Here is the consonant inventory. The use of parentheses indicates allophonic variants.

Labial Dental | Alveolar | Post- Palatal Velar Glottal
alveolar
Nasal m (m) n(n) n) (n)
Plosive Fortis | p (ph) t (th) c(ch) k (kM) (?)
Lenis b d ] g
Affricate Fortis (cc)
Lenis (4d)
Fricative Fortis f ¢] s (¢) (x)
Lenis v o} z
Approximant | Fortis (m)
Lenis () j w h
Trill Fortis (r)
Lenis r(r)
Lateral Fortis 1) (A)

Lenis

()
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Here is the vowel inventory. The use of parentheses indicates allophonic variants.

Front Central Back
unrounded rounded
short long short long short long short long
Close (i) i y w:/u
Near-close I Y w/v
Close-mid e a: ¥:/o:
Open-mid € (o2] Ykeo)
Near-open (22) & (e)
Open a (a) a/o a:./o:
Here is the diphthong inventory.
Front Back
Open-mid el oey AW/ou
Open ai aw/oy
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Here is the alphabet.

Majuscule forms (also called uppercase or capital letters)

GH|[I|T|JILIMNO|OCEEP R|S|T|P/UUVWY|Y

m
n
(0]

A/A/B|C/C DD A AE

Minuscule forms (also called lowercase or small letters)

alalbc|¢c d|dexeexleé|figlgh|liT|jImnloodleelep|ris|t plul|viwl|y

<

Here are the letters with each of their corresponding phonemes.

IPA transcription Description and notes
a /al, allophone [e] [e] occurs in unstressed positions.
a /o:/ From open syllable lengthening of /a/.
b /bl
c /k/, allophone [kh] [kh] occurs in stressed positions.
¢ [cl From palatalization of PWGmc /k/.
d d/
(o] 6/
& /al, allophone /ee/ From a-fronting of PWGmc /a/.
E=) /ae:/, allophone /a:/ From a-fronting of /a:/ and open syllable lengthening of /a/, /ze/.
e [l
é le:/ From open syllable lengthening of /e/ and /i/.
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f Ifl

g g/ From PWGmc /yl/.

g i From palatalization of PWGmc /y/.

h /x/, allophone [h] [h] occurs in word-initial positions.

i /1/, allophone [i] Tense allophone of /1/.

i [i] Tense allophone of /1/.

T fi:l From /e:/ and open syllable lengthening of /i/.

J /jl, allophone [y] [y] occurs with rounded vowels.

1 I/, allophones [1], [I] [t] occurs in coda position. [|] occurs before voiceless plosives.
m /m/, allophone [m] [m] occurs before /f/ and /v/.

n /n/, allophones [n], [n] |[n] occurs before velar consonants. [n] occurs before palatal
o IN or [of From a-umlaut of PGmc /ul/.

o ¥/ orlo:/ From open syllable lengthening of /o/ and /u/.

(o] e/ From u-umlaut of PGmc /e/ and i-umlaut of PWGmc /o/.

@ ¥ From open syllable lengthening of /@/ and /y/.

/p/, allophone [ph]

[ph] occurs in stressed positions.




r /r/, allophone [1] [4] occurs with fricatives.

s Is/

t /t/, allophone [th] [th] occurs in stressed positions.

b p/

u fw/ Rl Il or fu/

a fwi/ or fu:/ From PGmc /o:/.

v A% Intervocalic and word-final voiced allophone of /f/
w /w/, allophone /w/ /w/ occurs with rounded vowels.

y I/ From i-umlaut of PGmc /u/.

y ly:/ From i-umlaut of PGmc /o:/.

z z] Intervocalic and word-final voiced allophone of /s/.

Doubled consonants are geminated; geminated fricatives are voiceless (but a dialectal exception exists).




Here are the digraphs and trigraphs with each of their corresponding phonemes.

au

cn

cw

¢écg

dw

ei

gg¢

hh

]

hr

hs

hw

16§

1§¢

IPA transcription

[aw] or [py]

[k"n]

[khw], [k"w]

[ci¢]

[dw], [dw]

[ai]

[el]

3:d]

(x]

(4]

1]

[ks]

[hwl, [hw], [m]

[l

(4]

Description and notes

From merging and breaking of PGmc /u:/ and /eul/.

From PGmc /kn/.

From PGmc /kw/.

From PGmc /kj/, PWGmc /Kkj/.

From PGmc /dw/.

From breaking of PGmc /i:/.

From PGmc /aj/.

From PGmc /yj/, PWGmc /ggj/.

From PGmc /xj/, PGmc /xw/, PWGmc /xxj/, PWGmc /xxw/.

Voiceless allophone of /I/. From PGmc /xI/.

Voiceless allophone of /r/. From PGmc /xr/.

[ks] is the standard realization of <hs>.

Voiceless allophone of /w/ or labialized /h/. From PGmc /xw/.

From PGmc <-lkij->.

From PGmc <-lgjj->.
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Iw [lw], [tw] From PGmc <-lw->.

nc [Nk
nég [nce] From PGmc <-nkij->.

ng [ngl
ngé [nyd] From PGmc <-ngij->.

ou [Aw] or [ou] From PGmc /au/.

ey [cey] From i-umlaut of PGmc /au/.
rcg [ree] From PGmc <-rkij->.
rgcé [rid] From PGmc <-rgij->.

r [ri] From PGmc <-rj->.

rw [rwy], [rw] From PGmc <-rw->.

sc [sk], allophone [skh] [skh] occurs in stressed positions.
sw [swl, [sw]

tw [thwy], [thw] From PGmc /tw/.

pbw [Bw], [6w] From PGmc /pw/.

wr [aw] Labialized allophone of /r/. From PGmc /wr/.




Here are the dialectal letters, digraphs, and trigraphs with each of their corresponding phonemes.

au

¢¢, ¢¢j

99, 99j

39

1é, 1G]

lg, 1gj

né, néj

ng, ngj

ou

ey

rc, réj

rg, rgj

SC, s¢j

IPA transcription

[aw] or [py]

[cTor[¢] [tN

[ai] or [ee]]

] or ], [d:3]

[v]

[lc], [it]

], [1d3]

[nc], [ntf]

4], [nd3]

[aw] or [oy]

[cey]

[rc], [rtf]

[ry], [rd3]

[sc, [sce]

[u]

Description and notes

Occurs dialectally in place of standard <ou>.

Occurs dialectally in place of [t:].

Ocecurs dialectally in place of standard <cey>.

Occurs dialectally in place of [d:3].

Ocecurs dialectally and is not used in the standard.

Replaces </¢g> in dialects that have <¢¢> or <¢éj>.

Replaces </gc¢> in dialects that have <gg> or <gg/>.

Replaces <nc¢g> in dialects that have <¢¢> or <¢¢j>.

Replaces <ngc¢> in dialects that have <gg> or <ggj>.

Occurs dialectally in place of standard <au>.

Ocecurs dialectally in place of standard <aei>.

Replaces <r¢g> in dialects that have <¢¢> or <¢¢j>.

Replaces <rgc¢> in dialects that have <gg> or <gg,>.

Occurs in dialects that have <¢¢>, <gg> or <¢ééj>, <ggj>.

Not used in the standard, but used in certain dialects for /y/.
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