
 AP LITERATURE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: SUMMER 2025 
 

AP Literature is all about sharpening your ability to understand and analyze great works of literature—especially how they 

reflect the social and political events of their time. Just as important, though, is developing a genuine love for reading. In 

this class, you’ll get to dive into novels, plays, and poems—and we hope you truly enjoy it. We also trust that you'll do the 

reading yourself (no shortcuts like SparkNotes!). 
 

Throughout the year, you’ll read a variety of texts, mostly written between the 1800s and today. To help you build the close 

reading skills you’ll need for AP Lit, choose one novel from the list below to read and take notes on. 

 

Many of these books have been used on past AP Lit exams, and you can find them in the public library, online as PDFs, or 

in the Albert Einstein High School Media Center. Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi is also available to borrow from the English 

Office (Room 121). If you’d rather own a copy, each title is linked to Amazon for easy purchase. 
 

*Each image is linked to Amazon so you can preview the plot, read reviews, and/or purchase your own copy.   
 

 
    

 

 

 
    

  
 

 
  

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/All-Light-We-Cannot-See/dp/1501173219/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=All+the+Light+We+Cannot+See&qid=1620408078&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Namesake-Novel-Jhumpa-Lahiri-ebook/dp/B003KGAUUQ
https://www.amazon.com/Wuthering-Heights-Leatherbound-Classic-Collection/dp/1471141632
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Solomon-Vintage-International-Morrison-ebook/dp/B000RMT40I/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LVRJUCT74ZNN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.M4ox8dC9r7XW9gD1BTFttsx2woqSLe0lITPuP0KtPMwaV1nxH54MKygaSXyYABNTbkXgUcnlSfzv9O6ZXhGmDT5_qh05SbzlCZ0VqDpcd7W_qaYph-8N_jHuny84gn5qVqeY9oK3Mi-poIbGso-HxTGhsYHc7NUXrqhxrplFt3SpDYp4yYdxxYND4ckno5PaIWhk5YZxxTp_or99kpF2lM8-riewf_h8psDUsXw-VME.PT69hzSsTVnCBzg_hUmuGgEPN_3KRTQiemqupcVbZms&dib_tag=se&keywords=song+of+solomon+by+toni+morrison&qid=1745420122&s=books&sprefix=song+of+solomon%2Cstripbooks%2C131&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Atonement-Novel-Ian-McEwan/dp/038572179X
https://www.amazon.com/Demon-Copperhead-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0063251922
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Pi-Yann-Martel/dp/0156027321
https://www.amazon.com/Remarkably-Bright-Creatures-Shelby-Pelt/dp/0063204150
https://www.amazon.com/Snow-Falling-Cedars-David-Guterson/dp/067976402X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=snow+falling+on+cedars&qid=1680813605&sprefix=snow+falling+on%2Caps%2C149&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Seven-Husbands-Evelyn-Hugo-Novel-ebook/dp/B01M5IJM2U
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Homegoing&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=little+fires+everywhere+book&i=stripbooks&crid=2IGW5AMJ9LASD&sprefix=little+fires%2Cstripbooks%2C134&ref=nb_sb_ss_p13n-pd-dpltr-2-ranker_1_12
https://www.amazon.com/Sun-Also-Rises-Ernest-Hemingway/dp/0743297334
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+road+book&i=stripbooks&crid=2ZD6PDSJYCK0N&sprefix=the+road+boo%2Cstripbooks%2C150&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/Klara-Sun-novel-Kazuo-Ishiguro/dp/059331817X
https://www.amazon.com/Hamnet-Maggie-OFarrell/dp/0525657606
https://www.amazon.com/Brief-Wondrous-Life-Oscar-Wao/dp/1594483299
https://www.amazon.com/Purple-Hibiscus-Chimamanda-Ngozi-Adichie/dp/1616202416
https://www.amazon.com/Meursault-Investigation-Kamel-Daoud/dp/1590517512
https://www.amazon.com/Anxious-People-Novel-Fredrik-Backman/dp/1501160842/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2URXME7DM4S7Z&keywords=anxious+people&qid=1645668755&sprefix=anxziou%2Caps%2C69&sr=8-1
http://amazon.com/s?k=behold+the+dreamers&i=stripbooks&crid=18ZE93VTD85J5&sprefix=behold+the+dreamers%2Cstripbooks%2C203&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+flamethrowers+by+rachel+kushner&i=stripbooks&sprefix=the+flamethrowers%2Cstripbooks%2C303&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_17
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Crawdads-Sing-Delia-Owens/dp/0735219109/ref=sr_1_1?crid=UCZMXG9LKHMQ&keywords=where+the+crawdads+sing+book&qid=1680812627&sprefix=where+th%2Caps%2C201&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/House-Cerulean-Sea-TJ-Klune/dp/1250217318/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AZC4PSUOAXVW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VXNSaPO69zuKgk6gXt2i7kHg8DlBhNPKXOsHYxiOykgscpP_j_Hd4SrWGOeLMLYKWVruAL-O7e78IzfXzF1gOgvRKHZiljHIoBjg2lIh-1J1IwJPsDsoSacGftf1JCpC9jQITN_LC-DShaPQbiLwrtTIvboM5fH6iYCs3NqcHeen8U-L_jQ_zY0tCUyNUh99LnvauKZcP8u8VRrTisXQFLhRpZV3tDqKgycHEgFuL3k.CkXcGqUVBy2asdPVwpaTMzOkbtrO1QVZEQ1Dbkcw9oE&dib_tag=se&keywords=house+in+the+cerulean+sea+by+t.j.+klune+book&qid=1716905419&s=books&sprefix=house+%2Cstripbooks%2C300&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Eleanor-Oliphant-Completely-Fine-Novel/dp/B06XYT9CXZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2G7H36LTOEL72&keywords=eleanor+oliphant+is+completely+fine&qid=1645668784&sprefix=elean%2Caps%2C79&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Marriage-Portrait-novel-Maggie-OFarrell/dp/059332062X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+marriage+portrait+maggie+ofarrell&qid=1680811130&sprefix=the+marriage+por%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Achilles-Novel-Madeline-Miller/dp/0062060627
https://www.amazon.com/Persuasion-Jane-Austen/dp/1677199954/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=9GRYVBF8XRD7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UL9s0Yy7-qHNBw1PAY-a2CpN76LOuxncJF_9noOKmeEhNKntXykQnnOg1DE8V5_JJBPJz44h27lmhspmuiZMoZ0nXtWIOhtG1vjYrK7V6curDQOr0vV5lChB8km5H0MzZF9Iq7Le4TeQsIO-zWCpmN6o7roM90uCNKEsgiBlgZZ2uNsPf93I0p7x9jcz4DGDxRLU4fxaqM9f8TxRH7CKhR23Zs_hWezM96OUD67r1mncfn2FChk5Y0Uyb-bJt-kKm2AYk_p2V8044vhzka2te5t4uLZifKCKjnQ8tQdd73s.Wf8M_naCA1eAkDZGLz-m3FETOthW6Hi4NvkV42ykq2A&dib_tag=se&keywords=persuasion+jane+austen&qid=1745434344&sprefix=persuasion+%2Caps%2C214&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


Summer Reading Assignment: 

We’ll be using your summer reading novel during the first few weeks of the semester as we begin exploring other texts, so 

it’s important to read it over the summer. Be prepared for a timed essay in mid-September based on a past AP Lit Q3 

“Literary Argument” prompt. For the essay, you’ll be allowed one handwritten page (front and back) of notes. You 

won’t need to include direct quotes or page numbers in your response. The essay will be worth 30 All-Task points. 

As you read your summer novel, it’s strongly recommended that you take detailed notes on the following: 

●​ Key character traits and how major characters grow or change over time 

●​ Important conflicts and relationships between characters, including the challenges they face 

●​ Characters’ motivations and decisions, and how those choices impact them and others 

●​ How characters react to their environment and the social norms or expectations around them 

●​ How the characters’ actions connect to the novel’s central themes 

Some ways to engage with the text: 

 

1.​ Highlight or circle character names as they appear to help you keep track of who’s who. 

2.​ Add your thoughts or reactions in the margins as you read. 

3.​ Circle any unfamiliar words and jot down their definitions. 

4.​ Underline passages that stand out—whether they’re well-written, meaningful, or connected to key 

themes or ideas in the book. 

5.​ Mark any parts that resonate with you. 

6.​ Ask questions in the margins to help deepen your understanding. 

7.​ Write brief summaries of major events in each paragraph or chapter to help keep the plot clear. 

 

How does this text and task directly connect to the objectives of our course? 
 

The AP Literature exam includes 55 multiple-choice questions (completed in 1 hour) and three literary 

analysis essays (completed in 2 hours). The third essay, known as the Q3 “open-response”, asks you to write 

about a literary work of your choice in response to a theme-based prompt. For this essay, you won’t have 

the book in front of you, so it’s important to know the text well. The novel you choose for your summer 

reading will be the first one we study in class, and it will help prepare you for this type of essay on the AP 

exam. 

 

Some recent past  Q3 prompts have included: 

 

Writing an essay in which you analyze… 

 

●​ a character who delays or avoids making a decision 

●​ a character’s sense of lacking something important in life 

●​ a character who intentionally creates a new identity 

●​ a rebel character who changes or disrupts the existing state of societal, familial, or political affairs in the 

text 

●​ characters who accept or reject a hierarchical structure. This hierarchy may be social, economic, political, or 

familial, or it may apply to some other kind of structure. 

●​ Many works of literature feature characters who have been given a literal or figurative gift. The gift may be 

an object, or it may be a quality such as uncommon beauty, significant social position, great mental or 

imaginative faculties, or extraordinary physical powers. Yet this gift is often also a burden or a handicap. 

Select a character from a novel, epic, or play who has been given a gift that is both an advantage and a 

problem. 

●​ a character holds an “ideal view of the world.” Then write an essay in which you analyze the character’s 

idealism and its positive or negative consequences. 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns . . . 

Email: Ms. Cora Taylor, English Resource Teacher (Cora_N_Taylor@mcpsmd.org) 

mailto:Cora_N_Taylor@mcpsmd.org

