
Here is the consonant inventory. The use of parentheses indicates allophonic variants.

Labial Dental Alveolar Post-
alveolar

Palatal Velar Glottal

Nasal m (m̩) n (n̩) (ɲ) (ŋ)

Plosive Fortis p (pʰ) t (tʰ) c (cʰ) k (kʰ) (ʔ)

Lenis b d ɟ g

Affricate Fortis (cç)

Lenis (ɟʝ)

Fricative Fortis f θ s (ç) (x)

Lenis v ð z

Approximant Fortis (ʍ)

Lenis (ɹ̠ʷ) j w h

Trill Fortis (r̥)

Lenis r (r̩)

Lateral Fortis (ɬ) (ʎ)

Lenis l (l̩)
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Here is the vowel inventory. The use of parentheses indicates allophonic variants.

Front Central Back

unrounded rounded

short long short long short long short long

Close (i) iː yː ɯː/uː

Near-close ɪ ʏ ω/ʊ

Close-mid eː øː ɤː/oː

Open-mid ɛ œ ʌ/ɔ

Near-open (æ) æː (ɐ)

Open a (aː) ɑ/ɒ ɑː/ɒː

Here is the diphthong inventory.

Front Back

Open-mid ɛi̯ œy̯ ʌɯ̯/ɔu̯

Open ai̯ ɑɯ̯/ɒu̯
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Here is the alphabet.

Majuscule forms (also called uppercase or capital letters)

A Ā B C Ċ D Ð Æ Ǣ E Ē F G Ġ H I Ī J L M N O Ō Œ Œ̄ P R S T Þ U Ū V W Y Ȳ Z

Minuscule forms (also called lowercase or small letters)

a ā b c ċ d ð æ ǣ e ē f g ġ h i ī j l m n o ō œ œ̄ p r s t þ u ū v w y ȳ z

Here are the letters with each of their corresponding phonemes.

IPA transcription Description and notes

a /ɑ/, allophone [ɐ] [ɐ] occurs in unstressed positions.

ā /ɒː/ From open syllable lengthening of /ɑ/.

b /b/

c /k/, allophone [kʰ] [kʰ] occurs in stressed positions.

ċ /c/ From palatalization of PWGmc /k/.

d /d/

ð /ð/

æ /a/, allophone /æ/ From a-fronting of PWGmc /ɑ/.

ǣ /æː/, allophone /aː/ From a-fronting of /ɑː/ and open syllable lengthening of /a/, /æ/.

e /ɛ/

ē /eː/ From open syllable lengthening of /e/ and /i/.
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f /f/

g /g/ From PWGmc /ɣ/.

ġ /ɟ/ From palatalization of PWGmc /ɣ/.

h /x/, allophone [h] [h] occurs in word-initial positions.

i /ɪ/, allophone [i] Tense allophone of /ɪ/.

í [i] Tense allophone of /ɪ/.

ī /iː/ From /eː/ and open syllable lengthening of /i/.

j /j/, allophone [ɥ] [ɥ] occurs with rounded vowels.

l /l/, allophones [ɫ], [l̥] [ɫ] occurs in coda position. [l̥] occurs before voiceless plosives.

m /m/, allophone [ɱ] [ɱ] occurs before /f/ and /v/.

n /n/, allophones [ŋ], [ɲ] [ŋ] occurs before velar consonants. [ɲ] occurs before palatal

o /ʌ/ or /ɔ/ From a-umlaut of PGmc /u/.

ō /ɤː/ or /oː/ From open syllable lengthening of /o/ and /u/.

œ /œ/ From u-umlaut of PGmc /e/ and i-umlaut of PWGmc /o/.

œ̄ /øː/ From open syllable lengthening of /ø/ and /y/.

p /p/, allophone [pʰ] [pʰ] occurs in stressed positions.



r /r/, allophone [ɹ] [ɹ] occurs with fricatives.

s /s/

t /t/, allophone [tʰ] [tʰ] occurs in stressed positions.

þ /þ/

u /ω/ /ʊ̜/ /ɯ̽/ or /ʊ/

ū /ɯː/ or /uː/ From PGmc /ɔː/.

v /v/ Intervocalic and word-final voiced allophone of /f/

w /ɰ/, allophone /w/ /w/ occurs with rounded vowels.

y /ʏ/ From i-umlaut of PGmc /u/.

ȳ /yː/ From i-umlaut of PGmc /ɔː/.

z /z/ Intervocalic and word-final voiced allophone of /s/.

Doubled consonants are geminated; geminated fricatives are voiceless (but a dialectal exception exists).



Here are the digraphs and trigraphs with each of their corresponding phonemes.

IPA transcription Description and notes

au [ɑɯ̯] or [ɒu̯] From merging and breaking of PGmc /u:/ and /eu̯/.

cn [kʰn] From PGmc /kn/.

cw [kʰɰ], [kʰw] From PGmc /kʷ/.

ċċġ [cːç] From PGmc /kj/, PWGmc /kkj/.

dw [dɰ], [dw] From PGmc /dw/.

æi [ai̯] From breaking of PGmc /i:/.

ei [ɛi̯] From PGmc /ɑi̯/.

ġġċ [ɟːʝ] From PGmc /ɣj/, PWGmc /ggj/.

hh [xː] From PGmc /xj/, PGmc /xʷ/, PWGmc /xxj/, PWGmc /xxʷ/.

hl [ɬ] Voiceless allophone of /l/. From PGmc /xl/.

hr [r̥] Voiceless allophone of /r/. From PGmc /xr/.

hs [ks] [ks] is the standard realization of <hs>.

hw [hɰ], [hw], [ʍ] Voiceless allophone of /w/ or labialized /h/. From PGmc /xʷ/.

lċġ [lcç] From PGmc <-lkij->.

lġċ [lɟʝ] From PGmc <-lgij->.
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lw [lɰ], [ɫw] From PGmc <-lw->.

nc [ŋk]

nċġ [ɲcç] From PGmc <-nkij->.

ng [ŋg]

nġċ [ɲɟʝ] From PGmc <-ngij->.

ou [ʌɯ̯] or [ɔu̯] From PGmc /ɑu̯/.

œy [œy̯] From i-umlaut of PGmc /ɑu̯/.

rċġ [rcç] From PGmc <-rkij->.

rġċ [rɟʝ] From PGmc <-rgij->.

rj [rj] From PGmc <-rj->.

rw [rɰ], [rw] From PGmc <-rw->.

sc [sk], allophone [skʰ] [skʰ] occurs in stressed positions.

sw [sɰ], [sw]

tw [tʰɰ], [tʰw] From PGmc /tw/.

þw [θɰ], [θw] From PGmc /þw/.

wr [ɹ̠ʷ] Labialized allophone of /r/. From PGmc /wr/.



Here are the dialectal letters, digraphs, and trigraphs with each of their corresponding phonemes.

IPA transcription Description and notes

au [ɑɯ̯] or [ɒu̯] Occurs dialectally in place of standard <ou>.

ċċ, ċċj [cː] or [çː], [tːʃ] Occurs dialectally in place of [tːʃ].

æi [ai̯] or [æi̯] Occurs dialectally in place of standard <œy>.

ġġ, ġġj [ɟː] or [ʝː], [dːʒ] Occurs dialectally in place of [dːʒ].

ᵹ/ǥ [ɣ] Occurs dialectally and is not used in the standard.

lċ, lċj [lc], [ltʃ] Replaces <lċġ> in dialects that have <ċċ> or <ċċj>.

lġ, lġj [lɟ], [ldʒ] Replaces <lġċ> in dialects that have <ġġ> or <ġġj>.

nċ, nċj [ɲc], [ntʃ] Replaces <nċġ> in dialects that have <ċċ> or <ċċj>.

nġ, nġj [ɲɟ], [ndʒ] Replaces <nġċ> in dialects that have <ġġ> or <ġġj>.

ou [ʌɯ̯] or [ɔu̯] Occurs dialectally in place of standard <au>.

œy [œy̯] Occurs dialectally in place of standard <æi>.

rċ, rċj [rc], [rtʃ] Replaces <rċġ> in dialects that have <ċċ> or <ċċj>.

rġ, rġj [rɟ], [rdʒ] Replaces <rġċ> in dialects that have <ġġ> or <ġġj>.

sċ, sċj [sc], [scç] Occurs in dialects that have <ċċ>, <ġġ> or <ċċj>, <ġġj>.

ɥ [ɥ] Not used in the standard, but used in certain dialects for /ɥ/.
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