Mirror Bearer - NNAXN NININQ

David Saltzman 3.9.24 - 7nj7' nwno

1290 1924 MO AXDY] (D DAY AN NATAND |21 TYIN 70N '2 iNK DN NYN1Y NYN) 23] NYN) 1D N'Wy|_-_N2-Nn'Y% NinY
D70 NI DT DX

STyin 70X NN INQY WYX NNAXD NN YN 132 DX NYN) 1idD DX WY'l- N N7 Diny

1. What are these items, and why were they written about specifically?
2. What is the connection of these items to the Kiyor?
3. What does the word nixaix mean? And is it the same as 1xax?

How does the xninin answer these questions?
How does w1 answer these questions?
Where does ""wn divert from the Midrash?
Why do you think he does so?
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You find that while the Israelites were making bricks in Egypt, Pharaoh decreed that they were not to sleep at home so that they would not
have relations with their wives. R. Simeon the son of Halafta said: What did the Israelite women do? They would go to the Nile to draw
water, and the Holy One, blessed be He, would fill their jugs with little fishes. They would (sell some), cook and prepare (the fish), and buy
some wine (with the proceeds of the sale), and then bring it to their husbands in the fields, as it is said: In all manner of service in the field
(Exod. 1:14). While the men were eating and drinking, the women would take out their mirrors and glance into them with their husbands.
They would say: “| am more attractive than you,” and the men would reply: “I am more handsome than you.” In that way, they would arouse
their sexual desires and become fruitful and multiply.

It is also written concerning them: And the land was filled with them (Exod. 1:7). That is to say, even while they were suffering hardship,
they increased and multiplied by means of the mirrors in which they preened themselves before their husbands. They aroused their sexual
desires despite the arduous labors they performed. They reared all the hosts that were to depart, as it is said: All the hosts of the Lord went
out from the land of Egypt (ibid. 12:41), and also: The Lord did bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their hosts (ibid.,v. 51).

When the Holy One, blessed be He, told Moses to build the Tabernacle, all the Israelites brought their contributions. Some brought silver,
others brought gold or copper or onyx stones or unset stones. They brought everything eagerly. The women asked themselves: What
contribution can we make to the Sanctuary? They arose, took their mirrors, and brought them to Moses. When Moses saw them, he
became angry with them. He said to the Israelites: Take your canes and beat them on their shoulders. What purpose do these mirrors
serve? The Holy One, blessed be He, called out to Moses: Moses, do you mistreat them because of these? These very mirrors produced
the hosts in Egypt. Take them and make a basin of brass and its base for the priests, that they may sanctify the priests from it, as it is said:
And he made the laver of brass, and base thereof of brass, of the mirrors of the serving women that did service (ibid. 38:8), for they had
produced all the hosts.
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Bronze mirrors preceded the glass mirrors of today. This type of mirror, sometimes termed a copper mirror, has been
found by archaeologists among elite assemblages from various cultures, from Etruscan Italy to Japan. Typically they are
round and rather small, in the West with a handle, in East Asia with a knob to hold at the back, often with a loop for a cord,
or silk tassel.[1] Some were fitted with small stands, and others had a hinged protective cover.[2] In surviving ancient
examples, the surface is too corroded to be reflective, but some bronze mirrors are still made.
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nxaxn nxna OF THE MIRRORS OF THE WOMEN WHO GAVE BIRTH TO HOSTS- The Israelite women possessed mirrors of copper
into which they used to look when they adorned themselves. Even these did not hesitate to bring as a contribution towards the Tabernacle.
Now Moses was about to reject them since they were made to pander to their vanity, but the Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, "Accept
them; these are dearer to Me than all the other contributions because through them the women reared those huge hosts in Egypt!" For
when their husbands were tired through the crushing labor they used to bring them food and drink and induce them to eat. Then they would
take the mirrors, and each gazed at herself in her mirror together with her husband, saying endearingly to him, "See, | am more handsome
than you!" Thus, they awakened their husbands' affection and subsequently became the mothers of many children, as it is said (Song of
Songs 8:5) "I awakened your love under the apple tree" (referring to the fields where the men worked). This is what it refers to when it
states, nxax¥n nixan "the mirrors of the women who reared the hosts (nixax)" (Midrash Tanchuma, Pekudei 9).

And it was for this reason that the laver was made of them (the mirrors) — because it served the purpose of promoting peace between man
and wife, viz., by giving of its waters to be drunk by a woman whose husband had shown himself jealous of her and who nevertheless had
associated with another (cf. Numbers 5) thus affording her an opportunity to prove her innocence (cf. Sotah 15b).

You may know that the nixan mentioned in the text were really mirrors (and that the word does not mean visions, or appearance, etc.), . . .

Ixax WX [THE WOMEN] WHO CAME IN CROWDS - to bring their contribution.
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Seinfeld - Episode 129 - | really like the wig historically. | guess the Revolutionary War was the last war that was fought in wigs, and it
seems that it must have been hard. You know they're going into battle, they think, Well, do | have my bullets? Do | have my bobby pins?
You got to make sure you have everything, so there’s a lot more to worry about: "What if | get killed? Is my wig on straight?

| don't know when the whole wig thing came into style for men... but | know when it went out! When the mirror was invented. No guy is
looking in the mirror, powdering a patch of horsehair on his head going ."All right! Let go rap to the ladies.”
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Rabbi Shimshon R. Hirsch

nxaxn nxna To carry out an idea, in material which is appropriate to that idea, is expressed by -2 nwy. So when here it says
NXA¥N NXINA NYN 32 NXI NN 1i*an Nx Wyl the shape and the nature of the materials out of which the 71'> was made are
designated as being as important as the actual raw material itself for the idea which the 21'> was to symbolize.

It is deeply significant that the vessel of the Sanctuary, which was to represent the moral keeping holy of one's acts and
efforts, the item for o721 o1 wiTz was made out of the women's mirrors. Mirrors are articles that lay stress on the physical
bodily appearance of people being an object of special consideration. By using these mirrors, it was shown that the physical,
sensual side of human beings is not merely not excluded from the sphere that is to be sanctified by the Mikdash, but that it is
the first and most essential object of this sanctification.

After all, at rock bottom, as Man has complete free will in moral matters, it is just this side of human nature that is necessary
to come under the influence of the Mikdash if the sanctification of life which is aimed at is to be achieved. This designation of
the 1" emerges with great significance in the laws of nvio.

The wording nixaixn nixan can even be meant to say that the copper mirrors were not melted down but that the 71> was
made up of the mirrors fitted together almost without any alteration so that it was recognizable that the basin consisted
actually of mirrors. Although, in general, viTa 7> should not be used for n12a nox'7n in an unchanged form, here, an
exception would have been made because of the profound moral idea that would be expressed.

Nehama Leibowitz on Parashat Pekude- "Basin-and-Stand"

Symbolically, the mirrors do not evoke the ftriviality and vanity of their conventional use but the survivalist, life-giving purpose
that they served. The same instinct or impulse that can lead man to perversions, filth, and destruction can also lead him to
creativity, the building of a house, and the nation's continuity. Our sages referred to this idea when they interpreted the double
syllable word used for "heart"-- levav-- instead of the single syllable word--lev-- in the text "you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart (levavekha) to mean "with your two hearts" or impulses: "with the good impulse and the evil impulse."
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