Conference Justification Letter
[Date]
[Manager's Name]
[Manager's Title]
[Department/University Name]

[Address]

Dear [Manager's Name],

Request to Attend NASAGA 2025 International Conference

| am writing to request approval to attend the 2025 North American Simulation and
Gaming Association (NASAGA) International Conference, which will take place at Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio from October 15-18, 2025. This conference represents an
exceptional professional development opportunity that directly aligns with our
department's commitment to innovative teaching and training methodologies.

Conference Overview

The NASAGA conference brings together educators, trainers, instructional designers,
and learning professionals from around the world who specialize in utilizing games,
simulations, and experiential learning techniques to enhance educational outcomes.
Based on previous years' programming, the conference offers a comprehensive mix of
hands-on workshops, research presentations, and networking opportunities with thought
leaders in the field.

Benefits to Our Department

Attending this conference will provide immediate and long-term benefits to our
department in the following ways:

1. Innovative Teaching Strategies: | will gain exposure to cutting-edge
approaches for incorporating gamification, simulation, and experiential activities
into our curriculum, which can enhance student engagement and learning
outcomes.

2. Truly Multidisciplinary Environment: NASAGA uniquely brings together
academics from universities and programs across the country and internationally,



as well as professionals from corporate, government, healthcare, and nonprofit
training sectors. This diverse mix offers perspectives and approaches we
wouldn't encounter at solely academic conferences.

Intimate Conference Experience: Unlike larger conferences where networking
can be challenging, NASAGA's relatively small size (typically 150-200 attendees)
allows for meaningful connections with nearly all participants. This intimate
setting ensures deeper engagement with both the content and colleagues
throughout the daily sessions and evening activities, without the distractions that
often occur at conferences in larger cities.

. Interdisciplinary Collaboration: The conference attracts professionals from

diverse fields, offering opportunities to explore cross-disciplinary applications and
partnerships that could strengthen our program offerings.

Technology Integration: Sessions on artificial intelligence in educational gaming
will provide insights on how we can effectively incorporate these emerging
technologies into our teaching practices.

Professional Networking: Connecting with other professionals in the field will
create opportunities for potential research collaborations, speaking
engagements, and resource sharing.

Specific Sessions of Interest

Based on previous conference programs, | plan to attend sessions focused on:

1.

Facilitating Effective Debriefings - Learning advanced techniques to maximize
the learning impact of simulations and games through structured reflection

. Al Applications in Educational Gaming - Exploring how artificial intelligence

can enhance simulations and create more responsive learning environments

Interprofessional Collaboration Through Gaming - Discovering methods to
foster teamwork and communication across disciplines

Research Methodologies in Simulation Effectiveness - Understanding current
research approaches and findings to better evaluate our own training initiatives

Improvisational Techniques in Training - Developing skills in spontaneous
facilitation to create more dynamic learning environments

Knowledge Transfer Plan

| commit to sharing the knowledge gained with our department through:



1. A comprehensive post-conference report highlighting key takeaways and
applications

2. A workshop for faculty members demonstrating 2-3 innovative techniques
learned

3. Implementation of new methodologies in my courses, with documentation of
outcomes for potential department-wide adoption

Expenses Breakdown

Expense Category Estimated
Cost
Registration Fee $[Amount]
Airfare/Travel $[Amount]
Accommodation (3 nights) $[Amount]
Meals (not included in $[Amount]

registration)

Ground Transportation $[Amount]
Total Estimated Cost $[Total
Amount]

Return on Investment

The knowledge, skills, and connections gained from this conference will directly
enhance our department's teaching effectiveness, student engagement, and potential
for external collaborations. The innovative techniques | will learn can be immediately
applied to our current courses and integrated into our long-term curriculum
development.

| appreciate your consideration of this professional development opportunity. I'm
confident that my attendance will yield valuable benefits for our entire department and
contribute to our ongoing commitment to excellence in teaching and training.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]

[Your Title]



[Your Email]

[Your Phone Number]



