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Editorial

FORGET THE "HEROIC PAST"

The most popular call to the Armenian people from political and scientific platforms
concerns learning lessons from history. However, the Armenian people stubbornly refuse
to listen to their intellectuals, and this is evidenced by the fact that calls to learn lessons
from history are becoming more and more popular. The reason, perhaps, is that the
intellectual who calls for learning lessons from history immediately begins to create the
legend of the heroic past of the Armenian people, to praise and glorify our ancestors, and
to praise them for something completely different.

Let us stop praising our ancestors and ask ourselves a very pragmatic question: what did
these ancestors bequeath to us, what did they leave behind? Nothing, more than nothing.
Because nothing is when you have to start from scratch, and we have to start from minus;
| don't know how much, because our ancestors have bequeathed to us only such a stock
of genocides, humiliations, betrayals, and immorality, which, as it turns out, is complicated
and extremely difficult to overcome. | condemn our ancestors; | curse them because they
did nothing for us to live more dignified and proud today. Our ancestors did not care for
their generations, at least as much as animals care for their offspring thanks to their
instincts.

| condemn all those who praise our ancestors because in this way they only revoke the
right of the next generation to have a dignified and powerful homeland, endowing us, the
living, with the right not to bequeath anything to the future generation. By glorifying our
ancestors, they are only giving new impetus to the vicious process in which we have been
for more than two thousand years, since Tigran the Great, as he was called, placed his
crown at the feet of a Roman governor and was betrayed by his son for the simple reason
that he did not receive a primitive upbringing like the bratty kids of modern Armenian
officials.

| curse our ancestors because they put a tongue in the mouth of a Persian provincial
scientist so that he could explain to us, while walking through the streets of Isfahan, that
Shah Abas drove the Armenians from Jugha here and urged them to found a city. What
lesson should we learn from this story? This story inspires pride in some. "So the
Armenians were builders," they say. No one even noticed that these builders were driven
from place to place like a herd, and some of them remained on the roads, turning the
Persian steppes into "Armenian shrines."

What lesson should we learn from our history? Sometimes | understand the historians who
tell our shameful and humiliating past under the guise of heroism. They think that real

history can slaughter us, humiliate us. But falsehood does even greater damage and does
not allow us to stop and break our millennia of humiliation. So what lesson should we learn



from our history? Let's forget it; start everything from scratch, as if God created us and we
have nothing in the past.

Can you imagine how easy it will be to breathe? Let's imagine that Mesrop Mashtots has
just created our letters, Narekatsi lives next to us, maybe also Mkhitar Gosh, David
Anhaght, and a few relatives, and nothing else. Let's leave the rest in the past; let them Kill
each other, betray, be driven out, suffer genocide, and be humiliated as much as they
want. In this case, we may be able to learn lessons from our history because it will no
longer be our history. NP

Note: NP is the editor, Nikol Pashinyan
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