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How To Do Your Own Minor Plumbing 
Work 

 
If you are completely new to the world of 
plumbing, then you are probably thinking that 
some tips on plumbing will help you 
immensely so that you can begin maintaining 
your own at home. Listed below are some tips 
to get you started with your home plumbing 
maintenance and repair. 
 
Do not use the liquid cleaning supplies that are 
designed to clear clogs. These cleaners are 
harmful and can damage your pipes as they 
clear the clog. Instead of using damaging 
liquids, use a plunger or a plumbing snake. These are much more effective and will not harm 
pipes. 
 
Do not fall for the idea that liquid grease can be easily washed down the drain with hot water. 
While the grease may flow past the initial drain with the water, it does not take much of a 
temperature change as it moves through your pipes to alter from liquid to solid. The repeat habit 
of dumping grease in the sink is a sure-fire way to ensure a hard-to-reach clog forming in the 
future. 
 
Install screen traps or drain covers on all of your sinks and tub drains. Most home plumbing calls 
are about clogged pipes. These can be caused by debris, especially hair, washing down the 
drains. Putting in a trap means that you can clean this debris off before it ends up in the pipes. 
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Got a leaky pipe? In many cases you can repair this yourself without the expense of a plumber. 
If a joint is leaking, tighten it with a pipe wrench. If the leak is coming from a damaged section of 
pipe, you can try repairing it with a store-bought patching kit. One method involves applying 
waterproof tape to the section of pipe where there is leakage. Before applying the tape, make 
sure the pipe is thoroughly dry. Make sure that the tape covers two to three inches on either side 
of the breakage in the pipe. 
 
If you want to avoid future issues with your toilet, don't treat it like a trash can. Nothing should 
be flushed down the toilet except human waste and toilet tissue. Flushing sanitary napkins, 
diapers, disposable napkins, and other materials is a sure recipe for a clogged drain and a 
backed-up toilet. Also, use as little toilet paper as possible to clean yourself properly. 

 
If your plumbing is making strange noises you 
may have lost something called your "air 
cushion". To turn this back on, you're going to 
need to turn off your main water supply. Run all 
faucets in your house and then turn back on 
your main water supply. This should make 
everything sound better again. 
 
Find out the plumbing codes in your local area 
before starting any project. Plumbing codes 
can vary wildly from area to area and you don't 
want to run afoul of the codes. Visit your local 

building department to find out information or hire a plumber for a day to help you go over your 
plans and provide advice. 
 
You can remove unsightly mineral buildup from your shower head by soaking it in vinegar 
overnight. This loosens the deposits, and in the morning you only need to wipe off the residue 
with a rag. If your shower head is high up and not removable, place vinegar in a plastic bag, slip 
the bag over the shower head and hold in place with a twist tie. 
 
Many people wonder where the fruit flies are coming from. Each plumbing fixture has a 
self-sealed reserve that holds about two cups of water. If those pipes are broken or do not seal 
off, then odors and residue can cause fruit flies. It is recommended before anything to clean 
your pipes using bleach. If the flies come back, contact a professional. 
 
Make sure that any exposed pipes in your home are insulated, especially those found in crawl 
spaces on the outside walls of your home. This will help keep them from freezing and causing 
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you tons of problems. Frozen pipes can often be devastating and leave you with problems that 
are expensive to fix and no water in the middle of winter. 
 
As you can see from the above list of tips, maintaining and repairing your own plumbing can be 
very time and money-saving in the long run if you know what you are doing. After following 
these tips, you will no longer be new to plumbing, but you will become a plumbing expert. 
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