
INSTRUCTION:  SMALL GROUP (READING) INSTRUCTION 
 

 
In One Sentence:  

●​ Small Group Instruction is delivering instruction to students based on needs.  
 
The Hattie Check: 

●​ Response to Intervention = 1.09 
●​ Teacher Clarity = 0.75 
●​ Repeated Reading Programs = 0.75 
●​ Comprehensive Instructional Programs for Teachers = 0.72 

 
What’s the Point? 

●​ To provide students differentiated instruction based on their needs within the small group 
led by the teacher.   

●​ The decreased teacher to student ratio provides teachers the opportunity to focus their 
attention on individual students and smaller groups of students.  

●​ Systematic lesson plans designed to improve teacher clarity. 
 
How is Small Group Instruction used by Teachers? 

●​ Teachers use Small Group Instruction to provide Tier 1 and Tier 2 support to students 
based on identified needs from the Core Standards, screeners, diagnostic assessments, 
and common formative assessments. 

 
How is Small Group Instruction used by Students?  

●​ Students participate in small group settings by listening, collaborating, reading, writing, 
responding per teacher instruction.  

●​ Students receive structured lessons designed to fill in gaps, build on, and expand 
student learning.  

●​ Students can also work in student led groups based on interests and choice. 
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https://us.corwin.com/sites/default/files/250_influences_chart_june_2019.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6a0199Xmb7zlPOiRcN_ru-Jrx4p4d4uPeR2xTMjD52542sw/viewform
https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/939974d1-b259-44cd-bc60-f3d6536a98bc


✔GRADE LEVEL CHECKLISTS: SMALL GROUP READING (click here for resource folder) 

Kindergarten 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3-5th Grade 

   

●​ Video example 1 
●​ Video example 2 
●​ Video example 3 

●​ Video example 1 
●​ Video example 2 
●​ Video example 3 
●​ Video example 4 

●​ Video example 1 
 

●​ Small Group 
Reading Checklist 

●​ Decodable Training 
and Videos 

●​ National 
Geographic & 
Grade Level Text 
Training and Videos 

 

 

✔QUALITY CHECKLISTS: For Small Group Instruction in All Areas 

Preparing for Small Group Instruction:                                  ✔ 
Clearly stated and written learning intentions (What, Why and How) and success 
criteria for students in the small group as well as the rest of the class.  

 

Grouping driven by data and diagnostic assessments.  

Flexible groupings based on frequent re-assessment of skills.  

Occurs consistently on a regular schedule.   
 

Delivering Small Group Instruction                                    ✔ 
High ratio of student responses (communicate, collaborate, create, critical 
thinking) and student talk.  

 

Provide specific feedback   
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15Lr0YorQr8LKWgKZ0tCenxbevV3OhBoQ?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1E6wErwBzJlDG_VKPqM1-zKxy1WP90_9yDNhUvWn5klc/edit#slide=id.gd018f64d5d_1_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/10HbD2IEXwsFIZ18n1lwmHhmbG8KcUA5K5rq-ZwziMzc/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1maglAKbR8ZOYXI5Lwoqrt5s1dAAn1Z0J--fqMOGMxtk/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_1FsjktK4l5MiXOMG-aqowT38tSA-31I/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1E6wErwBzJlDG_VKPqM1-zKxy1WP90_9yDNhUvWn5klc/edit#slide=id.gd018f64d5d_1_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/10HbD2IEXwsFIZ18n1lwmHhmbG8KcUA5K5rq-ZwziMzc/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1maglAKbR8ZOYXI5Lwoqrt5s1dAAn1Z0J--fqMOGMxtk/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XEaU2FdyfgkEDoPh_aTFZr6lpt7lAxx41UbNRoN7rmI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sBNuBo1X_qPB5WYpDDbqUEtw19gM2jqZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dx3PIi2Mu5g9EB3LYNASjfplTyTEPJ2t/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qa3J7g2bizErs6n4_C9RI4CYYqlHqKHU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F9g4-IRmO-MmWBUdf-gTd3j1FlHPURyS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6AouVc3I_uMJ4XUw2q-ZRatYoRSSDzd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6Wear2xG-r6O1BKfVxyvQzxt3BfU81B/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PNNN4uoTeMMhmCDV4Zl9CdSlvSsFL_zG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f8KfliK6D86Hwg6NUdYX_l7F_dJkFN6u/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_1FsjktK4l5MiXOMG-aqowT38tSA-31I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_1FsjktK4l5MiXOMG-aqowT38tSA-31I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uY53sf94XJf6Mf5HAsdOks2UHzbflwiR?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uY53sf94XJf6Mf5HAsdOks2UHzbflwiR?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BT_0q-bPHhm7wNKq54imbrY8xqEU7NE0?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BT_0q-bPHhm7wNKq54imbrY8xqEU7NE0?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BT_0q-bPHhm7wNKq54imbrY8xqEU7NE0?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BT_0q-bPHhm7wNKq54imbrY8xqEU7NE0?usp=sharing
https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/939974d1-b259-44cd-bc60-f3d6536a98bc


Model   

Multiple opportunities for response and practice   
 
 
 

CHECKLIST: PROCESS for Word Work/Fluency Practice               ✔ 
Introduce the Book 

●​ Walk Through 
●​ Introduce 2 words they might struggle with 
●​ Introduce the strategy to focus on 

 

Independent “Whisper” reading 
●​ Continue until teacher says to stop  
●​ Reread if they finish before 
●​ Teacher listens in as students read and takes note of errors, patterns, 

and strategies used. 

 

Teaching Point:   
●​ Ask comprehension questions, and/or... 
●​ Highlight strategies used (“I noticed how ____ used this strategy to….”), 

and/or... 
●​ Ask students to summarize/retell 

 

 
 
 

Helpful Tools: 
 
Strategies for/Examples of Small Group Instruction 

●​ Various ways of grouping students: Skill based needs grouping, homogeneous 
grouping, heterogeneous grouping, grouping based on interest, self-selected grouping 

●​ Comprehension groups, fluency, vocabulary, frontloading, phonics, phonemic 
awareness, writing, math skills, intervention/extension, and interest groups. 

●​ Other Training videos can be accessed through myngconnect.com 
 

To explore digital resources for implementing this practice: 
●​ The HuB (Help us Blend) (find and request training resource) 
●​ WCSD Digital Resources (powerful resources listed by modality) 
●​ LearnPlatform (find out which software is approved or request approval of new 

software)  
●​ Triple E Framework Rubric Questions 
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https://app.learnplatform.com/users/sign_in
https://www.tripleeframework.com/triple-e-printable-rubric-for-lesson-evaluation.html
https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/939974d1-b259-44cd-bc60-f3d6536a98bc

