
How to Care for Your Motorcycle Jacket: Cleaning and Maintenance Tips 
 
Meta Description: A comprehensive guide to know how to care for your riding jackets so they last 
long. Read more for top tips and hacks. 
 
Your riding jacket is more than just a piece of gear that you use occasionally - it's an investment in 
your safety, performance and style when on the road. A proper maintenance routine for your 
motorcycle jacket ensures it remains in top condition, enhancing the longevity and keeping you 
protected on the road. Given that India has varied weather that can range from extremely hot 
summers to muggy monsoons and dry, cold winters, it’s imperative for you to protect your gear and 
accessories accordingly. Here’s a comprehensive guide on how to care for your motorcycle jacket, 
including essential cleaning and maintenance tips. 
 
Why Maintenance Matters For Your Motorcycle Jacket 
Motorcycle jackets are designed to withstand the stress of riding, including exposure to the elements 
and potential impacts. Regular maintenance not only extends the lifespan of your jacket but also 
ensures it continues to provide the protection you need.  
 
Here's a quick guide on how to keep your riding jacket in prime condition: 
 
1. Read the Care Label 
Before diving into cleaning and maintenance, the first thing to do is to always check the care label on 
your riding jacket. Since different makes have varied materials and processes, do not assume that 
they need to be taken care of in the same way. Different materials (leather, textile, or mixed) require 
specific care instructions. Following these guidelines is crucial to avoid damaging your jacket, as they 
are recommended by the manufacturer.  
 
2. Routine Cleaning 
It’s important to have a schedule for cleaning your motorcycle jackets regularly. Different materials 
may need different care frequencies. Here is a handy guide for leather and textile riding jackets. 
  
Leather Jackets: 

●​ Spot Clean: Use a damp cloth to wipe off any dirt or stains on your leather jacket. For more 
stubborn stains, use a leather cleaner recommended by the manufacturer. This is easily 
available in biking stores like Reisemoto in Andheri, Mumbai.  

●​ Conditioning: Leather can dry out over time, so apply a leather conditioner every 3-6 months 
to keep it supple and prevent cracking.  
 

Textile Jackets: 
●​ Machine Wash: Many textile jackets are machine washable. Use a gentle cycle with cold 

water and a mild detergent. Remove any removable armour or liners before washing. This 
will be clearly mentioned in the care label. In case it isn’t, then the motorcycle jacket should 
be hand washed.  

●​ Hand Wash: For jackets that are not machine washable, hand wash them in cold water with 
mild soap. Gently scrub and rinse thoroughly.​
 

3. Drying Your Jacket 
●​ Leather Jackets: Avoid direct heat sources like radiators or hair dryers as they can dry out the 

leather. Air dry your riding jacket in a well-ventilated area like an open terrace. Once dry, 
apply a leather conditioner. 
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●​ Textile Jackets: Air dry your jacket away from direct sunlight to prevent fading. Do not use a 
tumble dryer as it can damage the fabric and any waterproof membranes.​
 

4. Maintaining Waterproofing 
If your motorcycle jacket is designed to be waterproof, the waterproof layer can wear out over time. 
Reapply a waterproofing treatment designed for the fabric type of your jacket to restore its water 
resistance.​
 
5. Checking and Replacing Armour 
Regularly check the condition of the armour in your jacket. Ensure it is correctly positioned and 
intact. Replace any damaged or worn-out armour to maintain optimal protection.​
 
6. Storing Your Jacket Properly 
When not in use, store your jacket in a cool, dry place. For leather jackets, use a breathable garment 
bag to prevent dust buildup. Hang your jacket on a wide hanger to maintain its shape and avoid 
creases.​
 
7. Dealing with Odours 
To keep your jacket smelling fresh: 

●​ For Leather: Use a leather deodorising spray or a mixture of water and vinegar. Allow it to air 
dry. 

●​ For Textile: Wash as per the care instructions. For persistent odours, a specialised 
odour-eliminating spray can be used.​
 

8. Inspect Regularly 
Regularly inspect your jacket for any signs of wear and tear, including loose stitching or damaged 
zippers. Addressing small issues promptly can prevent them from becoming larger problems.​
 
Proper motorcycle jacket maintenance is essential for keeping your riding gear in top shape. By 
following these cleaning and maintenance tips, you can ensure your jacket remains durable, 
functional and stylish for years to come. Remember, a well-maintained jacket not only enhances your 
safety but also makes every ride a pleasure. You can visit www.reisemoto.com to read more on jacket 
maintenance and visit the store to talk to our experts for any tips. 
 

https://www.reisemoto.com/collections/jacket
http://www.reisemoto.com

