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“Seattle Neighborhood Greenv;ays

Recommendations for the SDOT Healthy Streets Program

Street Standards for Routes

All Healthy Streets should adhere to NACTO standards for bicycle boulevards, at minimum.

1. Routes should be planned with a continuous, logical, and direct route along low-traffic
streets with minimal incline that closely follow a desired line for bicycle travel and allows
direct access to commercial districts, schools, and other community destinations. Routes
should not divert more than 20-25% from the most direct path.

a.

Routes should be signed with redundant and varied wayfindinging including signs
on every block and paint on the ground. Turns should be notified well before the
turn and then again at the turn.

Signage should be clear, visible, eye-catching, and not obstructed by cars,
vegetation, or other. It should be easy to follow, even for non-english readers.
Wayfinding should include regular signs that indicate connections to other bike
routes, transit hubs, and community destinations, as well as signage to the Healthy
Street from arterial streets and major destinations.

2. Streets designed to be safe and comfortable for people walking, rolling and biking. This
includes road and sidewalk surfaces that are high-quality and well-maintained, and high
visibility with adequate lighting, including removing parking that obstructs views,
especially at turns.

a.

Speed management that slows motor vehicles to 15 mph strict target of an 85th
percentile speed of no more than 15 mph
The 85th percentile speed is the speed at or below which 85 percent of the drivers
will operate with open roads and favorable conditions. The assumption underlying
the 85th percentile speed is that most drivers will operate their vehicle at speeds
they perceive to be safe. Speed limits set above or below the 85th percentile speed
will create unsafe conditions due to speed differential as some driver adhere
strictly to the law while others drive the naturally-induced speed.

i.  Speed humps or cushions with a parabolic curve, or raised crosswalks

ii.  Strategically narrowing the street using curb extensions or bulb-outs,

chicanes

Volume management that reduces motor vehicle volumes to strict targets of fewer
than 1,000 motor vehicles per day.


https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/bicycle-boulevards/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bz2eNR5tNmAFrffUREskjzLpKinTjoE9/view?usp=sharing

i.  Carsshould be actively diverted off of greenway streets. Make it hard for
people to drive through by creating diverters and cul-de-sacs. Barriers for
vehicle traffic that allow people walking, rolling and biking to continue
through include forced turns at intersections, channelized right-in/right-out
islands, partial closures for one direction of traffic at intersections, diagonal
diverters at four-way minor intersections, or full diverters that prohibit
vehicle traffic entirely and create two cul-de-sac street ends.

3. Street Crossings

a. Greenway intersections should prioritize greenway traffic by default (e.g. stop
signs for cross traffic). Where that is not possible, signals with buttons both at
sidewalk and at “bike level” should exist. Paint and other wayfinding markings (both
for people in cars and people on foot/wheelchair/bike) should make it obvious that
it's a greenway intersection, for people both crossing the greenway or traveling
alongiit.

b. Street crossings of minor streets should cause minimal delay to people on bikes.

i.  Stopsigns that stop cross traffic or traffic circles

ii.  For places where the bike route turns, include four-way stop signs or stops
for the non-greenway as well as clear and safe navigation

c. Street crossings of major streets should be safe and convenient for people on bikes.

i.  Unsignalized intersections should have curb bulbs with a bicycle forward
stop bar to decrease crossing distance and improve visibility for people
crossing, and intersection crossing markings or flashing beacons. The cross
street should include advance warning signs for drivers that they are about
to cross a bike / pedestrian route.

ii.  Busy arterial crossings should be signalized. All signalized intersections
should include bicycle and pedestrian signal detection and actuation to
reduce delay at non-peak times, and bike boxes to increase visibility and
efficiency.

iii.  Signs that prohibit vehicle through-traffic along the bicycle route and
diverters that deter it.
4. Green infrastructure that enhances the environment
a. Functional (stormwater drainage, tree canopy, heat retention, etc.)
b. Creating apleasant place to be (greenery, etc.)
c. Artand placemaking elements, opportunities to create places for people that fulfill
community needs


https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdot_photos/49872260401/in/album-72157714221075078/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdot_photos/49872260401/in/album-72157714221075078/
https://www.google.com/maps/@47.6444765,-122.3207447,3a,75y,292.97h,80t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1s1vCrEasloiaANhMY98z0aA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3D1vCrEasloiaANhMY98z0aA%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D218.44394%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@47.5983531,-122.3137034,3a,75y,94.64h,81.66t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s_TRpyXwpnflmiTyZk3JPQw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@47.5983531,-122.3137034,3a,75y,94.64h,81.66t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s_TRpyXwpnflmiTyZk3JPQw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@47.5818524,-122.3146651,3a,75y,215.03h,77.2t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1szRGcF3JzKe3e0MOi-rTwJA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DzRGcF3JzKe3e0MOi-rTwJA%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D5.2965913%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@47.5405478,-122.2753684,3a,75y,345.47h,78.27t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sNm8LaxENBlE_8totXhSo6w!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@47.5405478,-122.2753684,3a,75y,345.47h,78.27t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sNm8LaxENBlE_8totXhSo6w!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
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