness, Lord,
you have promised forgiveness to sinners, *
that they may repent of their sin and be saved.
And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart, *

and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness.



I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, *

and I know my wickedness only too well.
Therefore I make this prayer to you: *

Forgive me, Lord, forgive me.
Do not let me perish in my sin, *

nor condemn me to the depths of the earth.

For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent, *
and in me you will show forth your goodness.

Unworthy as [ am, you will save me,
in accordance with your great mercy, *

and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life.

For all the powers of heaven sing your praises, *

and yours is the glory to ages of ages. Amen..

Song of Penitence Antiphon: Be not far away from me, O LORD; you are my strength, hasten to help

me.

Second Reading — Acts 17:1-15

After Paul and Silas had passed through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of
the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his custom,
and on three sabbath days argued with them
from the scriptures, explaining and proving that
it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to
rise from the dead, and saying, "This is the
Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you."
Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul
and Silas, as did a great many of the devout
Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But
the Jews became jealous, and with the help of
some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a
mob and set the city in an uproar. While they
were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them
out to the assembly, they attacked Jason's house.
When they could not find them, they dragged
Jason and some believers before the city
authorities, shouting, "These people who have
been turning the world upside down have come
here also, and Jason has entertained them as
guests. They are all acting contrary to the

decrees of the emperor, saying that there is
another king named Jesus." The people and the
city officials were disturbed when they heard
this, and after they had taken bail from Jason
and the others, they let them go. That very night
the believers sent Paul and Silas off to Beroea;
and when they arrived, they went to the Jewish
synagogue. These Jews were more receptive
than those in Thessalonica, for they welcomed
the message very eagerly and examined the
scriptures every day to see whether these things
were so. Many of them therefore believed,
including not a few Greek women and men of
high standing. But when the Jews of
Thessalonica learned that the word of God had
been proclaimed by Paul in Beroea as well, they
came there too, to stir up and incite the crowds.
Then the believers immediately sent Paul away
to the coast, but Silas and Timothy remained
behind. Those who conducted Paul brought him
as far as Athens; and after receiving instructions
to have Silas and Timothy join him as soon as
possible, they left him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus DeusLuke 1: 68-79

Benedictus Antiphon: The LORD has come to His people and set them free.

Blessed (+) be the Lord, the God of Israel; *

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *

born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, *

from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *

to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Benedictus Antiphon: The LORD has come to His people and set them free.

Third Reading — A reading from the sermon on Pastors by Saint Augustine, bishop (AD

354-430) Sermo 46,10-11: CCL 41, 536-538

You have already been told about the wicked
things shepherds desire. Let us now consider
what they neglect. You have failed to strengthen
what was weak, to heal what was sick and to
bind up what was injured, that is, what was
broken. You did not call back the straying sheep,
nor seek out the lost. What was strong you have
destroyed. Yes, you have cut it down and killed
it. The sheep is weak, and so, incautious and

unprepared, it may give in to temptations. The
negligent shepherd fails to say to the believer:
My child, come to the service of God, stand fast
in fear and in righteousness, and prepare your
soul for temptation. A shepherd who does say
this strengthens the one who is weak and makes
them strong. Such a believer will then not hope
for the prosperity of this world. For if he or she
has been taught to hope for worldly gain, he or



she will be corrupted by prosperity. When
adversity comes, he or she will be wounded or
perhaps destroyed. The builder who builds in
such manner is not building the believer on a
rock but upon sand. But the rock was Christ.
Christians must imitate Christ's sufferings, not
set their hearts on pleasures. He who is weak
will be strengthened when told: "Yes, expect the
temptations of this world, but the Lord will
deliver you from them all if your heart has not
abandoned him. For it was to strengthen your
heart that he came to suffer and die, came to be
spit upon and crowned with thorns, came to be
accused of shameful things, yes, came to be
fastened to the wood of the cross. All these
things he did for you, and you did nothing. He
did them not for himself, but for you." But what
sort of shepherds are they who for rear of giving
offense not only fait to prepare the sheep for the
temptations that threaten, but even promise them
worldly happiness? God himself made no such
promise to this world. On the contrary, God
foretold hardship upon hardship in this world
until the end of time. And you want the
Christian to be exempt from these troubles?
Precisely because he or she is a Christian, he or
she is destined to suffer more in this world. For
the Apostle says: All who desire to live a holy
life in Christ will suffer persecution. But you,

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.

shepherd, seek what is yours and not what is
Christ's, you disregard what the Apostle says:
All who want to live a holy life in Christ will
suffer persecution. You say instead: "If you live
a holy life in Christ, all good things will be
yours in abundance. If you do not have children,
you will embrace and nourish all, and none of
them shall die." Is this the way you build up the
believer? Take note of what you are doing and
where you are placing the believer. You have
built that person on sand. The rains will come,
the river will overflow and rush in, the winds
will blow, and the elements will dash against
that house of yours. It will fall, and its ruin will
be great. Lift up the believer from the sand and
put them on the rock. Let them be in Christ, if
you wish them to be a Christian. Let them turn
their thoughts to sufferings, however unworthy
they may be in comparison to Christ's. Let them
center their attention on Christ, who was without
sin, and yet made restitution for what he had not
done. Let them consider Scripture, which says:
He chastises every son and daughter whom he
acknowledges. Let them prepare to be chastised,
or else not seek to be acknowledged as a
daughter or son.



He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins

the (+) resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.

The Suffrages (A)

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world,;

For only in you can we live in safety.

<F<RLRL

Lord, keep this nation under your care;



R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God,;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collects

Collect for the Day (Proper 19)

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Fridays

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into
glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none
other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Collect for Mission

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might
come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our
hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of
your Name. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,



by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together
in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Angelus

V. The Angel of the Lord announced unto Mary,
R. And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord;
R. Be it unto me according to thy word.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the firuit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

V. And the Word was made flesh,
R. And dwelt among us.



Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray: We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts; that as we have known the
incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ announced by the message of an angel to the Virgin Mary, so by his
(+) cross and passion we may be brought unto the glory of his resurrection. Through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Prayer to Saint Michael

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of
the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.
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