D.H. LAWRENCE
THE SUN
(excerpt)

The end of February was suddenly very hot.
Almond blossom was falling like pink snow, in the
touch of the smallest breeze. The mauve, silky little
anemones were out, the asphodels tall in bud, and the
sea was cornflower blue.

Juliet had ceased to trouble about anything. Now,
most of the day, she and the child were naked in the
sun, and it was all she wanted. Sometimes she went
down to the sea to bathe: often she wandered in the
gullies where the sun shone in, and she went out of
sight. Sometimes she saw a peasant with an ass, and he
saw her. But she went so simply and quietly with her
child; and the fame of the sun's healing power, for the
soul as well as for the body, had already spread among
the people; so there was no excitement.

The child and she were now both tanned with a
rosy-golden tan all over. “I am another being!” she said
to herself as she looked at her red-gold breasts and
thighs.

The child, too, was another creature, with a peculiar
quiet, sun-darkened absorption. Now he played by
himself in silence, and she hardly need notice him. He
seemed no longer to know when he was alone.

There was a breeze, and the sea was ultramarine.
She sat by the great silver paw of the cypress tree,
drowsed in the sun, but her breasts alert, full of sap.
She was aware that an activity was rousing was
rousing in her, an activity which would carry her into a
new way of life. Still she did not want to be aware. She
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KOHGII (beBpaJm HCOXHNIAAHHO OKasaJICd O4YCHb
JKapKHM. Ot wmaneiimero AYHOBCHUA LBCT MUHAAJIA

omajai, CIOBHO pO30BbIM CcHer. Pacmycrunuch
MaJleHbKHe PO30BaTO-JINJIOBbIE MIETKOBUCTHIE
AHEMOHBI, BBICOKO, BCe B OyTOHaX, MOJHSINCH

achomeny; MOpe OTIMBAIO BACHIHLKOBOW CHHEBOM.

JIxynbeTTa mepecrana BONHOBATbCsA O 4€M OBI TO
HU Obuio. Temeps oHM ¢ PeOEHKOM IMMOYTH BECh JCHB
MIPOBOAMJIM HA COJHLE, M 3TO ObUIO BCE, 4ero e
XoTenoch. MHOTHa oOHa cmoyckamach K MOPIO U
Kynajach, 4acTo Oponwia B JIOHMIMHAX, IPOHU3aHHBIX
COJIHLIEM, BJIAJIU OT JIIOACKHX IM1a3. iHoraa oHa Buena
KpPECThSHUHA C OCJIOM, U OH Buzeu e€. Ho oHa muia ¢
peb6EHKOM Tak CBOOOTHO M MPOCTO, Ja M ClaBa O
LIEUTENBHON CHJIE COJHIA — U JUIA TeNa, U s TyIIu
— YK€ pa3Hecnach IO OKpyre, M IOTOMY BCTpeuya He
BBI3bIBAJIa BOJHEHUI.

Oba, nu oHa, W peOEHOK, MOKPBUIUCH TEMephb
30JI0TUCTO-PO30BBIM 3arapoM C TOJIOBBI [0 IISIT.

— Sl crama mpyruM YerloBEKOM, — TOBOpHJIA OHA
cebe, TIsAAs Ha CBOIO 30JOTHCTO-PYMSIHYIO Tpydb U
0€mpa.

PeGEéHok TOXXE cTam ApYyrMM  CYIIECTBOM,
OTMEUYECHHBIM KaKOH-TO 0co0OM, THXOH, TPOMOPEHHON
COJHIIEM COCpENOTOYEHHOCThIO0. Temepp OH THXO
urpajl OouH, U €il MOYTH He MPUXOJUIOCH CIEIUTh 3a
HuM. Kak Oyaro oH Jake W HEe 3amedan, Korjaa
OCTaBaJICS OIMH.

1. I. IOVPEHC
COJIHLIE

(ompwiok)
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Konern ¢eBpanst Bblgasicsi HEOXHIAHHO 3HOMHBIM.
IIBeTel MUHIANS — CTOWT JINIIb CJIETKA TyHYTh BETPY
— CBIMAJM Ha 3E€MJII0 PO30BBIM CHEIrOM; JIMJIOBEIH
MEJKHE IIETKOBUCTBIE BETPEHUIIBI, IIBIIIHO IBEN
3JIaTOOK, MOPE CTAJIO BACUIBKOBBIM. ..

JLKynbeTTy Tenepb HUYTO HE TPEeBOXKWIIO. LlensiMu
JTHSAMH BaJIUINCh OHM C CHIHOM Ha NpUNEKe, U OHa
Obuta BHoiHe cyacTiuBa. Kynmanuce B Mope, Opoaunu
IO JIOIIMHAM, KyJIa 3aIVIAIbIBAJIO OJHO TOIBKO COJIHIIE.
BnopoueM, mnopoil oOHa 3amedania KpECTbSHUHA C
OCJIMKOM, M TOT Toxe Buaen e€. Ho BcTpeum 3tn
HUKOTO HE CMyIIAQJId: MECTHble ObUIM  yXe
HACJIPIIIAHBl O I1eNeOHOM JIeHCTBHM COJHIIA Ha
qyKeCTpaHKy, la ¥ IIJIa OHAa TaK MOKOMHO M MpOCTO,
BeZs 32 PYKy CHIHA.

O6a oHM MOKPHUIMCH TycThIM 3arapom. «Kak s
U3MEHWIACh...» — JyMaja OHa, pa3lIsAbIBas CBOU
30JI0THCTBIE, C KPACHOBATHIM OTIMBOM HOTH, IPYIb.
PeO&HOK TOXKE CTalm COBCEM JIPYTUM — OOJHTHIN
POBHOM, CIIOKOWHOW CMYIJIOTOHM, OH 000COOMJICS, HE
népran e€, kak mpexzae. TUXOHBKO Urpaj caM 1o cede
U COBCEM HE TATOTHIICS] OMHOYECTBOM.

...Jdyn BeTepok, sfipKko cuHeno Mope. PazHeXuBIINCH
Ha JXape OHa JApeMaja MOA MOTYYHM CepeOpHCTHIM
KHITapHCOM, JINIIb FPYAH €€ CMOTPENN JKUBO U OCTPO.
Ona yXe THOHMMana, TO BHYTPH He€ 3peeT cuia,
TaKasi, 4YTO IEPEBEPHET BCIO €€ KU3Hb, — U HE XOTela
3TOro MoHUMaTh. V0O CIHMILKOM XOpOIIO 3Haja, Kak




knew well enough the wvast cold apparatus of
civilisation, so difficult to evade.

The child had gone a few yards down the rocky
path, round the great sprawling of a cactus. She had
seen him, a real gold-brown infant of the winds, with
burnt gold hair and red cheeks, collecting the speckled
pitcher-flowers and laying them in rows. He could
balance now, and was quick for his own emergencies,
like an absorbed young animal, young animal playing
silent.

Suddenly she heard him speaking: “Look, Mummy!
Mummy, look!” A note in his bird-like voice made her
lean forward sharply.

Her heart stood still. He was looking over his naked
little shoulder at her, and pointing with a loose little
hand at a snake which had reared itself up a yard away
from him, and was opening its mouth so that its forked
tongue flickered black like a shadow, uttering a short
hiss.

“Look, Mummy!”

“Yes, darling, it’s a snake!” came the slow, deep
voice.

He looked at her, his wide blue eyes uncertain
whether to be afraid or not. Some stillness of the sun in
her reassured him.

“Snake!” he chirped.

“Yes, darling! Don’t touch it, it can bite.”

The snake had sunk down, and was reaching away
from the coils in which it had been basking asleep, and
slowly was easing its long, gold-brown body into the
rocks, with slow curves. The boy turned and watched it
in silence. Then he said:

“Snake going!”

“Yes! Let it go. It likes to be alone.”

He still watched the slow, easing length as the
creature drew itself apathetic out of sight.

He Ob10 HM Maneiimero BeTepka, MOpe OTIIUBAJIO
yasTpamapuHoM. Ona  cugena 'y OTPOMHOM
cepeOpHCTOl Jlambl KUIIapuca, pa3oMjIeB OT COJHIA,
HOr €€ uyTKas Tpyab >Kuia, Hajautas cokoM. OH
HayMHajda T[OHMMarh, YTO B HEH mpolyxkraercs
SHEeprus, Kotopas npuBener e€ K HoBou xu3Hu. U Bcé
XK€ OHa He XOTeJia MOHUMaTh. CIIMIIKOM XOpOIIo 3Haa
OHA OTPOMHBIN XOJIOJHBIM MEXaHU3M LIUBUIIU3ALUH, OT
KOTOPOIO TaK TPYIHO CIIACTHUCh.

OOOTHYB  OTPOMHBI  PACKUAWCTBIA  KaKTyC,
peb6EHOK MPOMIEN HECKOJIBKO SAPAOB MO KaMEHHCTOM
tporike. OnHa  Bujaena, Kak OH, TIOUCTHHE

30JI0TUCTO-KOPUYHEBOE TUTSI BETPOB, C BHITOPEBIIUMHU
30JI0TBIMM BOJIOCAMM WU PYMSIHBIMM INEYKAMH, PBaj
Kparmyarble MYXOJIOBKHM, VKIaAblBasg WX PSIKAMU.
Ceiiuac OH ABHUTaJCS YBEPEHHO W OBICTPO CITPABIISICS
CO CBOMMM TPYOHOCTSIMH, TOYHO MOJOAOH 3BEPEK
MOTIOMIEHHBIN OE3MOJIBHOM UTPOIA.

Brpyr oHa ycnblmana, Kak OH MO3BaJI:

— IMocmotpu, Mamouka! Mamouka, mocMoTpH!

Kakas-To HOTKa B ero mebeuymeM ToJoce
3acTaBmiIa €€ pe3Ko MOAaThbCs BOEPET.

VY Heé 3amepno cepaue. OH cMOTpen Ha He€ uepe3
cBO¢ OOHaXEHHOE TIIIEYUKO M MITKOM pydKOH
MOKa3bIBaJl Ha 3MEI0, KOTOPAasl C IIUIEHbEM MOIHSIACH
B spJie OT HETO, M3TOTOBISISICH K OPOCKY, B PACKPBITON
MMacTy, CJIOBHO TEHb, MOApPAruBaj MATKUN YEPHBIN
pa3ABOEHHBIN S3bIK.

— [Nocmotpu, mamouka!

— Jla, MWIBIA, 3TO
MEJUICHHBIN, TPYAHOM T0JIOC.

OH cMoTpen Ha He€ UIMPOKO OTKPHITHIMU
roMyObIMH TJIa3aMH, HE YyBEpEHHBIH, HAMO0 OO0ATHCA
3Meu WK HeT. JlapoBaHHOE €M CONHIIEM CIOKOMCTBUE
YCTIOKOUJIO U €TO.

— 3Mest! — npolebeTal oH.

3Mesl, pasmanca  e€

3acacelBaeT 0Oe3KaloCTHas, BCEOXBATHAs MalllHA
TOPOJICKOM CYETBI, M HE Ha/leAIach YCKOJIb3HYTh.

PeGEHOK Tymsim MO KAaMEHHUCTOHW TPOTKE, MEXK
KakTycoBbIX 3apociieil. CpelBal H  yKIajblBal
paakamMu  TECTpble  HAaCEKOMOSJHBIE  IBETBl —
PYMSIHBIH, 30J0THCTO-CMYTJIBIH, C BBITOPEBLINMHU
BOJIOCAMH, HACTOSIIEE TUTS MPUPOALL. Tenepb oH OBLT
TBEpKE HA HOTY M, IIO-3BEPSIYBHM YBIIEKAsCh CBOEH
MOJTYAJIMBOW UT'POHL, JTOBKO B30Hpacs, Kyaa XoTell.

— Mawma, mama, cMoTiIM! — BAPYT KPHKHYJ OH, H
4TO-TO B €ro 3aJMBUCTOM TIOJIOCE 3aCTaBWIO €€
MI'HOBEHHO BCKOYMTb.

Cepaue 3aMepio: OH cMOTpen Ha He€ depes3 rojoe
IJIEYUKO U, YyTh ITOBOJS PYKOM, yKa3bIBajl HA 3MEIO. ..
Ta ¢ TMXMM IIMIOM TOAHMMANach B JIBYX Ilarax, B

MPUOTKPBITON  TacTh  YEPHOW  TEHBIO  APOXKAI
Pa3IBOCHHBIN THOKUH SI3BITOK.
— Cmotnu!

— Buxy, ManeHbKui, 3T0 3Mesl, — MEAJIEHHO U TITyXO
MPOU3HECIA OHA.

B ero orpoMHBIX TONYyOBIX IJIa3aX MEJIBKHYJIO
comHeHue: 5To crpamHo?.. Ho or marepu, kak oT
COJIHLIA, MCXOIOWJI POBHBIA, TEIUIBIA MOKOM, U CTpax
OTCTYIIHIL.

— 3mest!.. — MOBTOPHMII OH 3BOHKO.

— He Tporaii e€, MageHbKUA, a TO YKYCHT.

3Mest HBIpHYyJIa TOJOBOH M, HECIEIIHO pa3MaThiBas
COHHBIC, YTPEBIIWECS HA COJHIIE KOJbIA, IUIABHO
M3TH0AsCh IIUHHBIM JKENTBHIM JIOCHUCTBIM TEJIOM,
MTOBOJIOKJIACH MPOYb.

Mauibiin Mojiya CMOTpEIL.

— YX0auT, — HaKOHEII CKa3aJl OH.

— Ilycth unét. OHa MFOOUT UrpaTh OIHA.

OH He OoTphIBaNl B3MIAMA. 3Mesl paclpaBHiIach BO
BCIO JUIMHY W, PAaBHOAYIIIHO CKOJIB3HYB MEX KaMmHEH,
Hcyesia.




“Snake gone back,” he said.

“Yes, it’s gone back. Come to Mummy a moment.”

He came and sat with his plump, naked little body
on her naked lap, and she smoothed his burnt, bright
hair. She said nothing, feeling that everything was
passed. The curious soothing power of the sun filled
her, filled the whole place like a charm, and the snake
was part of the place, along with her and the child.

— Ja, muneiii! He Tporaii €€, oHa MOXKET YKYCHTb.

3Mesi OMyCTWJIach Ha 3€MJII0 U, pa3MarbiBas
KOJIbLIa, CBEPHYBIIHCH B KOTOpPHIE OHa claja Ha
COJIHLIENIEKE, MEIJICHHO W3BUBAasACh, MOTSHYJa CBOE
30JI0TO€ C KOPUYHEBBIM TEJIO Cpear KamMHEN. Manpuuk
MTOBEPHYJICS U MOJT4a HaOMroIal 3a Heil.

IToTom ckazair:

— 3Mes yXONIuT.

— Jla! He mermaii eit. OHa JIFOOHMT OBITH OJTHA.

OH Bcé emgé clieaua 3a MEIJICHHBIM JIBH)KCHHEM
JUIMHHOTO TIOJI3YIIEro Teja, MOoKa C 0e3pa3InyHbIM
BUJIOM Ta HE CKPBLIACH.

— 3Mes yuien, — cka3aj OH.

— Ha, ynuia. IToliin Ha MUHYTKY K MaMe.

O momomén ¥ cel K Hell Ha KOJIEHU.
OOHaxE€HHAsA, OHA AepiKalia ero myxjoe, 0OHaXEHHOE
TEJIBIE | TVIAAWIIA CBETIIBIE, BRITOPEBITHE BOJOCHL. OHa
HMYETO HE TOBOPWJIA, YYBCTBYS, 4YTO BCE MO3a/U.
CrpaHHasi, yMUPOTBOPSIOLIasl CHJIA COJHIA, CIOBHO
4y[0, HAIIOJH:AJIA €€, HAIIOJIHIIA BCE 3TO MECTO, U 3Mes
TaK >K€ MpUHAAJEKaJa K ITOMY MHpPY, KaKk OHa M
peOEHOK.

— Jomoii yuuia, — cka3ajl ChIH.

— Bepno, nomoii. [logokiau Kk MaMe HA MUHYTKY.

OH monOerxain, ToJeHbKHUH, MyXJIbIiA, 3a0pajcs el Ha
KoJIeHu. Monua — Bcé mo3aau!.. — OHa IoIaguia
BBITOPEBLINE 10 SIpKOH Oenm3Hbl Bonockl. EE Bapyr
HAITOJIHMJIA HeObIBaNasi, CIIOKOMHAs CUja, U TOH XKe
yapyrowleH, JbIOUICICS U3 CONHIA CWIOH HaluTajCcs
BECh MUpP — U 3Mesl YBUJIEIACh TaKOU )K€ €ro 4acThIo,
KakK OHa caMa, €& ChIH.




