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* and English concepts of law, justice, d , and nationalism. H | the
. funds that the British made available for health and education were hardly
- adequate for India’s massive needs.

© INDIAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT

" By the early 20th century, the Indian nationalist movement for self-govern-
ment and independence centered in the Indion National Congress party.

1. Leaders

a. Mohandas K. Candhi. A high-caste Hindu educated in Britain, Gandhi
absorbed Western ideals of demoeracy and nationalism. He became the political
- and spiritual leader of the Indian masses—revered as a prophet and called
“saintiy one,” or Mahatma. Gandhi sought toend British rule, notwith violenes,
:x but with passivere also called peration or civil disobedi His
followers boycotted British goods, shunned government service, refused to pay
taxes, and disrcgarded British laws. Gandhi believed that passive resistance
would compel Britain to withdraw from India.

2 To provide work for India’s masses and to avoid the need for foreign capital,
= Gandhi urged India to produce goods by-ancienit hand methods. Gandhi also
struggled to improve the status of India’s untouchubles.

b. Jawaharlal Nehru, Also a high-caste Hindu educated in Britain, Nehru
E was o practical political leader with socialist leanings. He sccepted Gandhi's
E ideas of passive resistance and aiding untouchables, but he rejected Gandhi's

proposal for hand produetion. Instead, Nehmu urged industrialization to develop
b India’s economy and raisc living standards,
. Mohammed Al Jinnah. A Moslem, Jinnah in the 19305 led his
coreligionists out of the Congress party and into the Moslem League. Because he
feared Hindu domination, Jinnah demanded that the Moslem sections of India
become a separate independent state, Pakistan.

2. India Gains Ind d (1947). Following World War I, Indian
‘nationalists intensified their campaign against British rule. Undeterred by re-
peated jail they 1 d civil disobedience. Even Gandhi and
Nehru were several Hmes imprisoned. :
- During World War IT the Congress party rejected Britain’s offer of postwer
independ inued its policy of civil disobedience, and demanded im-
mediate freedom. The Indians, however, could not convince the British to act
more rapidly. After the war, in 1947, India (chiefly Hindu) and Pakistan (pre-
“ v Mok A b‘}!h It : 4 : status.

* Moslem-Hindu Violence Accompanies Independence. With British cantral
{cmomd. Moslems and Hindus engaged in bloody religious riots, and sought
. : B

ety by mass migr . Candhi preached against such violence, he
assassinated in 1948 by a Hindu fanatic.

INDIA AS A BRITISH POSSESSION

1. Palitical Control. To the mid-19th century, Britain controlled Indiathrougha’
private business enterprise, the British East India Company. Its rule resulted
an Indian revolt in 1857, led by the British army's native soldiers, called sepoy:
After suppressing the Sepoy Muting, the British government assumed contral,
the country, ruling British India directly as a colony and ruling the native states
indivectly as protectorates through British “advisers” to the Indian princes. In
1876, after Prime Minister Disraeli had secured the Suez Canal, which shor
ened the water route to India, Parliament proclaimed Queen Victoria as Ems
press.of India. . it

The British freed India of local wars, guarded its borders against invasion
and generally provided efficient rule, In response to Indian demands, Britain
1919 permitted the Indian people limited self-government.

2. Economic Control. Britain profited greatly from India, called the "brightest
jewel of thé British Erpire.” British manufacturers and workers depended upo
India to purchase their textiles and machines. British merchants sought India
exports of raw jute and tea. British investors developed India’s mineral
sources, built railways, and established factories. By the mid-20th century, In
was an important Asian producer of textiles, iron and steel, and coment.
By industrializing India, the British provided employment for many Indian
workers. Also, the British government improved the country by publie wor
schools, roads, hospitals, and irrigation and sanitation proj >
The Indian masses, however, continued to live close to the starvation lev
“The population almost doubled between 1850 and 1900, and job opportunities
could not keep up with the increase in population. Handicraft workers could no
compete with factories, and factory workers received extremely low wag
Farmers, the overwhelming majority in the population, were beset by
rainfall, crude cultivation methods, high rents, and heavy tases.

3. Social Control. The British had little respect for the native Indian cultu
particularly the barbaric practices of slavery, suttee (the Hindu custom of b
ing the widow on the funeral pyre of her deceased husband), and female infi
tizide (killing unwanted baby girls). The British halted these practices. Also,

instituted modern health methods, thus lowering the death rate, be
English d educational and introduced the English lan,




