
A Teacher Describes Violence and
Intimidation (1875)

Please note that this reading includes dehumanizing language. We have chosen to
include it in order to honestly communicate the harmful language of the time;

however, dehumanizing language should not be spoken or read aloud during class.

J. L. Edmonds, an African American schoolteacher, gave this account of the murder
and intimidation before the 1875 election in Clay County, Mississippi:

Where we appointed a meeting [the Democrats] would go there and speak as
they pleased. They would take a cannon and load it up with chains and leave
it with the mouth pointing toward the crowd of colored people. When they
fired they had nothing in it more than powder, but when they were going to
speak they would have it turned around and chains hanging around it.

They had a parade at West Point. I was standing on the corner talking and
some of the colored men came up, and a colored man says, “I do not care
how many are riding around, I am a Republican and expect to vote the
ticket.” Just then a man walked up with a pistol and shot him. Pretty soon
another colored man made some expression and he was shot at.

They had flags—red, white, and crimson flags. The whole street was covered.
You could not hear your ears hardly for the flags waving and flapping over
your head. They had one United States [flag] at the courthouse but most of
the flags were just the old confederate flags.

They said they were going to beat at this election. They said that at the
meetings, on the stumps and at schoolhouses around the county. They said
they would carry the county or kill every nigger. They would carry it if they
had to wade in blood.1

1 In Dorothy Sterling, ed., The Trouble They Seen: The Story of Reconstruction in the Words of African
Americans (Da Capo Press, 1994), 450.
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