
-Laurence Tyson/Park  
●​ 2351 Kingston Pike, Knoxville. Born in Greenville, North Carolina, in Pitt County on 

July 4, 1861.  
●​ Dedicated to Gen. Laurence Davis Tyson, renowned west pointer/successful 

businessman. Father of the famous McGhee Tyson. 
●​ It was built in November 1929 and contains 26 acres of land with multiple baseball 

diamonds, a tennis court, and facilities for gathering/celebrating with family and friends. 
●​ Park in context of 

Knoxville-https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_r
ecreation/parks/tyson_park#:~:text=The%20park%20is%20named%20in,tennis%20com
plex%20in%20Tyson%20Park. 

●​  
Forward/Plaque at the front of the park commemorating the individuals who 
sponsored it. 
https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_rec
reation/parks/tyson_park  

●​ The Knoxville Focus- 
https://www.knoxfocus.com/archives/this-weeks-focus/last-years-lawrence-d-tyso
n/  

●​ Military Hall of Fame- https://valor.militarytimes.com/recipient/recipient-18277/  
●​ Knoxville Library- https://mcclungcollection.knoxlib.org/subjects/1084  

https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_recreation/parks/tyson_park#:~:text=The%20park%20is%20named%20in,tennis%20complex%20in%20Tyson%20Park
https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_recreation/parks/tyson_park#:~:text=The%20park%20is%20named%20in,tennis%20complex%20in%20Tyson%20Park
https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_recreation/parks/tyson_park#:~:text=The%20park%20is%20named%20in,tennis%20complex%20in%20Tyson%20Park
https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_recreation/parks/tyson_park
https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_recreation/parks/tyson_park
https://www.knoxfocus.com/archives/this-weeks-focus/last-years-lawrence-d-tyson/
https://www.knoxfocus.com/archives/this-weeks-focus/last-years-lawrence-d-tyson/
https://valor.militarytimes.com/recipient/recipient-18277/
https://mcclungcollection.knoxlib.org/subjects/1084


●​  
Skatepark in the middle of Tyson park. 
https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_rec
reation/parks/tyson_park  
 
 

https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_recreation/parks/tyson_park
https://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks_and_recreation/parks/tyson_park


●​  
Photo of Congressman Laurence Tyson. 
https://bioguide.congress.gov/search/bio/t000456  
 

 
Portrait, as it is visible in the Library of Congress.  
https://www.loc.gov/  
 

https://bioguide.congress.gov/search/bio/t000456
https://www.loc.gov/


 
2nd Lt. Lawrence Tyson/8th name down on the left column/army roll call 1885. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2229/records/3671503?tid=87903532
&pid=100084273711&ssrc=pt 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2229/records/3671503?tid=87903532&pid=100084273711&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2229/records/3671503?tid=87903532&pid=100084273711&ssrc=pt


 
Cadet Records/ West point/ 1883/ Tyson. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1299/records/15644?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=3b76467c-f6fa-4ed4-afef-e155bddbf970&_phsrc=YXE148&_phstart=succes
sSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1299/records/15644?tid=&pid=&queryId=3b76467c-f6fa-4ed4-afef-e155bddbf970&_phsrc=YXE148&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1299/records/15644?tid=&pid=&queryId=3b76467c-f6fa-4ed4-afef-e155bddbf970&_phsrc=YXE148&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1299/records/15644?tid=&pid=&queryId=3b76467c-f6fa-4ed4-afef-e155bddbf970&_phsrc=YXE148&_phstart=successSource


 
Spanish American War Volunteer index, 1898, Lawrence Tyson. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2400/records/9945?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=87dea8f1-255d-4df9-8479-b84a16aa8aeb&_phsrc=YXE152&_phstart=succes
sSource . 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2400/records/9945?tid=&pid=&queryId=87dea8f1-255d-4df9-8479-b84a16aa8aeb&_phsrc=YXE152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2400/records/9945?tid=&pid=&queryId=87dea8f1-255d-4df9-8479-b84a16aa8aeb&_phsrc=YXE152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2400/records/9945?tid=&pid=&queryId=87dea8f1-255d-4df9-8479-b84a16aa8aeb&_phsrc=YXE152&_phstart=successSource


 
Passenger list of the U.S.S. Mercury which set sell in 1919, he is a General on this 
log. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61174/records/9229762?tid=&pid=&
queryId=67963adc-3e41-4698-a338-123dd26d2bff&_phsrc=YXE156&_phstart=s
uccessSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61174/records/9229762?tid=&pid=&queryId=67963adc-3e41-4698-a338-123dd26d2bff&_phsrc=YXE156&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61174/records/9229762?tid=&pid=&queryId=67963adc-3e41-4698-a338-123dd26d2bff&_phsrc=YXE156&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61174/records/9229762?tid=&pid=&queryId=67963adc-3e41-4698-a338-123dd26d2bff&_phsrc=YXE156&_phstart=successSource


 

 
Grave of Lawrence Davis Tyson, Old Gray Cemetery, Knoxville. Find-A-Grave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8037507/lawrence-davis-tyson?_gl=1*a5u6ys*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3NTc5NDE1OTguQ2owS0NRanc4cDdHQmhDakFSSXNBRWhnaFoxUWJQcUNqVmdYdmladktkdkxYTjZuQ3liVHVZMUliOUt2emVPY3FxMVBMeUR6cHFoYkFad2FBa2JwRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3NTc5NDE1OTguQ2owS0NRanc4cDdHQmhDakFSSXNBRWhnaFoxUWJQcUNqVmdYdmladktkdkxYTjZuQ3liVHVZMUliOUt2emVPY3FxMVBMeUR6cHFoYkFad2FBa2JwRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*OTM4MTgzMTU4LjE3NTYxMjgyMDg.*_ga*MTEzNDM1ODg1NC4xNzU2MTI4MjA4*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czlhMjFlN2M3LWUwYmMtNDk1Yy05NmQ2LWQyNmE3OTc5NThiYiRvMTAkZzEkdDE3NTg2NzI0NjEkajI3JGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czlhMjFlN2M3LWUwYmMtNDk1Yy05NmQ2LWQyNmE3OTc5NThiYiRvMTAkZzEkdDE3NTg2NzI0NjEkajI3JGwwJGgw


 
An article in The Tennessean detailing a trip Lawrence was taking to France to place a 
monument dedicated to troops who died from Tennessee, including his son.  
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/50075/records/4312609600  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/50075/records/4312609600


 
Book- Sketches of Pitt County, a brief history of the county, 1704-1910. A history 
of  the Tyson military history. 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/10975124/person/1
186708705/media/cece0bc2-7fa7-4142-aa56-c7af042d5d0b?queryId=b2b3006f-1a
22-4b4f-a434-20df9f522d65&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_
phsrc=YXE163&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/10975124/person/1186708705/media/cece0bc2-7fa7-4142-aa56-c7af042d5d0b?queryId=b2b3006f-1a22-4b4f-a434-20df9f522d65&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE163&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/10975124/person/1186708705/media/cece0bc2-7fa7-4142-aa56-c7af042d5d0b?queryId=b2b3006f-1a22-4b4f-a434-20df9f522d65&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE163&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/10975124/person/1186708705/media/cece0bc2-7fa7-4142-aa56-c7af042d5d0b?queryId=b2b3006f-1a22-4b4f-a434-20df9f522d65&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE163&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/10975124/person/1186708705/media/cece0bc2-7fa7-4142-aa56-c7af042d5d0b?queryId=b2b3006f-1a22-4b4f-a434-20df9f522d65&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE163&_phstart=successSource


 
Officers of the Sixth Regiment, Tennessee National Guard. Lawrence is the 
left-most man on the second row from the bottom up, sporting a mustache. 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/197357121/person/
172608160769/media/d21cf4e6-d8c9-4b87-b6cb-048e5ec5a4f5?queryId=5537ea2
e-762d-4928-ab46-05d9d426a08c&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonI
d=&_phsrc=YXE165&_phstart=successSource  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/197357121/person/172608160769/media/d21cf4e6-d8c9-4b87-b6cb-048e5ec5a4f5?queryId=5537ea2e-762d-4928-ab46-05d9d426a08c&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE165&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/197357121/person/172608160769/media/d21cf4e6-d8c9-4b87-b6cb-048e5ec5a4f5?queryId=5537ea2e-762d-4928-ab46-05d9d426a08c&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE165&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/197357121/person/172608160769/media/d21cf4e6-d8c9-4b87-b6cb-048e5ec5a4f5?queryId=5537ea2e-762d-4928-ab46-05d9d426a08c&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE165&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/197357121/person/172608160769/media/d21cf4e6-d8c9-4b87-b6cb-048e5ec5a4f5?queryId=5537ea2e-762d-4928-ab46-05d9d426a08c&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=YXE165&_phstart=successSource


 
Major General George W. Read, commanding U.S. II Corps, Major General 
Edward M. Lewis, commanding the 30th Division, and Brigadier General 
Lawrence Tyson, spectators at II Corps Field Meet boxing matches. Corbie, 
Somme, France, November 4, 1918.  
Alamy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Windle_Read
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/II_Corps_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corbie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somme_(department)
https://www.alamy.com/major-general-george-reed-reviewing-troops-at-division-review-date-during-world-war-one-this-photograph-was-taken-by-the-signal-corps-photographer-the-image-is-marked-with-the-identification-number-50092-a-image558384466.html?irclickid=UJN0xURLDxycTDs2N23wLVzmUkp1es060SozQg0&utm_source=77643&utm_campaign=Royalty-free%20stock%20photos%20and%20images%20%E2%80%93%20Alamy%20&utm_medium=impact&irgwc=1


Short Bio 
 
Lawrence Davis Tyson (1861–1929), father of McGhee Tyson, was an American military 
officer, politician, and businessman from North Carolina who rose to prominence in 
Tennessee. A West Point graduate, he served in the Spanish–American War and later as a 
brigadier general in World War I, commanding the 59th Brigade of the 30th Infantry 
Division in France. His unit was instrumental in breaching the Hindenburg Line, a 
decisive Allied victory, and he received the U.S. Distinguished Service Medal, along with 
Britain’s Companion of the Order of the Bath and Distinguished Service Order. After the 
war, Tyson became a successful textile manufacturer in Knoxville and entered politics, 
winning election as a Democratic U.S. senator in 1925. He is remembered as a decorated 
soldier-statesman whose leadership shaped both America’s military success abroad and 
Tennessee’s civic and economic growth.  
 
Long Bio 

Lawrence Davis Tyson (1861–1929) was an American military officer, businessman, 
and politician whose career bridged war, industry, and public service. Born in Greenville, 
North Carolina, he graduated from West Point in 1883 and began a steady rise through 
the Army. He first gained field command during the Spanish–American War, leading the 
6th U.S. Volunteer Infantry in Puerto Rico. His most notable service came in World War 
I, when he was promoted to brigadier general and placed in command of the 59th Brigade 
of the 30th Infantry Division in France. Under his leadership, the brigade played a crucial 
role in breaching the heavily fortified Hindenburg Line in September 1918, a 
breakthrough that helped hasten the war’s end. For his leadership, Tyson received the 
Distinguished Service Medal from the United States, while Britain honored him with 
the Companion of the Order of the Bath and the Distinguished Service Order. 

After the war, Tyson retired from active duty and settled in Knoxville, Tennessee, where 
he built a thriving textile business that contributed to the region’s economic growth. 
Beyond industry, he was active in civic life and became a prominent figure in Tennessee 
politics. A loyal Democrat, he served in the Tennessee House of Representatives, rising 
to the position of Speaker, before winning election to the U.S. Senate in 1925. During his 
time in Washington, he championed veterans’ causes, supported national defense 
measures, and advocated for economic development in his home state. Tyson remained in 
office until his death in 1929. Remembered as both a decorated general and a statesman, 
he left a lasting legacy of military distinction, civic leadership, and service to Tennessee 
and the nation. 


