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Thematig ar dudalen

Adolygiad o ddatblygu medrau darllen Cymraeg disgyblion 10-14
oed

Ym mis Medi 2024, cyhoeddom ein hadroddiad thematig ar ddatblygiad medrau
darllen Cymraeg disgyblion 10-140ed. Ysgrifennwyd yr adroddiad i ymateb i gais gan
Weinidog y Gymraeg ac Addysg yn llythyr cylch gwaith blynyddol Estyn 2023 i 2024
fel y'i diweddarwyd ym mis Hydref 2023. Yn dilyn cyhoeddi adroddiad ar fedrau
darllen Saesneq disgyblion 10-14 oed gan Estyn yn Mai 2023, fe aethom ati i lunio
adroddiad ar sut mae ysgolion Cymraeg a dwyieithog yn datblygu medrau darllen
Cymraeg disgyblion ar draws y cwricwlwm.

Mae ein hadroddiad yn defnyddio canfyddiadau o ymweliadau ag ysgolion cynradd,
uwchradd a phob oed cyfrwng Cymraeg a dwyieithog, yn ogystal ag ychydig o
unedau trochi. Cynhaliom gyfarfodydd gydag uwch arweinwyr, cydlynwyr
llythrennedd, athrawon a disgyblion. Cynhaliom deithiau dysgu, edrychom ar waith
disgyblion ac unrhyw ddogfennau oedd gan yr ysgol ar ddatblygu medrau darllen ac
ar drefniadau pontio. Yn ogystal, cynhaliom arolwg disgyblion yn Eisteddfod yr Urdd
ym mis Mehefin 2023 a dosbarthwyd holiadur i'r ysgolion hynny o fewn y sampl.
Gwnaethom hefyd dynnu ar dystiolaeth o arolygiadau cynradd, uwchradd a phob
oed o ysgolion y tu allan i'r sampl yn ystod 2023-24.

Ein hargymhellion:
Dylai arweinwyr mewn ysgolion ystyried:

e Cryfhau’r cyfleoedd i ddisgyblion ddatblygu amrywiaeth o fedrau darllen, gan
gynnwys uwch-fedrau darllen, mewn pynciau ar draws y cwricwlwm yn ogystal
a'r Gymraeg

e Defnyddio ystod eang o wybodaeth o amrywiaeth o weithgareddau
hunanwerthuso i fonitro a gwerthuso medrau darllen disgyblion er mwyn
adnabod yn glir pa agweddau o ddarllen sydd angen eu gwella neu’u cryfhau

e Cynllunio’n strategol a strwythuro cyfleoedd i gynyddu awydd, dygnwch a hyder
disgyblion pan yn darllen yn y Gymraeg

Dylai awdurdodau lleol ystyried:
e Hwyluso trefniadau pontio rhwng ysgolion cynradd ac uwchradd a goresgyn

unrhyw rwystrau i sicrhau bod ysgolion yn gallu cydweithio’n fuddiol i ddatblygu
medrau darllen disgyblion



Dylai Llywodraeth Cymru ystyried:

e Creu cyfleoedd i awduron Cymraeg ymgysylltu ag ysgolion a siarad a disgyblion
am y math o lyfrau yr hoffent eu darllen yn y Gymraeg

e Gweithio gyda phartneriaid fel ‘Adnodd’ i wella a chynyddu’r adnoddau darllen
cyfrwng Cymraeg sydd ar gael, gan gynnwys llyfrau ffeithiol

Beth ddywedodd ein hadroddiad thematig?

Mae ein hadroddiad ar fedrau darllen Cymraeg yn amlinellu nifer o gryfderau a’r
meysydd sydd angen mynd i'r afael & nhw i sicrhau gwelliannau. Yn ychwanegol i'r
enghreifftiau o arfer dda yn yr ysgolion, rydym wedi cynnwys canllawiau penodol er
mwyn helpu ysgolion i gryfhau eu harferion wrth ddatblygu medrau darllen
disgyblion.

Mae’r bennod gyntaf, ‘Safonau ac agweddau disgyblion’ yn canolbwyntio ar
ddatblygiad medrau darllen disgyblion ar draws y cwricwlwm ac agweddau
disgyblion tuag at ddarllen. Y prif ganfyddiadau yma oedd bod bron pob disgybl yn
deall pwysigrwydd darllen i gefnogi eu dysgu a'u cyfleoedd mewn bywyd yn'y
dyfodol. Fodd bynnag, mae effaith negyddol y pandemig yn parhau yn glir ar safonau
darllen Cymraeg a hyder disgyblion yn gyffredinol.

Mae’r ail bennod sy’n ddwy ran, yn ystyried yr arlwy sy’n cael ei gynnig gan ysgolion
i gryfhau medrau darllen disgyblion yn ogystal & nodi sut mae arweinwyr yn
blaenoriaethu darllen yn eu hysgolion. Fe nodom bod:
e llawer o bobl ifanc 10 i 14 oed yn defnyddio medrau darllen sylfaenol yn
llwyddiannus i ganfod prif negeseuon a gwybodaeth allweddol.
e y cyfleoedd mwyaf buddiol i ddatblygu medrau darllen i'w gweld mewn gwersi
Cymraeg neu sesiynau iaith ac o fewn pynciau’r dyniaethau.
e arweinwyr ym mron pob ysgol yr ymwelwyd & nhw yn cydnabod pwysigrwydd
blaenoriaethu datblygiad medrau darllen disgyblion.
e unedau trochi a'’r canolfannau iaith yn gwneud gwaith effeithiol yn datblygu
medrau Cymraeg disgyblion sy’n trosglwyddo o addysg cyfrwng Saesneg yn
hwyr.

Gwelwyd fod angen gwelliannau yn y meysydd canlynol:

e cyfleoedd pwrpasol i ddisgyblion ddatblygu’u huwch-fedrau darllen ar draws y
cwricwlwm.

e y gwaith o gydlynu’r ddarpariaeth ar gyfer datblygu medrau darllen disgyblion
yn y mwyafrif o ysgolion uwchradd.

e defnydd rhai arweinwyr o ystod digon eang o dystiolaeth i adnabod yr union
agweddau o ddarllen sydd angen eu gwella a chynllunio camau gweithredu
perthnasol.

e cynlluniau i ddatblygu medrau darllen disgyblion o Flwyddyn 6 i Fiwyddyn 7.

Mae’r drydedd bennod, ‘Hybu diwylliant o ddarllen’ yn disgrifio’r modd y mae
ysgolion effeithiol yn creu diwylliant darllen yn llwyddiannus ac yn ennyn diddordeb
disgyblion yn llawn. Gwelwyd yma bod lleihad sylweddol wedi bod yn y profiadau i
hybu darllen sy’n digwydd tu hwnt i'r stafell ddosbarth ers cyfnod y pandemig, yn
enwedig yn y sector uwchradd.
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Thematic on a page

A review on developing pupils’ Welsh reading skills from
10-14 years of age

In September 2024, we published our thematic report on developing pupils’ Welsh
reading skills from 10-14 years of age. The report was written in response to a
request from the Minister for Education and the Welsh Language in Estyn's annual
remit letter 2023 to 2024 as updated in October 2023. Following the publication of a
report on pupils' English reading skills from 10-14 years of age by Estyn in May
2023, we set out to produce a report on how Welsh and bilingual schools develop
pupils’ Welsh reading skills across the curriculum.

Our report draws on findings from visits to Welsh-medium and bilingual primary,
secondary and all-age schools, in addition to a few immersion units. In each school
visited, meetings were held with senior leaders, literacy co-ordinators, teachers and
pupils. We conducted learning walks, looked at pupils’ work and documents the
schools had on developing reading skills and on transition arrangements. A pupil
survey was carried out in the Urdd Eisteddfod in June 2023 and a pupil
questionnaire was distributed to those schools within the sample. We also drew on
evidence from primary, secondary and all-age inspections of schools outside the
sample during 2023-2024.

Our recommendations

Leaders in schools should consider how to:

e Strengthen opportunities for pupils to develop a variety of reading skills, including
advanced reading skills, in subjects across the curriculum in addition to Welsh

e Use a variety of self-evaluation activities to effectively monitor and evaluate
pupils’ reading skills to identify clearly which aspects of reading need to be
improved or strengthened

e Plan strategically and structure opportunities appropriately to increase pupils’
interest, resilience and confidence when reading in Welsh

Local authorities should consider how to:
e Facilitate transition arrangements between primary and secondary schools and
remove any barriers to ensure that schools are able to work together beneficially
to develop pupils’ reading skills

The Welsh Government should consider how to:



e Create opportunities for Welsh authors to engage with schools and talk to pupils
about the type of books they would like to read in Welsh

e Work with partners such as ‘Adnodd’ to improve and increase the availability of
Welsh-medium resources, including non-fiction books

What did our thematic say?

Our report on Welsh reading skills highlights a number of strengths and areas that
need to be addressed to ensure improvements. In addition to the examples of good
practice in schools, we have included suggestions within each chapter to help
schools strengthen their practices in developing pupils’ reading skills.

The first chapter, ‘Pupils’ standards and attitudes’ focuses on the development of
pupils’ reading skills across the curriculum and pupils’ attitudes to reading. The main
findings here were that almost all pupils understood the importance of reading to
support their learning and future life chances. However, the negative impact of the
pandemic remains clear on Welsh reading standards and pupils' confidence in
general.

The second chapter which has two parts, considers the offer provided by schools to
strengthen pupils’ reading skills and how leaders prioritise reading in their schools.
We noted that:

e many young people from 10 to 14 years of age used basic reading skills
successfully to find the main messages and key information.

e the most beneficial opportunities to develop reading skills could be seen in
Welsh lessons or language sessions and within the humanities subjects.

e leaders in nearly all schools visited recognised the importance of prioritising
the development of pupils' reading skills.

e the immersion units and Welsh language centres we visited worked effectively
in developing the Welsh skills of pupils who transfer from English medium-
education at a late stage.

Improvements were needed in the following areas:

e purposeful opportunities for pupils to develop their advanced reading skills
across the curriculum

e co-ordinating provision to develop pupils’ reading skills in a majority of
secondary schools

e leaders use of a wide enough range of evidence to identify the exact aspects
of reading that need to be improved and plan relevant actions

e plans to develop pupils’ reading skills from Year 6 to Year 7

The third chapter, ‘Promoting a reading culture’ describes the way in which effective
schools create a reading culture successfully and engage pupils’ interest in full.
Overall, experiences to promote reading outside the classroom were seen to have
decreased significantly since the pandemic, particularly in the secondary sector.



