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Hypothesis Overview 
Hypothes.is is a digital annotation tool that operates as a lightweight browser extension. 
The interface can overlay on any web text, including documents stored on Google 
Drive. Hypothes.is allows students to create private annotations for their own reference, 
or to join a group to collaboratively annotate and comment on documents. If you’re 
interested in an alternative to Hypothes.is, in the Spring 2023, NYU licensed Perusall as 
its social annotation tool. 
 
After Hypothes.is is enabled, annotations appear on the screen, with the associated 
passages highlighted in yellow. Clicking on highlighted text opens the annotations 
panel, which allows students to view and respond to their peers’ annotations (see image 
below). Demonstrations of Hypothes.is in action can be found here.  
 

mailto:asteaching@nyu.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EQNTeXp2z8XNl9sM-3rXGatvf9OBKE0Fd5-RMQkOn3c/edit#heading=h.az0bsh1xtntp
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dr95mcgPu8uxdCoWGq1LH4uEEXm7gJ3YjS7hnkJvENc/edit?usp=sharing
https://web.hypothes.is/education/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1EQNTeXp2z8XNl9sM-3rXGatvf9OBKE0Fd5-RMQkOn3c/edit
https://web.hypothes.is/demos/
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Create a Hypothesis Account 
While creating a Hypothesis account isn’t required to publicly annotate a web page, 
these public annotations will be visible to anyone using Hypothesis. If you and your 
students create free Hypothesis accounts, you will be able to limit annotative discussion 
to a group you create for your course. Your students will be prompted to create an 
account when you invite them to join your Hypothesis group (see “Create a Hypothesis 
Group” below). 
 
★​ Create your free Hypothesis account here. 

Create a Hypothesis Group 
To implement Hypothes.is in conjunction with a specific course, instructors can create 
and enroll their students in a Hypothes.is group. The group view in Hypothesis will 
create a repository of annotations on texts. To create a Group: 
 

1.​ Login to your Hypothesis account. 
2.​ Click on “Groups” in the upper right corner of your account home page, then click 

“Create new group” (see image): 

mailto:asteaching@nyu.edu
https://hypothes.is/signup
https://hypothes.is/login
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3.​ Give your group a name (required) and description (optional). 
4.​ Invite your students to join the group by copying and sharing the invitation link 

(see image). They will then be prompted to either login or create a new account.  

 
NOTE: While anyone can leave a group, a group cannot be deleted. Also, you can only 
delete your own comments, not anyone else’s.  

Adding Hypothesis to Browsers 

Option 1: Hypothes.is Chrome Extension 
The Hypothes.is Chrome web browser extension is not necessary to use Hypothes.is; 
however, it simplifies accessing and managing your annotations and groups.  
 
★​ Download the Hypothesis Chrome web browser extension here.  

Option 2: Install the Hypothesis Bookmarklet 
If you prefer to use another browser, such as Safari or Firefox, you can still have the 
convenience of Hypothesis from the top of your web page. 
★​ Here are instructions for downloading the Hypothesis Bookmarklet. 

mailto:asteaching@nyu.edu
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/hypothesis-web-pdf-annota/bjfhmglciegochdpefhhlphglcehbmek
https://web.hypothes.is/help/installing-the-bookmarklet/
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Annotate a Web Page 

Option 1: With the Chrome Extension 
If you’ve installed the Chrome extension (see above) navigate to a webpage and then 
activate Hypothes.is in your browser to start annotating (see image below).  

 
 

Once you’ve opened the Chrome extension, you can choose to view and create 
annotations within one of your private groups. You can also create a new private group 
here (see image below). 

 
 

Option 2: With the Hypothes.is Bookmarklet 
If you’ve installed the Bookmarklet (see Option 2 above), navigate to a webpage and 
click on the Bookmarks tab in your browser and select the Hypothesis Bookmarklet link 
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from the bottom of the pull down menu. Clicking on it will give you the same Hypothesis 
tool overlays described below. 
 

 
 
To make an annotation, highlight some text and choose between highlighting or 
annotating (see image below). 

 
 
Once you’ve chosen to annotate, you can add notes in the margins, including links, 
images, and mathematical notations. At the bottom of the editor, you can choose to post 
the annotation to the group or make it a private note to yourself (see image below).  
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You can also reply directly to the comments of other users, creating short discussion 
threads about a particular passage of the text (see image below). 

 
 
 

Annotate a .pdf in NYU Brightspace 
If you’ve already added the Hypothesis Chrome extension or the Hypothesis 
Bookmarklet, you will need to link to a PDF either in the content area or in an 
Assignment in NYU Brightspace if the annotation activity needs to be graded. 
 

Annotate a .pdf  document in the Content Area 
 

1.​ Select or create the unit you want to add the PDF document to.  
2.​ Click the create new button  

 

mailto:asteaching@nyu.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vna6VpYDkTW6UzxaZ5vptINNTbCMN9FMypQ9vFhy-NM/edit#bookmark=id.sn9shm2t2tof
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vna6VpYDkTW6UzxaZ5vptINNTbCMN9FMypQ9vFhy-NM/edit#bookmark=id.os2mlm90dd19
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vna6VpYDkTW6UzxaZ5vptINNTbCMN9FMypQ9vFhy-NM/edit#bookmark=id.os2mlm90dd19
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3.​ Select 'new html"  

 
 

 
 
 

4.​ Use the insert stuff button to upload the pdf from your computer. Upload the file 
and type a name for the link and Save. (Be sure to make the content visible) 

mailto:asteaching@nyu.edu
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5.​ The file should now appear in the content area as a link. Click on the name and it 

should open in a new tab. Use the Hypothes.is browser extension as you 
normally would.  
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Annotate a .PDF in Brightspace Assignment  
To do so, you would go to edit an existing Brightspace Assignment or create a new 
assignment and give it a name, and apply a point value and due date if applicable. More 
information about the Brightspace Assignments tool can be found here. Then, in the 
instructions box, provide the instructions for this Hypothes.is exercise and click the 
“Insert Stuff” icon. Select “My Computer” and upload the PDF you would like the class to 
annotate. You will be asked to rename the “Link Text” so students will just see the name 
of the reading.  Finally, click Save and Close. 
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To annotate the text, toggle on Student View (click on your name in the upper right 
corner and select “View as Student”) and navigate to the Assignments tool and the 
assignment you just edited or created.  
 
Click on the link to the PDF (A Rose for Emily in the example) and then click on the 
Hypothes.is extension in your browser to start annotating.  

Note: Hypothes.is only works for pdfs with selectable text. Pdf files scanned with 
a copier will not work unless they are converted.  

 

 
 
NOTE: Copyrighted materials should be kept behind NYU login in NYU Brightspace. 
 
The image below shows a pdf attached to an assignment in the NYU Brightspace 
Assignments tool, then opened in the Chrome browser with the Hypothesis extension 
enabled: 

mailto:asteaching@nyu.edu
https://web.hypothes.is/help/how-to-ocr-optimize-pdfs/


 ​ ​ ​ Contact: asteaching@nyu.edu  
Last Updated: 2/09/24 

 
 

 
 
 
This article has ten suggestions on how to create annotation assignments using 
Hypothes.is: 
https://web.hypothes.is/blog/back-to-school-with-annotation-10-ways-to-annotate-with-st
udents/ 

Student Instructions 
 
Here are instructions you can copy and paste into your course site when giving students 
an assignment in Hypothesis. Note that you will need to modify them by adding the 
invite link to the private group you create for your class: 
 
We’ll engage with this article using a social annotation tool, Hypothes.is. Social 
annotation tools allow us to have conversations about texts within a copy of the text and 
root our comments in rich, threaded discussions.   
 
For this assignment, click on this link, <ADD THE INVITE LINK FROM YOUR 
HYPOTHESIS GROUP HERE> to navigate to the Hypothes.is website. You will need to 
create an account in Hypothesis to join the group. Then follow the link below to answer 
the questions for our group discussion. If you have questions about Hypothesis, here is 
a helpful FAQ.  

mailto:asteaching@nyu.edu
https://web.hypothes.is/blog/back-to-school-with-annotation-10-ways-to-annotate-with-students/
https://web.hypothes.is/blog/back-to-school-with-annotation-10-ways-to-annotate-with-students/
https://web.hypothes.is/help-categories/faq/
https://web.hypothes.is/help-categories/faq/
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