
 

April 2026 Indigenous Rights Update 
Edina Community Lutheran Church 
 
Reflect on the journey 
Listen to this story about a Minneapolis march in February to honor Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Relatives. Note the statistics. How does this issue call you? We will 

honor MMIW/R at ECLC on Sunday, May 3. Join us. Wear RED on May 3.  Brenda Blackhawk 

will preach and share at community time. 

 

 

History 
The National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Relatives will 
be observed on May 5. Here is a book list to learn more.  
 
 

News 
●​ An article about a manifestation of the struggle for tribal sovereignty.  

●​ Using video games to teach Ojibwe language. 

●​ More in the ongoing Lakota sovereignty struggle over the Black Hills. 

●​ Walkers followed a pathway for healing along Bassett Creek to the Mississippi on Earth 

Day  

●​ Choctaw Nation Moves to Shut Down Attempt to Open Ice Facility Near Tribal 

Headquarters 

●​ Mackenzie Scott donates $7 million unrestricted gift to Red Lake College. 

​  
 
Get it on your calendar 
●​ May 5th - National Day of Remembrance Events for MMIR 

●​ May 5th - Quarterly Repair Network Call 6:00 CT​
The next Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery Quarterly Repair Network call will    

be on May 5th. Join us if you are active, in process, or in the early stages of leading your 

congregation or community in joining the Coalition's Repair Network. Register here.  
●​ May 9th - 10th Mother’s Day Powwow at Little Earth 

●​ Ongoing through May 17, The Arboretum is hosting a new immersive multicultural 

community art exhibit that celebrates earth, creation, lineage and memory. You can see 

“Where the Seed Remembers: A Celebration of Earth, Lineage and Memory.” 
●​ Wednesday, May 13, Friends of Hennepin County Public Library will be hosting The Mary 

Ann Key Book Club with Robin Wall Kimmerer, bestselling author of Braiding 

Sweetgrass and The Serviceberry. She will be joined in conversation by Myron Medcalf for an 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l404P7yoLos
https://dps.mn.gov/news/ojp/bridging-gaps-our-lived-experience-one-book-time
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/03/30/minnesota-tribal-nation-electric-utility-tangle-over-solar-energys-future
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/03/26/ojibwe-language-video-game-engages-learners-beyond-the-classroom
https://ndncollective.org/ndn-collective-files-lawsuit-against-us-forest-service/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/04/23/ceremony-provides-prayer-healing-for-twin-cities-waterway-on-earth-day
https://www.kosu.org/choctaw-nation-purchase-durant-facility
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/04/10/red-lake-nation-college-plans-to-establish-permanent-endowment-fund-with-7-million-donation
https://dps.mn.gov/news/ojp/national-mmir-day-awareness-events-2026
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Ft1ZQY9dSUmW_2ORckxXhg#/registration?blm_aid=168205313
https://www.facebook.com/events/1668162091183986/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=ZqkWMxIP9D0d5G68&share_url=https://www.facebook.com/share/18qMpZTjFz/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://arb.umn.edu/art/reedy-gallery/where-the-seed-remembers


 

exclusive author talk on Wednesday, May 13. Join the in-person waitlist, or register for 

the virtual livestream today! 

●​ Friday, May 29 | 11a-2pm ~ Grand Opening of Dakota Cultural Center 

From Waḳaƞ Ṭípi Awaƞyaƞkapi: We're a little under two months away from the Grand 

Opening and we're excited to welcome the community into this new space. As we 

countdown the weeks, we'll be continuously releasing event details.” This is at Lake Phalen 

in St. Paul. 

●​ Saturday, May 30, Artists Meet and Greet: Cole Redhorse Taylor; MN History Center 

●​ Saturday, June 27th - Mark Charles - Dine/Navajo scholar, author, and activist 

Speaking at Unity Church St. Paul.  This is a two session event: a.m. Doctrine of Discovery; 

p.m. Decolonizing Health and Food Systems 

 

 

Advocacy Opportunities 
State 
Information regarding the Senate hearing on the Wild Rice Bill to protect waters from pesticides 
 
Minnesota’s 2026 legislative session began on February 17. Rise and Repair has prepared a list 
of 2026 policy priorities, many of which address issues of deep importance to our Indigenous 
neighbors.  
 

There are now Senate Files for each piece of legislation from Rise and Repair’s legislative suite 
to protect Wild Rice. Below are the numbers & basic overviews: 

●​ SF 3748|HF 3896: Restricting Motorized Watercraft Operations  
●​ SF 3749 |HF 3899: Recognizing Inherent Rights 
●​ SF 3915|HF 3898: Ban Pesticides in Wild Rice Waters 
●​ SF 3916|HF 3897: Wild Rice Risk Justification 

 
There was a hearing on SF-3749|HF-3899 mid-March, and the bill was laid over for possible 
inclusion in the State & Local Government Omnibus. While Rise and Repair had hoped it would 
pass this committee and go to the floor for a vote, we understand that recognizing the inherent 
right of Manoomin/Psíŋ is a novel concept and despite this policy being on the DFL's current 
Action Agenda, we need to engage in more education even with our DFL members. Rise and 
Repair is asking that we communicate with our legislators to demand stronger protections for 
wild rice. Take action here. 
 
Federal 
Boarding Schools 
A bill to establish a Truth and Healing Commission was introduced in the House in 2021 and has 
languished. The Senate passed a bill previously and reintroduced something similar in February 
of 2025, which passed through the Indian Affairs Committee to advance it in the legislative 
process. The ELCA advocacy team is now encouraging strong support for the Truth and Healing 

 

https://info.supporthclib.org/e/860373/rce-list-utm-campaign-e-news26/2hrn1f/2310776106/h/OPlzXvFBsPkEteL9GFW0s9qUKYdRT1qTiB886ooHwrk
https://info.supporthclib.org/e/860373/ampaign-e-news26--registration/2hrn1j/2310776106/h/OPlzXvFBsPkEteL9GFW0s9qUKYdRT1qTiB886ooHwrk
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=gYMAOdAD7Y8NfCdekQh3LQTEI54mJ_bfitBhKa_EvaI&e=487f60401b9dfa817f38c158e2428b9f&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enews_3_7_26&n=41
https://www.mnhs.org/events/49460425292?_gl=1*1scx06j*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQjwm6POBhCrARIsAIG58CLTAoFV5ijgp_-aFtlmwv-cgEkqiy4YhX7H2wZTdvD6cHanvKnvX5gaAhmnEALw_wcB&gbraid=0AAAAADD0FZs3K1VlWZv73oV8P3_6GAfwA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hbC2kMI8QCVTvG3cImv0Iu2ZLvIGF48BA4OjrEEYtzE/edit?tab=t.0
https://riseandrepair.org/platform
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=_9f-UJHGfaJHQgTIYlfGaLsfb532Wg1Dw_vgKhTAyoffbGjkr19l_yjACN_qh2qAn1uxVfhx4XIrPwfaMHkM8A&e=487f60401b9dfa817f38c158e2428b9f&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enews_2_28_26&n=2
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=_9f-UJHGfaJHQgTIYlfGaLsfb532Wg1Dw_vgKhTAyoffbGjkr19l_yjACN_qh2qAn7kFq4e_5YD2F56h-oI17w&e=487f60401b9dfa817f38c158e2428b9f&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enews_2_28_26&n=3
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=_9f-UJHGfaJHQgTIYlfGaLsfb532Wg1Dw_vgKhTAyockVWvegAJ2eucofHHSX4skMSCBMNwag7_UQtPT7ZGedQ&e=487f60401b9dfa817f38c158e2428b9f&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enews_2_28_26&n=4
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=_9f-UJHGfaJHQgTIYlfGaLsfb532Wg1Dw_vgKhTAyockVWvegAJ2eucofHHSX4skZZqOmfiMwCdM5VQKPBBXbw&e=487f60401b9dfa817f38c158e2428b9f&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enews_2_28_26&n=5
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=05JriHUXHjRZX2B1aTUk3phCqKYdTivRRPTmjTxeWJOJInmFi4xy2cct73xtSMP8XVYbVA9psVz65DPMEsKJ63S7g6WOOxa-8ELoNZOM1yNbNjbr-HBcm8X4AnybQ5zyO7kIJ-bH80_NKKq6isUvVw&e=487f60401b9dfa817f38c158e2428b9f&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enews_3_14_26&n=8
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=05JriHUXHjRZX2B1aTUk3phCqKYdTivRRPTmjTxeWJOJInmFi4xy2cct73xtSMP8XVYbVA9psVz65DPMEsKJ63S7g6WOOxa-8ELoNZOM1yNbNjbr-HBcm8X4AnybQ5zyO7kIJ-bH80_NKKq6isUvVw&e=487f60401b9dfa817f38c158e2428b9f&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enews_3_14_26&n=8
https://riseandrepair.org/protectwildrice#/64/


 

Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies in the United States Act H.R.7325 / S.761. Take 
action here. 
 
More information from the National Native American Boarding School Coalition is here.  
 
Local 
Help Restore the Coldwater Spring Sanctuary: article from the Star Tribune. 

 
 

Learning opportunities 
ELCA 
ELCA Indigenous Ministries and Tribal Relations continues to provide learning opportunities as a 

part of the Truth and Healing Movement. Scroll down to find links to online classes.  

 

Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery 

The Coalition offers two basic classes for those of us getting started with systems change. 

Taught on Zoom, each class includes two sessions. 

2026 Fundamentals Training and Registration 

●​ Moving Toward Right Relations 

●​ Decolonization and Organizing for Systems Change 

 

MNIPL 

Resources from MNIPL: 

●​ Our introduction to the Doctrine of Discovery is here 

●​ Our introduction to reparations is here 

●​ Liz's law review article exploring the Doctrine of Discovery (because you asked for one 

and OF COURSE Liz wrote one) is here 

●​ To learn more about Jim Bear's transformative Sacred Sites Tours, email him 

at  jimbear@mnipl.org 

 

Minneapolis Area Synod 

Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy “Moving Beyond Land Acknowledgments”, March 12, 2026. Passcode: 

R6.Yf2FBR6.Yf2FB 

Slides are here. 

 

Friends of Hennepin County Public Library 

Save Wednesday, May 13! Robin Wall Kimmerer will be at the Minneapolis Central Library for 

the Mary Ann Key Book Club. It starts at 6:30 p.m. Find the link to register here. 

 

Sierra Club 

 

https://act.elca.org/page/94320/action/1?fbclid=IwY2xjawQiXphleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFVT3RhMlZZV3ZMVnM1anpWc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkmnkRahaRsIo7TBhQgAPQ-M2ckf9RGBjH_Z15X4cZUjyRuR5NsQMk_XXswt_aem_Gv9TpQ9d1T39tD-0zeu6Iw
https://act.elca.org/page/94320/action/1?fbclid=IwY2xjawQiXphleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFVT3RhMlZZV3ZMVnM1anpWc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkmnkRahaRsIo7TBhQgAPQ-M2ckf9RGBjH_Z15X4cZUjyRuR5NsQMk_XXswt_aem_Gv9TpQ9d1T39tD-0zeu6Iw
https://sites.google.com/nabshc.org/nabs-truth-and-healing?usp=sharing&blm_aid=17408
https://replica.startribune.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=0f34d583-d000-4551-8c83-146c1733a760&share=true
https://www.elca.org/our-work/congregations-and-synods/ministries-of-diverse-cultures-and-communities/indigenous-ministries-and-tribal-relations/truth-and-healing-movement
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ecd_fKJwl3dtpAI2J7OVHaR4Z0F2YSMF3areVhslPY8/edit?tab=t.0
https://youtu.be/5bVEtOXzgQc?si=Ol586fw3eojY7mW5
https://youtu.be/6yTNGhpF9r0?si=ok15cb7oPo8klT2J
https://socialchangenyu.com/review/as-every-schoolboy-knows-gender-land-and-native-title-in-the-united-states/
https://socialchangenyu.com/review/as-every-schoolboy-knows-gender-land-and-native-title-in-the-united-states/
mailto:jimbear@mnipl.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/component-page?eagerLoadZvaPages=&accessLevel=meeting&action=viewdetailpage&sharelevel=meeting&useWhichPasswd=meeting&requestFrom=pwdCheck&clusterId=us02&componentName=need-password&meetingId=bo82V7EtmUpH11e2tyuHbxC8qeBceZqpbG2emml37q8pQ6hQ4d25dobVR_0P649t.xphyreI-jJp-co1q&originRequestUrl=https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/mVQutZNKLyVBPQoDZgPIGnvZ3z2pEy3WTmMrd0ispDAgylt183v7YJa3r9Q70Ux9.ZavIRloGsr9sXf5m?startTime=1773334241000
https://mpls-synod.org/wp-content/uploads/Land-Acknowledgements-Workshop.pdf
https://www.hclib.org/en/programs/books-reading/mary-ann-key-book-club#events


 

From the Spring 2026 issue of the Sierra Club magazine: The Reciprocity Way: Indigenous 

knowledge and climate science combine to chart a path forward.  

 

MN Landscape Arboretum The Arboretum is hosting a new immersive multicultural community 

art exhibit that celebrates earth, creation, lineage and memory. You can see “Where the Seed 

Remembers: A Celebration of Earth, Lineage and Memory” through May 17, 2026. 

 

 

What we’re reading 
We encourage you to visit our church library to find books for adults and children to learn more 

about Indigenous history and culture. 

 

 

 
 
 
You can access past email updates on ECLC’s website: www.eclc.org/indigenous-rights. 

 
 
We acknowledge that Edina Community Lutheran Church is located on the traditional, ancestral, and 
contemporary lands of the Dakhóta Oyáte, the Dakota nation. Treaties developed through exploitation 
and violence were broken. Tribes were forced to exist on ever smaller amounts of land. 
 
Acknowledging this painful history, we as a congregation confess our complicity in the theft of Native 
land and acknowledge that we have not yet honored our treaties. We further confess that Christians and 
Christian churches have benefited from this land theft. We commit to being active advocates for justice 
for Native People and to truth telling that leads to healing. 
 
 
This update was published April 25, 2026. 

 

https://digital.sierramagazine.org/publication/?i=861558&p=8&view=issueViewer
https://digital.sierramagazine.org/publication/?i=861558&p=8&view=issueViewer
https://arb.umn.edu/art/reedy-gallery/where-the-seed-remembers
https://arb.umn.edu/art/reedy-gallery/where-the-seed-remembers
http://www.eclc.org/indigenous-rights

